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The Geigerbuch 


This book centers on the perspective of the Delores Federer-Othmar Geiger family, and is a look back onto their ancestors—all immigrants from Germany and Switzerland who 
came to Illinois during the second half of the 1800s. It was compiled and written by one of their many descendants: me, who turned and looked forward to Europe again, moving from 


Illinois to live in Switzerland. 


As another sort of migrant, my own path brought me to Bremerhaven, Germany in 2018. Bremerhaven, just 


north of Bremen, is the port through which so many Germans emigrated to America that it now features an 
award-winning museum, the Deutsches Auswandererhaus. Having done a number of small genealogy pro- 
jects in my youth, the realization that | had wandered into my ancestors’ area of departure made me want to 
understand their routes and reasons for making their own trip. 


| have since traveled across Europe to see where many of them came from and feel connected to these 
distant family members whose footpaths were once very close to where mine are now, although they haven't 
been around here for almost 200 years. | often wonder if they could ever imagine I'd reverse course in this 
way and like to think that some of them would be happy to know | came back to ‘visit.’ | also don’t want to 
take for granted that | am very privileged with the opportunity to investigate and document so much of this 
history, when so many people have no such records of their families for so many different reasons. 


The book starts with a chapter on Delores and Othmar, parents to six children and the Wilo Acres family—a 
big family, but one that | grew up seeing often as my mother, Sue Gray, was child number four of this close- 
knit group. By centering this book on the Federer-Geigers, | hope that it also becomes a valuable history for 
my Christmas-in-August cousins, who | saw every year at our family reunions—which continue to this day. 


Then, the next (color-coded) chapters outline the information | have on Othmar’s ancestors—mostly Ger- 


Author Morgan Gray and Sue Geiger Gray at the Altstatten (Saint | mans, although Benedikt married Emma Schtrch, whose parents both came from Switzerland. Despite my 


Gallen) train stop in Switzerland in 2021. best efforts, | can’t determine her father Hierony- 
mus' city of origin, although | did join the Schtrch 
Family Association in Switzerland and was really pleased to be welcomed to their Annual Meeting in Switzerland in the fall 
of 2020. Emma’s mother, Anna Amlehn, came from Sursee in the canton of Luzern, the sister city of Highland, Illinois, 
which | visited with Delores Geiger when she traveled to visit me in 2011, although we hadn't yet discovered then that it was 
a significant town for our family history. 


Starting from Chapter Four, the rest of the book outlines the detailed information | have on Delores’ ancestors. | have so 
much more information about Grandma's side of the family because so many of them came as part of a large group of 
German Catholics who left a small area in Baden (now Germany) and migrated together to the area that is now known as 
Highland (but at the time was known as Helvetia). One Ostringer married a Swiss-German from Sankt Gallen, Switzerland 
upon arrival in the States, but these families, for the most part, left their Catholic church in Germany, packed up, and reset- 
tled at their Catholic church in Illinois. This was lucky for their amateur-genealogist great-granddaughter, who could flip 
through the church records at St. Cacilia in Ostringen or St. Paul in Highland and find a distant relative on every other page. 


Because of the level of detail | had on the ancestors for Delores’ side, that part of the book gets a bit heavier. Therefore, | 
have mapped out the Ahnentafel (a genealogical term for an ancestor table, which also just happens to be a German word 
and thus fitting for our Buch) as a sort of color-coded index to indicate what part of the ‘roots’ you are reading about as you 
progress through the book. Delores’ side is indicated in shades of blue (with green tints on her mom's side and purple on 
her dad’s) and Othmar’s in red. The further you go back in time, the lighter the colors. 


You don't have to go very far back before most of us haven't heard of the names of the Geigerbuchers. That, along with the 
black-and-white photos, can make it feel that these people lived in ‘long ago times’ with limited relevance to how we live 
today. | wanted to show that, in fact, they lived through time periods and major global events that set the stage for what we 
are living through right now—as | write this introduction, we are living through a war in Europe, something that the Euro- 
pean Union was designed to prevent. That European Union was created following world wars that you'll see draft cards for 
in many chapters of this book; it was intended to bring global peace after the families in this book, like millions of other 


Sue Geiger Gray helping me scan microfilm at the 
library in Highland, Illinois in 2020. 


families, lost beloved children to those fights. The farmland and the educations that these ancestors cultivated were passed 
on directly to us. In order to demonstrate that, | also have added a few ‘Historical Context’ sections to this book so that we 
can see their experiences right alongside some of the stories we learned about in school (or sometimes that we didn’t learn 
in school). 


| conclude my book with a short land acknowledgement, as this whole story is possible because of the suffering and dis- 
placement of the native people who called Illinois home not so long before the Badeners boated over. It’s a very small indi- 
cation of the recognition of the privileges and challenges that | understood even more clearly as | researched the history of 
my humble immigrant farmer relatives and what was happening in the world around them as they built their lives. 


Further, it laid the foundation for me to eventually appear, reverse their footsteps, and write their story. 


Historical context: Chain Migration 


‘Chain migration’ became a popular term in the public discourse during the writing of this book, 
reaching a Google Search peak in January 2018. Many pundits used it to describe what they saw as a 
recent trend in immigration to the US, one where immigrants from a particular area move to another 
location because their family or members of their nationality have previously migrated there—a ‘fam- 
ily and friends’ effect. In current debates, the concern generally centers around the idea of ‘migrant 
quality’, and whether or not the country should allow migration based on criteria like skills instead 
of based on family reunification. 


My beloved cat, Cat Middleton, who has also made 
the titular Switzerland-America-Switzerland jour- 
ney. She provided invaluable companionship 
throughout the creation of this book, but no assis- 
tance whatsoever. 

But in fact, the family in this book and the small settlement in Illinois that became their home demon- 

strates that this phenomenon is not new at all. Chain migration was an important factor for many 

European migrants at this time. Considering the time, money, and risk (even to one’s own life, con- 

sidering that many died enroute, especially before the steam ship shortened travel times) involved 

in migrating at the time of the Geigerbuchers, news from the New World from a trusted source like 

a family member about the prospects in America was highly valuable. Plus, family could provide 

integration support such as employment or housing on arrival—for example, our Mathias and The- 

resa Schwarz first lived with Mathias’ brother until they were able to build their own house. 


Highland, or New Switzerland, or even ‘Helvetia’, was founded by a Swiss immigrant who wrote back 
home describing and ‘pitching’ the area to his fellow citizens. Many did choose to follow his route, 
and a small pocket of German-speaking immigrants began to form in southern Illinois. Similar pock- 
ets sprung up across the Midwest, as immigrants wrote back to the Old Continent and sent for their 
family to join them. 


e Most of the ‘Midwest river cities’ (Midwest referring here to south of Wisconsin and east of 
Nebraska) attracted predominantly northwest Germans. 
e Germans from Prussia, Hanover, Oldenburg, and Bavaria formed a community in Cincinnati. 
e Those in St Louis were mostly from Prussia, Hanover, Brunswick, and Baden (see the section 
on Ostringen on page 139 of this book for more on the Badener ancestors who came through 
St Louis). 
e Quincy, Illinois became home to Prussian Westphalians, and 
Peoria saw mostly East Frisians from Hanover settle there. 
Bloomington was a landlocked railroad town, and so it did not attract Germans until the 
1850s, when it started to see large numbers of Pomeranians, West Prussians, and other 
northeastern Germans arrive. 
Sources: Frizzell, R. W. (1987). Migration Chains to Illinois: The Evidence from German-American Church Records. Journal of 
American Ethnic History, 7(1), 59-73. http://www.jstor.org/stable/27500562. Wegge, S. A. (1998). Chain Migration and Infor- 


mation Networks: Evidence from Nineteenth-Century Hesse-Cassel. The Journal of Economic History, 58(4), 957-986. 
http://www. jstor.org/stable/2566846 


The (Abbreviated) Geigerbuch: Family Tree & Ahnentafel Numbers, in Chapters 


Mapped below are the family groups and the chapter that covers them. The color of their chapter is also used to indicate their place of departure on the map at right. 
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Geigerbuchers Depart the Heimat 


| have indicated on this map the names of all our emigrant ancestors! 
and their year of emigration from Europe, with a color indication of 
their ‘chapter’ in this book. 


ee PR. oad owt Et The migrating Geigerbuchers were largely my great-great-great- 
Gh UR aye cam bo OP ee tes grandparents or their parents. Most traveled from their hometown 


AND ee, a4 x Se 5 peta } across the continent to depart for America from the port at Bremerha- 


SWULAB ER aD PAg by BS : {\ — | SoowanieCoutslewsteon I van, on the northern coast of what is now Germany. Finally, I've noted 
/ 7 : lommbolm 1. ry 


- the year of my own immigration, arriving ‘back’ in Europe in 2009. 
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The port at Bremerhaven 


Anna Niemeier 1875 Herman Woltering; 


Anna Maria Ratermann 1872 


Theresa Hagedorn 1854 


Franz Frisse 1851 


Casper Lauer 1854 Wilhelm Federer & 
Kathrina Trautner 1841 


Jacob Rall 1841 


Felix Bellm; 
Felix Geiger & Theresia Kamp 1857 Charles Bellm & 
Marie Magdalena Kuhn 1845 


Emma Schwarz; 


Maria Anna Gschwend 1843 Mathias Schwarz & 
Maria Theresia Ganninger 1853 


Anna Amlehn & Hieronymus Schirch 1868 Rosaihroiziis72 


Morgan Gray, arrival 2009 


' Original map by ‘T.G. Bradford, 1835; from A Comprehensive Atlas Geographical, Historical and Commercial,’ image hosted by the University of Alabama Map Library at alabamamaps.ua.edu 


The (Abbreviated) Geigerbuch: Family Tree & Ahnentafel Numbers, in Chapters 


Mapped below are the family groups and the chapter that covers them. The color of their chapter is also used to indicate their place of departure on the map at right. 
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Geigerbuchers Arrive in Madison County 


Based on documentation of where our immigrant ancestors owned property or resided, | have mapped where they lived in Madison County in the first years after their arrival, 
marriages, and establishment. If they owned land, the area where it was is marked with a representative but not exact rectangle. If there is no record of them owning the land, the 


location where they were living is indicated simply with a straight line. 
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Wilo Acres: Delores Federer and Othmar Geiger Family 


Othmar Jerome Geiger [2] 


When Othmar was born on 3 Feb 1930, in 
Highland, Illinois, his father, Joseph Geiger, 
was 34 and his mother, Ida (Woltering) Gei- 
ger, was 29. They were living in Helvetia 
Township, Illinois. 


Othmar graduated in 1948, then helped at 
home on his mom and dad's farm until he 
was drafted. 


Othmar served in the Army from 6 Nov 1951 
to 29 Nov 19532, and then married Delores 30 
Dec 1953 at St Paul Catholic Church in High- 
land. 


While in the Army, he deployed to Korea, 
where he served as a driver for officers. De- 
lores once joked that ‘the most important 
thing he had to do was keep his car clean.’ 


His brother, Leonard, also served in the 


| Army in Korea and was in the battle at Pork 


Chop Hill. 


Othmar shipped home a jewelry box for Delores, as well as fine china and pearls, 
while still on active duty. They wrote letters sometimes 4-5 times a week because 
that was their only means of communication. People at home were encouraged to 
write frequently to keep morale up and keep soldiers informed of what was going on 


at home. 


He worked with his father-in-law Wil- 
bur on the WILO Acres farm (‘Wil’ from 
Wilbur and ‘0’ for Othmar.) 


He died on 6 Jun 1997, at the family 
home in Alhambra, Illinois, at the age 
of 67. 
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Delores Stella Federer [3] 


When Delores was born on 28 Aug 1932 in 
Highland, Illinois, both her father, Wilbur 
Federer, and her mother, Estella M Frisse, 
were 22. 


Delores and Othmar went to St Paul High 
School together, but Othmar was two years 
older. Their first date was probably a prom 
date, according to Delores. When Othmar de- 
ployed with the Army to Korea, he proposed to 
Delores. Upon his return, they married and 
raised six children. 


The Geiger family held reunions every summer 
from 1994 to 1998, and at the Bloomington, IL 
} meeting in 1999 first discussed forming an LLC 
if to create the WILO Group. 


The WILO Group annual meeting and family re- 
union was held every summer since then and 
has served both to manage the family farm 
property and reinforce connections between 
Delores’ children, grandchildren, and great- 
grandchildren. 


A first print edition of the Geigerbuch was pre- 
pared for Delores’ 90" birthday celebration, 
which also served as the 2022 WILO Group An- 
nual Meeting. 


? Veterans Affairs BIRLS Death File 


Othmar Geiger, 1930 US Census; Delores Federer birth record, 1932° 
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31930 US Federal Census in Helvetia, Madison County, Illinois. This and all census records in this book were accessed through Ancestry.com and the National Archives and Records Administration. Birth record in St Gertrude 
Catholic church in Grantfork, IL. 


Othmar was 10 and has completed 3% grade. His oldest brother Raymond was in high school. His parents both went to school—Joe until 5" grade, and Ida until 8°". Adolph Storbeck, 


a hired man, was also living at the home with the family. Both Joe and Adolph reported working 75 hours a week. Adolph earned about 420 dollars that year. 


Othmar Geiger, 1940 US Census 


pm! S|} z) 5] sf 5! | 9] 8 | 5] a 3] 8] s_ 5) 9] 8! 8 | Si | 3] 8 | S| 3] Si | =}! 2} [ele] | ei el 8 
{omens TTS LS fe i | ees! || | | tS 


i Scere | (YILAY | lal dala aaNlats| ga [| || | aga [aa 


wma 
Sheet No, 
0B 


..» Enumerator. 


Ji SPE CEE MMC RCKCCEEECK CEEUGHUGN ERECESRE at 
t pseeessaaelst [S-4 SGfol | aS SS a a te es SS be So 3 Hits i 
SJ dl a3 EIST ST LT Sis SST SEL SELLE Saal hast i a 
i re if EHH HSBHELEL LTTE CET Hasiot as é 3 
hh rity S fel LISS TSS SLE LAST S151 : ae: 
y yt e| a ria ists ss es is as : HA 
S| 2352 ipied 
wR AEE Huu 
CS EG 3 i 
mt ‘ aaah 
| ait é : a 
| Bul i 
a] Be a iiabit 


Salar tk Bese Giana it ota ses aR! Pt BTS Rape Sts Ba ANd i Bese cates ogee fatetedns 


College, th or subsequent year c-neencnennnnw O- 


: 
& 
E : 
885 
Q | un 
Ae =I DSS 2S ES SiS Se Mii > SSS EE BARES a aL 
ae EDS asec tothe i 
Eg ir [ee 
fe ie) ala a 
ibe Le “| 
524 silt ; Tobie 6 
HABER eh LET WIE 
fee all! tat slide iH 
ae: ee oun 
K f 4 Hie i id i | 
. a 2 FH] i "323 
Halt it HABE WEE 
a z Q) 313% i is 
toa dala pod BH 
Hod Gj a | Vida 
ho OG re Pe | sist 
if aa EE CE eC ELEC EE EEE EEL | Hla 
14 hr fErecr nner Seeecurorosnotcrsceeeeete mL 
cf ] Boy =a Feed 
' [URES TREE EATERS by al 
5 | Se hE PSE REE COS ESREERESMSSSSCCce mE CSSCSSE a Ih 
7 BRE SC mEC OSESS ONS SSS RCO nr Se : 
4 PAPE SAREE EERE ESRB EREeS se SF ete] 
: : Senet ‘ : iia 
3 “« Wy] ~w/) 9! ~~] ~ 8 4 
ih 4 CHT 
, Cigmmlee 0 SEEEMECE SE. EEC@RDNCERC CEI] > S Sess ses | 
tl ae ; A ih reeee aT iit 
ties see chee ey i 
Eanes 
7 ail 
a} a 
3 suet 
= i 
2 lee ‘ ae 
Si —] 
Hers eee ap + 
rotons Ee rag 


Delores Federer, 1940 US Census; Emma Frisse’s former house in Highland, 2022 
Delores was eight and in the second grade, and both of her parents were 30 and working on the farm. 


During first and second grade, Delores spent the school weeks living with her recently widowed grandmother Emma (Lauer) Frisse on Zschokke Street in Highland so she could 
walk to St Paul Catholic school in town. She returned home on the weekends. (Her father insisted that she have a Catholic education, even though it meant paying tuition because 
they were out of the bounds of the parish.) Then, she spent two years doing the same at her aunt and uncle Theresa and Leonard Gall’s house on Pine Street. Eventually, Delores’s 
parents convinced Calvin LeBegue and a few other neighbor boys to drive her to school which meant she could stay at home, which was a huge relief to Delores who says she ‘was 
in tears every Monday morning when Dad would take me down to town for the week.’ Later on, Gene Ramsey started a school bus route and Delores could ride the bus. 
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Othmar Geiger, 1950 US Census 


Othmar was 20, and reported working 60 hours a week 
on the farm, along with his brother Raymond. They were 
earning about 820 dollars. His brother Leonard was 
operating machines at the corrugated box company, 
earning about 690. 


The Ramsey school bus 


Delores rode a Ramsey bus to school when it began 
operation, which allowed her to stay home with her 
parents during the week. 
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“From the collection of Delores (Federer) Geiger’s collection: Three photos of Delores as a child and one at her high school graduation. 


Othmar ‘Ott’ and Delores ‘Babe’ Geiger® 


5 Photos from the collection of Delores (Federer) Geiger. 
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Wartime documents from Othmar and Delores, 1943, 1951, 1952 


From left to right: WWII ration books for the Federers, 1943. Each ration book contained a monthly allotment of ration points for items like sugar, meat, cooking oil, and even shoes. 
Rifle Score Card for Othmar, circa 1951. Shipping receipt for china sent by Othmar to Delores during his deployment to Korea, 1952. 
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Bote pe Historical context: Agricultural Communities and The New Deal 


—- F = Delores Federer was born in 1932, in the depths of the Great Depression: Farm income had fallen by over 50% since 1929 
eS es 432219 CS ae and nearly a quarter of America was unemployed. President Franklin D Roosevelt's administration implemented several 
aa WAR RATION ess sheet ae New Deal programs to respond. Some were short term, intended to combat the crisis, but others shaped the environment 
mies egy ee: in which Delores grew up and continued on to present day. For example, the Works Progress Administration was created 
to return the unemployed to the workforce, and financed hospitals, schools, and hundreds of thousands of miles of roads. 
The Illini Union in Champaign, IL and the Gateway Arch in St Louis, MO were some of the many constructions funded by 
the similar ‘rival’ agency, the Public Works Administration. 


(First name) 
treet number or rural route 


City or post 


z, 


Several New Deal programs focused on farming. The Farm Credit Act helped farmers refinance mortgages and played a 


LOCAL BOARD ACTION { pivotal role in the federal credit union movement. Federal Crop Insurance Corporation was created to provide insurance 
tuwed ty CPDL 5 2d for farmers’ produce. Many of these programs continued—the FCIC is now a state-owned corporation—or were formed 
wT, A into the current Farm Service Agency. 
Bw lA. Shon 33 These programs supported numerous farm families: 20% of farmers refinanced their mortgages under the FCA. But they 
ee also changed the face of American farming in other ways: A USDA report found that “minority farmers have lost significant 
i a OS _ amounts of land and potential farm income as a result of discrimination by Farm Service Agency programs and the pro- 


grams of its predecessor agencies.” Especially in Southern states, the lending programs were designed to help primarily 
white farmers, tenants, and sharecroppers and these loans have been shown to have been denied to Black farmers. In 
1900, Black farmers made up 13% of all US farmers. By 1978, they made up about 2% of the total. 


Sources: Congressional Research Service Racial Equity in US Farming: Background in Brief, 19 Nov 2021; Living New Deal Project at University of 
California, Berkely; Coppess, J. "The History and Development of USDA Farm Loan Programs, Part 3: 1946 to 1961." farmdoc daily (11):46, Department of 
ACES, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, March 25, 2021.; Bureau of the Census, Historical Statistics of the United States (1977) series K220, 
N301.; Smiley, Gene (1983). "Recent Unemployment Rate Estimates for the 1920s and 1930s". The Journal of Economic History. 43 (2): 487-493. JSTOR 
2120839; Farm Credit Administration's History of the FCA, Updated October 12, 2021 


Historical context: 1975, the International Year of Women 


In 1975, the United Nations named the year the International Women’s Year. The women’s liberation movement that had just begun in the 1960s was the largest 
and broadest social movement in US history. Women across the country fought for substantial changes that would shape the experience of ‘Geigerbucherinnen.’ 


Some of the women in this book are named as heads of household on censuses—as widows, they were able to own property, write wills, or even execute their 
husbands’ wills. But the legal status of married women in the US was different—the legal existence of the woman was incorporated and consolidated into that 
of the husband, which meant they had legal rights but no legal autonomy. Even until recently, this legal concept of ‘coverture’ meant that marital status was 
one way that women in this book had their potential diminished and limited the types of stories we could eventually document and tell about them. 


As an illustration of how their legal status affected our relatives in large and small ways, consider that every woman named in this book (with the exception 
of the author) came of legal age at a time when they did not have the simple right to take out their own credit card separate from their husbands. Until 1974, 
many banks required single, divorced, or widowed women to bring a man along with them to cosign for a credit card. Only in 1974 did the Fair Credit Opportunity 
Act make it illegal to discrimate based on gender—or religion, race, or national origin, for that matter. 


You also don’t see any of the women in this book with military documents: Prior to 1973, women were only allowed in the military as nurses or support staff. 
While some of the women of the Geigerbuch did hold civilian jobs outside of the home, they also had limited legal rights in the workplace. For example, the 
first time a court recognized office sexual harassment as grounds for any legal action was 1977, well after women in this book entered the workforce. 

Sources: Finding the Movement: Sexuality, contested space, and feminist activism. Anne Enke. Duke University Press, 2007; Smithsonian Magazine, ‘Forty Years Ago, Women Had a Hard Time Getting 


Credit Cards’, Rose Eveleth 2014 https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/forty-years-ago-women-had-a-hard-time-getting-credit-cards-180949289/. The Legal Status of Women, 1776-1830. 
Marylynn Salmon. https://ap.gilderlehrman.org/essay/legal-status-women-1776%C3%A2%E2%82%AC%E2%80%9C1830 


Othmar and Delores Geiger family‘ Federer-Geiger marriage & anniversary 
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Plated tal “nie Celebrate 25 years 
Ince. Her f Beret, oles camspiere 
ecun quiet celebration with megs 
train Othmar Geiger and Delores (nee Federer) 


i 
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| were united in marriage Dec. 30, 1953. The at- 
tendants were Jeanette (Geiger) Voegele, 


her maternal 


of Lucille (Carrillion) Schreiber, Dorothy 
» to (Geiger) Lewis, Joe Geiger Jr. and Donald 

ate mama Frise: 
Roy tae eere of satin, tub antl They are the parents of six 
of honor wore a yellow, children—Jerome, Dan, Steve, Sue, Karen 
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Acres Farming operation in Alhambra. 
Ott and Babe are continuing their anniver- 
sary celebration this week in Hawaii. 
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6 Photo taken for the 25th wedding anniversary of Othmar and Delores. From the collection of Delores (Federer) Geiger. 


Delores (Federer) Geiger’s 90" birthday celebration.’ 


Photographed with her six children in Troy, Illinois, in 2022. 


ro z ' 7D . 
. > > age a 


7 From left to right: Daniel, Karen, Jerome, Susan, Steven, and Barbara. Photo by Genae (Yergler) Andris, oldest granddaughter of Delores. 


The Geigers of Helvetia: Ida Woltering and Joseph Geiger Family 


Ida Bernadine Woltering [5] 


When Joseph Felix was born on 19 Sept 1895, his fa- Ida Bernadine Woltering was born on 4 Aug 1900, in 
ther, Benedikt, was 36 and his mother, Emma, was St Rose, Illinois, and baptized the next day, with 

| 24. Bernadine Vosholler and Theodore Tebbe serving as 
godparents. At her birth, her father, Herman, was 
53, and her mother, Anna, was 38. 


Joseph Felix Geiger [4] 


His daughter Dorothy said that Joe was 19 when his 
dad died of a stroke. 
She married Joseph and they had ten children to- 


ne wae tell wilhOtay eyes ane dank tell ane he gether, although one died at just two days old. 


married Ida Bernadine Woltering on 24 Oct 1923, in 


St Rose, Illinois. They had 10 children in 12 years. Ida worked for a time at the St Louis Dairy company. 


He was a member of St Paul's Catholic Church in 

Highland, a 64-year member of the Knights of Co- 
lumbus Council 1580, a member of the Holy Name 
Society and the Legion of Mary, and a member of 

the Madison County Farm Bureau. 


Ida's younger sister Emma (Sister Terentia) joined a 
convent (Sisters Adorers of the Most Precious 
Blood in Ruma, Illinois) in 1920 and went on a mis- 
sion to China. 


Ida died on 14 Feb 1958 and is also buried in St Jo- 
He retired from farming and lived in Highland Home seph Cemetery in Highland. 
for six years until his death. He died on 24 Sep 1982 
in Highland, Illinois, at the age of 87 and is buried in 


St Joseph Cemetery in Highland, Illinois.® 


Parents 
Herman Woltering* [10] & Anna Marie Catherine Niemeier* [11] 


Parents 
Benedikt Geiger [8] & Emma Catherine Schtrch [9] 


Marriage date 
24 Oct 1923 in St Rose, IL 


Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 

Raymond Joseph Geiger 31 Jul 1924 in Helvetia Township, IL Bertha R Weis 10 May 1955 22 May 2006 in Highland, IL 
Leonard Anthony Geiger ] Dec 1925 Maxine Rickher 1954; Mary Koch 1985 21 Sept 1985 in Chesterfield, MO 
Jeanette Isabelle Geiger 5 Sept 1927 Cletus Voegele 2 May 1970 15 Nov 2010 in Mascoutah, IL 
Angela Marie Geiger 17 Nov 1928 Hayden J Young 26 Sep 1977 24 Aug 2010 in Highland, IL 


Othmar Jerome Geiger 

Alice Clara Geiger 

Bernard Felix Geiger 
Dorothy Eileen Geiger 
Joseph George 'Butch' Geiger 
Francis Leon Geiger 


3 Feb 1930 in Highland, IL 
11 Dec 1931 

8 Apr 1933 

5 Jan 1935 

22 Feb 1937 

30 Sep 1938 


8 Biographical data from a newspaper clipping of his obituary, saved by Delores Geiger. 


Delores Federer, 30 Dec 1953 
Roger A Vonland 26 Sept 1977 


Glenn B Lewis 8 Oct 1960 
JoAnn R Eilers 18 Jun 1960 
LaVerne Rode 27 Aug 1960 


6 Jun 1997 in Alhambra, IL 
12 Dec 2020 in Kissimmee, FL 
10 Apr 1933 in Helvetia, IL 


24 Oct 2014 in Highland, IL 
8 Jun 2023 in Alhambra, IL 


Ida Woltering baptism, 1900 Geiger-Woltering marriage, 1923° 


Godparents were Bernadine Vosholler and Theodore Tebbe. Witnesses are Benjamin (Staloy?) and Olivia Woltering. 
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All draft cards in this book were obtained via the website Fold3. 


Joseph Geiger, 1910 US Census 
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Ida Woltering, 1920 US Census 


Ida and her parents were living with Ida’s older brother Aloysius in Helvetia; Ida’s brother Henry and his wife Anna appear to have lived next door. 
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Joseph Geiger, 1920 US Census 


Joseph and his sister Mary lived with their mother in Helvetia Township. 
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Ida and Joseph wedding photo (Oct) and as attendants (Sept) 1923" 


Witnesses at their wedding were John Staloy and Ida’s sister, Olivia. Bernard Woltering was one of Ida’s older brothers. 


: 


Bernard & Clara (Kustermann) 
Woltering 
September 12, 1923 
Attendants: Ida Woltering & 
Joseph Geiger 


"Erom the collection of Delores (Federer) Geiger. 
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Joseph and Ida Geiger, 1930 US Census 


Joseph and Ida have had five children by 1930, but also seem to have an orphan at the house named John Sheraka as well as a ‘daughter’ Catherine Frohm with a different last 
name. Although they've written she is a daughter this is unlikely; it is also noted her father is from Germany. 
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This census listed the whole family and hired man Adolph Storbeck in Helvetia Township. The Geigers were renting, paying $12 monthly rent. 


Joseph and Ida Geiger, 1940 US Census 
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Joseph and Ida Geiger family photo” 


” Erom the collection of Delores (Federer) Geiger. Front row: Ida, Dorothy, Francis, Joseph Jr, Joseph Sr 2nd row: Angela, Alice, Othmar, Jeanette. Back row: Leonard, Raymond. 


Joseph and Ida Geiger family photo” 


Joseph Geiger WWII draft registration card, 1942 
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Historical context: WWII Draft and Post-war Programs 


When Joe Geiger registered for the WWII draft in 1942, he was already 47 years old. He 
had registered for the WWI draft at the age of 21, almost 25 years earlier. 


On April 27, 1942, the Selective Service conducted the fourth of six WWI draft registra- 
tions. This registration, also called the ‘Old Man's Registration,’ collected information on 
the industrial capacity and skills of men born between 27 Apr 1877, and 16 Feb 1897 (ages 
45 to 64). This draft registration was exceptional: not intended to be used for active-duty 
military service, but to provide a complete inventory of manpower resources in the US 
that could be used for national service. 


Earlier registrations began after the Burke-Wadsworth Act was passed by Congress on 
16 Sep 1940, by wide margins in both houses. It was the first peacetime draft in the his- 
tory of the United States. 


According to History.com editors, “The registration of men between the ages of 21 and 
36 began exactly one month [after the act was passed], as Secretary of War Henry L. 
Stimson, who had been a key player in moving the Roosevelt administration away from 
a foreign policy of strict neutrality, began drawing draft numbers out of a glass bowl. 
The numbers were handed to the president, who read them aloud for public announce- 
ment. There were some 20 million eligible young men—50 percent were rejected the 
very first year, either for health reasons or illiteracy (20 percent of those who registered 
were illiterate). 


In November 1942, with the US now a participant in the war ... the draft ages expanded; 
men 18 to 37 were now eligible. Blacks were passed over for the draft until 1943 because 
of racist assumptions about their abilities and the viability of a mixed-race military. 


By war's end, approximately 34 million men had registered, and 10 million served with 
the military.” 


Although they were not drafted, more than 1 million black men eventually did serve in 
the military during WWII. Despite being excluded from the draft, after their service they 
were technically eligible to benefit from post-war programs such as the Gl Bill. The law 
had three major benefits: money for education, loan guarantees for homes, farms, or 
business, and unemployment pay. 


However, when black veterans returned, the reality was that segregated systems kept 
them from accessing the benefits they had earned. 


For example, college: Black residents of the South were restricted to about 100 schools 
that were designated as ‘Colleges for Negroes’, and most had only a few hundred stu- 
dents. As aresult, about 95% of them could only attend historically black colleges, which 
were overwhelmed by the influx and underfunded. Two thirds of all the black veterans 
were from the South, where access to benefit information also differed, with only about 
a dozen black counselors for all of Georgia and Alabama and none in Mississippi. ULti- 
mately the Bill was found to have a substantial negative impact and exacerbated eco- 
nomic and educational differences for black and white Americans in the South. 


For home loan guarantees, the realities were even worse. In 1945, returning veterans 
could access loans, but the Federal Housing Administration and the Veterans Admin- 
istration were financing post-WWII housing developments and they explicitly prohibited 
these homes from being sold to black residents. Black families that were prohibited 
from buying those homes or property in the 40s and 50s, gained none of the equity ap- 
preciation that white families gained. Today, the net worth of a typical white family is 
nearly 10 times that of a black family. 


Sources: This Day in History: 1940 September 16 United States imposes the draft https://www.history.com/this- 
day-in-history/united-states-imposes-the-draft. World War II Selective Service Draft Cards: Fourth Registra- 
tion, 1942 https://www.archives.gov/files/research/military/ww2/draft-cards-fourth-registration.pdf. GI Bill, 
WWII and the Education of Black Americans. National Bureau of Economic Research. https://www.nber.org/di- 
gest/dec02/gi-bill-world-war-ii-and-education-black-americans. 
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A description of Joe and Ida written by their daughter, Dorothy (Geiger) Lewis: 


“Grandma Geiger’s family settled near St Rose. She went to St Rose School and as far as | know graduated from 8" grade. | don't know at what age but she did work in Highland for 
Dr Kreser, a local MD. She was a hired girl and helped in his office. 


Later she worked for the Highland Dairy. | don’t know if this is where she met Grandpa Geiger or at the local dance hall. Anyway they met and eventually married. | also know that 
Grandma made hats (popular in the 1920s) and purses to sell. 


All their lives, Grandma and Grandpa lived at the corner of now Klaus-Geiger Rd and Iberg Rd. They had 10 children (one died in infancy). We were all baptized at St Paul and grad- 
uated from St Paul High. Mom loved to read and believed in education. She pushed for high school for all her children. Mom was the one that took us to school everyday. The 
school bus started in 1948. 


Mom and Dad's faith was foremost in their lives. We went to mass every Sunday and holy day. Mom would take part of the family to one mass and Dad took the rest to another. 
Weather or a late night were no excuses. Prayers were said before and after meals. During Lent and Advent the rosary was said after supper. 


Mom worked hard to support her husband and children. She cooked many a meal. Except for breakfast we all ate together at a long table. Dad at the head and Mom to his right (so 
she could get up for extras like moms usually did). 


We had a large garden and a truck patch and grew most of our food. We also had an orchard. It was nothing unusual to can several hundred quarts of fruits and vegetables. We 
had no refrigerator until | was older. We had an ice box and Dad bought ice at the local locker plant. If summer was hot, Mom would let us chip off a piece of ice to suck on. We had 
jelly at every meal. 


Raising a family during the Depression and World War II was no easy task. Mom and Dad worked as a team. Their faith sustained them and their German disposition made them 
move on. We may not have had all the material things of life but we did have food, shelter and knowledge our parents were there. 


Remember we lived in the country and Dad still used horses for farming. Mom took us to school (St Paul) most days (rain - snow - good weather.) Most of our neighbors’ kids went 
to country schools. There were four country schools. One north-east (by Klaus Rd & Sebastopol Road) known as the Forrister School. One south (Bob Eilers Place) known as 
Sugar Creek. One on Buckeye Rd, known as Buckeye School. One on Iberg Rd, west of the gun club. 


For money makers each year the school held box socials. All the unmarried girls and women of the school district decorated a box and filled it with good food. The boxes were 
raffled off to eligible young men. We, us girls, got to participate because OUR Dad was the local auctioneer. He knew how to play the crowd.” 


—— Ida Woltering Geiger 
burial record, 1958 and 
photo” 


4 
: Liber Defunctorum Ecclesiae 


On Ida’s death certificate, 
the cause of death was 
noted as ‘probably coronary 
occlusion.’ Ida’s daughter 
Dorothy still has the certifi- 
cate, which also noted the 
Boulanger Funeral Home 
was the funeral director and 
the burial was in St Jo- 
seph’s Cemetry in Saline 
Township. 
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™ St Paul Church records, Marriages 1911-1950, Deaths 1911-1974. Photo: Ida Woltering, from the collection of Delores Geiger 


Emma Clara, Ida’s younger 
sister, returned from China, 
1946 

Emma departed Shanghai (where 


she had served as a nun) in Jan 1946 
and arrived at Tacoma, Washington 
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Joe Geiger’s milk truck 


“Joseph Geiger had a milk hauling route. This started with 
a team of horses and a wagon. It eventually turned into a 
truck with an insulated box, milk was hauled in cans. Not 
sure who of the Geiger sons got in on the hauling, but | 
believe Ray was the main driver for the truck. 


Geiger Farms still has the last truck that was used, 1953 
Chevy, that my dad turned into a grain truck. We also 
have the last milk box used, possibly the one that is in 
this picture. The route would have been local dairy farm- 
ers, but not sure where they hauled milk to. 


Notice the chicken under the truck. 


Geiger Farms, LLC currently farms all the tillable ground 
that is included in the Geiger family [Joe Geiger Sr’s 
farm]. 


As manager of Geiger Farms, | feel it is an honor to be 
the 5th generation to farm this family farm.” 


® National Archives and Records Administration; Washington, D.C.; Passenger and Crew Lists of Vessels Arriving at Seattle, Washington; NAl Number: 4449160; Record Group Title: Records of the Immigration and Naturalization 


Service, 1787 - 2004; Record Group Number: 85; Series Number: M1383; Roll Number: 286 
© Dave Geiger, grandchild of Joe Geiger and current manager of Geiger Farms LLC, in 2022 
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The Evolution of the Geiger Family Farm in Helvetia, beginning in 1891 


Felix Geiger began buying land in Helvetia Township in the 1890s. It appears the first parcel may have been in Section 11, but | don’t have record of how he came to own that land, half 
of which was owned by F. Thraner and half by J. Iberg in the 1861 plat book. Felix added on a small 20-acre parcel that had been Alex Forrester’'s to his first property in Section 11, 
and Adolph eventually added on another 60 acres to make a contiguous parcel of 160 acres. This was passed to Adolph, then to Leonard Geiger, then to his children Jay Geiger and 


Cheryl Mueller. so they are Joe and Ida's grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren of Felix and Theresa. 
The second parcel was 40 acres in Section 15. Felix and Theresa lived on the Section 15 farm. 
Felix and Theresa had five children: Mary and Benedikt were the only two to have children to inherit the land. 


Louis, Theresa, and Adolph did own and operate some of the original farmland but also added on. Although these three children did not have children of their own to inherit the 
property, Geiger land was nonetheless passed to Felix and Theresa's grandchildren—it just ‘skipped’ over Benedikt. 


Benedikt was a tenant farmer who lived several places around the Pierron, St. Jacob and Highland area, but Felix and Theresa's land did not pass directly to him. Eventually, Ben- 
edikt became a tenant on the Zipprodt family’s property (Section 14) which was only a 1/2 mile down the road from Felix's farm. 
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Joseph Geiger Section 14 farm photo, 1950” 


Joe lived in the southwest corner of the northeast quarter of Section 14 of 
Helvetia. His house no longer exists; it was torn down and a new house was 
built by his son, Joe ‘Butch’ Geiger. 


Geiger Farms, LLC. 2022 


Geiger Farms, which is operated on one of Felix and Theresa’s original properties (parcel 3) in Section 14, is part 
of the the Centennial Farms program in Illinois, which “honors generations of farmers who have worked to 
maintain family farms in Illinois.” 


To qualify for Centennial Farm status, an agricultural property must have been owned by the same family of 
lineal or collateral descendants for at least 100 years. A lineal descendant is a person in the direct line of de- 
scent, such as a child or a grandchild. A collateral descendant is not a direct descendant, but is otherwise 
closely related, such as a brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece or cousin. 


Geiger Farms have been owned by a member of the Geiger family since the original date of purchase of 1894. It 
is currently managed by Dave Geiger, who provided the land abstracts for Geiger properties in the next pages. 


™ Erom the collection of Delores (Federer) Geiger. 
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Parcel 2 Land Abstract: Felix bought 40 acres in Section 15, 1891 


abi g ee — hacieatcak = _ This parcel was first bought from the US Government by Casper Koepfli, one of 
JORN C, SPSINER Filed Oct. 9, 1894 the Swiss co-founders of the city of Highland, in 1834. 


Book 211 page 170 ; 
It was bought from Mr. Koepfli and exchanged hands six more times, until it 


Conveys, the A 533-5 
nites do ali sera sehen sere was bought from Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Steiner in 1891 by Felix Geiger. 


Felix left it to his wife and children, and it was passed from Adolph to Joe 
Geiger and it is now owned by Joe and Ida Geiger’s youngest child, Francis 


JOHN C, SPBINER & Wife WARRANTY DEED i , . ae : 
o Dated Oct. 8, 1891 Jake’ Geiger. Some of it is farmed by Geiger Farms, LLC. 
FELIX GIGER Filed Oct.. 9, 1891 


Book 211 page 171 


j oe 
onveys, North West @r.. of the South West Gr. of Section 15-3-5, 


THERESIA GEIGER, Nidow QUIT CLAIM DEED ae 
BEN GEIGER & Wife Dated Sept. 14, 1909 Zipprode | 
WARY BREHM & Husband Fred Filed Sept. 15, 1909 
who with the Grantees herein Book 33 page <A4 
are all the heirs of Felix Giger,dec'd, 
To 
LOUIS GIGER, ADOLPH GEIGER and ee ie pe oeen tae ee 
THERESLA GBIGER Parcel 3 Land Abstract: Felix bought 80 acres in ee] 4 
. i 
Conveys, veh Nest Or.. of the South Rest Or. of Section 156-3+ Section 14, 1894 Ps 


i ES ae ts 
The foregoing is a correct abstract of title to the land described 

in the Caption hereof;as we have found the same on the indexes to Deeds, Mortga 
Judgments and tax sales of Madison County, at EBdwardsville this @énd day of 
September A.D. 1909 at 9:40 A.M. / LOUIS FB. VALLIE? & Wife WABRANTY DEED 
— Kili Af... = | to Dated Apr. 23, 1892 

xh 22 * : #38 HIPPOLYTE LEROY Filed Apr. 26, 1892 

- Book 215 page 104 


Le, 
Conveys, south Nest Or. of the North Bast Qr.. and 
South 1/2 of the North West Qn. of North Bast Or. Sec. 14+3-5, 


\ HIPPOLYTE LEROY & Wife WARRANTY DEBD 
we To Dated Aug. 20, 1894 
FELIX GIGER Filed Aug. 22, 1894 


Book 235, page 107 


Consens, South Nest Ur. North Bast Or. and South 1/2 of the North Re: 
vtr.. of the North Bast Or. of Section 14-3-5., 


URS JOSEPH DROBSCH & Wife WARRANTY DEED 
To Dated Oct. 3, 1895, 
PELIX GIGER Filed Oct. 4, 1895, 


Book 2283 page 369 


Convey, th 1/2 of the North Nest @r. of the North Bast r. of 
Section 14-3-5. 


FELIZ GIGER & Wife MORTGAGE DERD 
To Dated Oct. 3, 1895, 
URS JOSRPH DROBSCH Biled Oct. 4, 1895. 


Book 226 page 437 


Parcel 4 Land Abstract: Felix bought acres in Section 14, 1895 


North 1/2 of North West r.. of North Bast Qr. of Sec. 14-3-5, 


In the 1892 plat book, the section Felix eventually bought is marked ‘J. D’’; 
Joseph Droesch. 


URS JOSEPH DROBSCH REL BASE OF ABOVE 
To Dated Oct.. 6, 1896 Combined with parcel 3, this made a total of 80 acres purchased by Felix 
FELIX GIGER Filed Oct.. 7, 1896 


Geiger; this Section 14 farm was the first land Benedikt's son Joe Geiger 


Book 20 page 124 
owned. It is currently owned by Geiger Farms, LLC. 


Parcel 3 and 4 Land Abstract: Theresa, Ben- 


edikt, & Mary gift acres in Section 14, 1909 


u Now the Geigers own the whole west half of the north- 
_ east quarter of Section 14 


Parcel 5 Land Abstract: Adolph Geiger 
bought 80 acres in Section 14, 1937 


Roy R.Zipprodt and Edna Warranty Deed $4000.00 The ‘Zipprodt’ farm is 80 acres that was purchased 
p 
Zipprodt, his wife and Dated July 13, 1937 by Adolph Geiger for $4000. 
Ella S. Hoover and Frederick Filed July 30, 1937 ; 
r F. Hoover, her husband, Book 747 Page 8. Othmar Geiger, Joe’s son, eventually inherited 
ie to = _| some of this property and bought some of his 
Adolph Geiger. & siblings’ shares, and that land is still owned by 
Conveys:- i: ce oer da Othmar’s wife Delores (Federer) Geiger. 
The Northwest quarter of the northwest quarter See page 49 for a photo taken on that property 


and the northeast quarter of the northwest quarter 

of Section fourteen (14) in Township three North Range 
Five West of the Third Principal Meridian, containing 
eighty (80) acres, more or less, Situated in the County 
of Madison in the State of Illinois. 

The Grantee assumes and agrees to pay the taxes levied 
against the above described real estate for the year 
A.De 1937s 

The above real estate is sold subject to the leasehold 
interest of Joseph F. Geiger, tenant in possession 
whose lease expires March lst, A.D. 1939. 

Instrument is signed Roy R. Zipprodt (Seal) Edna Zipprodt 
(Seal) Ella S. Hoover (Seal) Frederick E, Hoover (Seal) 
Instrument was acknowledged on July 13, 1987 by Roy 

R. Zipprodt and Edna Zipprodt, his wife, before Wm. 

G. Anderson, a Notary Public in and for Bergen County, 
New Jersey and is under Notarial Seal. 

Instrument was acknowledged on July 15, 1937 by Ella 

S. Hoover and Frederick F. Hoover, her husband, 

before Lillian L. Green, a Notary Public in and for 
Los Angeles County, California and is under Notarial 


Seal. 
($4.00 I.R.S. attached-cancelled) 
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Parcel 6: Joe Geiger bought 120 acres in Section 11, 1947 


This parcel in the southeast quarter of the southeast quarter of Section 11 was purchased by Joe Geiger around 1947 from the Forrester (sometimes 
spelled Forister) family. 


These are photos of the Forister farm when purchased in the 1940s and on the right, the house in the 1970s. The Geiger family has retained the landgrant 
transfer to the first landowner and the abstract, but does not include the purchase by Joseph Geiger as abstracts were discontinued by then because of 
the cost. 


eer , This house is still owned today by a descendant of Benedikt: Raymond and Bertha Geiger lived in this house and currently their son Dale owns it. 
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pesnagie inc JI ~ Properties still owned by Geiger descendants in 2022 


The properties owned are indicated on the 2007 platbook map with a number that tells the order in which 
they were purchased. 


Cheryl A. : 
Mueller 


Burnell J. 
Petry, Tr. 


& Richard 
Bircher 


Delores J. 
Ciiger Trust 


Robert L. 
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iSMTRO Jacque- 40 

Newson ta line \James G.|G 
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50 |Schneider; Ka Ruth R. Rogier 


Joe Geiger photos and obituary” 


This photo was taken in Helvetia Township, Section 
14 in front of Joe and Ida Geiger’s house. The family 
in this photo grew up in this home, which was even- 
tually torn down and replaced by Joe ‘Butch’ Geiger’s 
house. Grandchildren remember big summer parties 
with many cousins gathering at the house, espe- 
cially when Alice (Sister Miriam Thomas) would be 
home from the convent (School Sisters of Notre 
Dame). 


About 100 yards away from that house was his 
daughter Dorothy's house, where he spent a short 
time before he moved to Highland to a home.” 


of 
the 
son, 1923. Te Rose. she Society a an of 
aire i f County Farm 
2 ale include five Madison C) 
a, Ra A he and Should friends isl 
ms cigs et the St 
2 oa, Geiger the funeral homé to 


8 Clipping and photos from the collection of Delores (Federer) Geiger. Photo at top left: Back row: ‘Butch,’ ‘Jake,’ ‘Ray,’ Othmar, Leonard. Front: Angela, Alice, Joe, Dorothy, Jeanette 
™ Told to me by Steven ‘Jake’ Geiger in 2022. 
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Dorothy (Geiger) Lewis’ description of Joe and Ida’s children: 


|. “Raymond Joseph Geiger 


1942 Graduated from St Paul High School, worked on farm, hauled 
milk - helped at farming. Lived on Forrister Place (north of home- 
place), worked at Highland Supply, Highland Community Schools - 
Custodian 


2. Leonard Anthony Geiger 


1943- Graduated from St Paul High School, Worked at Highland Box 
Board (lived at home), Served in Korean War, Worked at Highland 
Box Board after service. buried in St Joseph’s Cemetery, Highland 


3. Jeanette Isabelle Geiger 


1945 - Graduated from St Paul High School. Worked for Dr Hermann 
(Hired Girl) for several years, worked at Highland Box Board till 
1970, lived in apartment in Highland 


4. Angela Marie Geiger 


1946 Graduated from St Paul High School. Worked at St Joseph Hos- 
pital, Highland part-time during high school 


Fall 1946 - Graduated St John’s School of Nursing, Returned to St 
Joseph's Hospital, Highland, lived in apartment in Highland 


1949 unil 1998 worked at either St Joseph Hospital or Dr Hediger's 
office 


5. Othmar Jerome Geiger [see Chapter 1 for more on Othmar] 
6. Alice Clara Geiger 


Graduated from St Paul High School 


Around age 14 or 15 moved to Highland and lived with Jeanette in 
apartment and worked at St Joseph Hospital after school, weekends 


Worked 1 year after graduation at St Joseph’s Hospital, Fall 1950 - 
Entered School Sisters of Notre Dame Convent 


1950-1968 - Was Catholic nun - taught in schools at Ripa, Belleville, 
San Antonio, TX, New Orleans 


Received Bachelor’s degree and Master’s Degree from Oklahoma 
University 


June 1968 - Left convent and returned to Illinois 


Fall 1968 - Entered St John’s School of Lab Technology - Spring- 
field, IL, Graduated - Moved to Houston, TX 


Married Roger A Vonland on Sept 24, 1977, they lived in various 
states - Texas, Georgia, Tennessee, Florida 


Joe Geiger medical certificate of death, 1982 


7. Bernard Felix Geiger 
Born April 8, 1933, Died April 10, 1933, Buried St Joseph Cemetery 
8. Dorothy Eileen Geiger 
1951 Graduated from St Paul High School - spent 1 year at home 
helping Mom 


Aug 1955 - Graduated from St John’s, Aug 1955 - Oct 1957 - Em- 
ployed at St John’s Hospital, Worked as RN in Polio Ward 


Oct 1957 - Came home - Mom sick. Employed at St Joseph’s Hospi- 
tal - Recovery Room 


Feb 1958 - Mom Died, | worked and kept house for Dad, Butch and 
Jake 


Oct 1960 - married Glenn Lewis - St Paul, Had 4 children, Enjoyed 
antiquing, garage sales, refinishing furniture, helping with 4-H 
9. Joseph George (Butch) Geiger 


Born Feb 22, 1937 at hospital. In 8th grade contracted Rheumatic Fe- 
ver. Bed ridden for months. We had no TV or indoor plumbing 


1955 - Graduated from St Paul High School, By end of high school 
could resume school work and sports, served in Peace Time Army 
Reserve 


Moved into Geiger Farm Homestead Klaus-Geiger Rd Grain farm - 
milked cows and raised swine - later beef cattle 


St Paul Church - Extra Ordinary Minister - taught PSR classes. 
Kirchenfest committee and more 


4-H Leader, Madison County Fair Board Officer, Belonged to Moose 
Club, Highland Jaycees, K of C, Pork Producers 


Helvetia Township Supervisor, Enjoyed Sports - Participation and 
Observer - Coach, Served and Chaired committees for Highland 
Schools 


Had 7 children 
10. Francis Leon Geiger 


Born Sept 30, 1938, graduated from St Paul High School, lived at 
home, served in the Peace Time Reserves 


Moved to Rode Farm in Edwardsville, grain farmed, raised swine, 
served on Township Committees, loved to square dance, helped with 
Madison Co Fair, still living on farm.” 


Joe's medical certificate of death, retained by his daughter Dorothy, states he was living on Rural Route 2, Box 100 and was buried in 
in St Joseph Cemetery. He was listed as ‘inpatient’ at St Joseph Hospital at his time of death. He suffered atherosclerosis and a heart attack. 


20 The Breese Journal, 30 Sep 1982 


Joseph Geiger obituary” 


_ Joseph Geiger Sr. 


Joseph F. Geiger Sr., 87, of 
Highland, died Friday, Sept. 24, 
1982, at St. Joseph's Hospital, 
Highland. 

’ He was born Sept. 19, 1895, 
near Pierron, and farmed most 
of his life, before retiring in 
1961. Geiger had been a High- 
land Home resident since 1976. 

Geiger married Ida B: Wolter- 
ing on Oct. 24, 1923, in St. Rose, 
and she died Feb. 14, 1958. 

Survivors include sons Ray- 
mond, Leonard, and Joseph Jr., 
all of Highland, Othmar of 
Alhambra and Francis of Ed- 
wardsville; daughters Jeannette 
(Mrs. Cletus) of Mascoutah, 
Angela (Mrs. Hayden) Young 
and Dorothy (Mrs. Glenn) Lewis 
both of Highland, and ‘Alice 
(Mrs. Roger) Vonland of Dun- 
woody, Ga.; sister Hildagard 
Haislar of Chastains of High- 
land; 29 grand - and five great 
grandchildren. 

Sisters Anna Geiger, Teresa 
Schuh and Mary Woltering, and 
son Bernard, preceeded him in 
death. 

He was a member of St. Paul 
Church, Highland, a 64-year 
member of the Knights of 
Columbus Council #1580, mem- 
ber of the Holy Name Society 
and Legion of Mary Societies of 
the church, and Madison 
County Farm Bureau. 

Services were held at 10 a.m. 
Monday, from St. Paul Church, 
with Father Martin B. Mangan 
of Highland, Father Jerome 
Ratermann of Waterloo, and Rt. 
Rev. Msgr. Henry J. Knoedler 
of Pierron, officiating, and 
burial was in St. Joseph Ceme- 
tery, Highland. 

Visitation was held at 
Spengel-Boulanger Funeral 
Home, Highland, a church wake 
service was held at 3:15 p.m., 
and a Legion of Mary Rosary 
Service was held at 8:30 p.m. 
Sunday, both at the funeral 
home. 


Woltering-Geiger Families 


___ Othmar Jerome 
GEIGER [2] 


Delores S 


L____ ® 
FEDERER [3] 


___ Christian GEIGER 
[64] 
-— Anton GEIGER [32] © 
-— Felix GEIGER* [16] ©] | __ Katharina KUNAZ 
| _ Maria Anna FLAIG [65] 
[33] 
___ Benedikt GEIGER | 
[8] — Georg KAMPP [34] -—— A"™"a i am 
| ___ Theresa KAMP* | Mathias EHRET [Jacob EHRET [140] 
tm fm 
| Verena KEISSER 
; [141] 
| __ Theresia EHRET | 
[35] 
___ Peter Paul PFAFF . | 
| Maria Anna PFAFE [42 
In Maria Eva MOSER 
___ Joseph F GEIGER ee L:) 
[4] ___ Franz SCHURCH 
Melchior [72] 
SCHURCH [36] | __ Verena STOCKLI 
[73] 
Hieronymus ol 
SCHURCH* [18] Josef Jakob = -— Felix KUTTEL [148] 
— Ludwig KUTTEL -— 
x [74] |___ Anna Maria 
— ge Z| RUTTIMAN [149] 
[37] |__ Maria Katharina 
|__ Emma Catherine | eee 
SCHIERCH [9] 
___ Georg Joseph 
Balthasar eal AMLEHN [76] 
AMLEHN [38] Clementia 
_ GALLICKER [77] 
| __ Anna Christina _| 
AMLEHN* [19] : 
___ Michael TROXLER 
Maria Ana [78] 
‘Theodore =, —___ 
— WOLTERING [20] TROXLER [39] | Anna Maria 
"WOLTERING'I0) "| go storia AOL 
— Catharina * 
RATERMANN* [21] 
Ida Bernadine | ___ Theodor NIEMEIER 
WOLTERING [5] Joseph P [44] 
osep is 
NIEMEIER [22] Maria Helena 
Anna Marie LANHERMAN [45] 
——— Catherine 
NIEMEYER’ [11] Jan Fridrich 
| __ Katharina (Katie) 4 SOMMER [46] 
SOMMER [23] Maria Elizabeth 


HOPPE [47] 


-— Peter PFAFF [284] 


|___—— Maria Eva 
HAITZMANN [285] 


Emma Catherine Schierch [9] 


When Emma was born on 8 Apr 1871, in 
Highland, Illinois, her father, Hieronymus, 
was 63, and her mother, Anna, was 40. Her 
father only lived until she was 11. 


At 23, she married Benedikt. She gave birth 
to five children, although her youngest 
daughter died in infancy. Her mother died 
when Emma was 40 and Emma's husband 


Benedikt Geiger [8] 


Benedikt was born on 2 Jan 1859 in Boonville, F We crn lore hen during ae 


Missouri, and died on 17 Sep 1915 in Highland, let us not forget her in death. 
Illinois. —St, Ambrose. 


He is the second of five children. Benedikt’s 
older sister Mary was born in Baden, now Ger- 
many. When she was five years old, her par- 
ents moved the family to Missouri. Benedikt 


was born there, and then when Benedikt was 
about eight, they moved to Illinois. On the 1860 
Boonville census, Benedikt’s father Felix re- 


In Your Charity : 
Pray for the repose of the soul of 
MRS. EMMA GEIGER 


died four years later. 


She lived to the age of 76 and died 21 Oct 


Born April 8, 1871 1947. 


Died October 21, 1947 


PRAYER 

O gentlest Heart of Jesus, ever 
present in the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, ever consumed with burn- 
ing love for the poor captive 
souls in Purgatory, have mercy 
on the soul of Thy servant 
Emma. Bring her from the 
shadows of exile to the bright 
home of Heaven, where we trust, 
Thou and Thy Blessed Mother 
have woven for her a crown of 
unfading bliss. Amen. 


ported he was a brickmaker at that time. 


Benedikt married Emma on 2 Oct 1894 in High- 
land, Illinois, when he was 35. 


Benedikt and his family lived close to his 
father, Felix, in Helvetia Township. 


Pon ee ee ee eee 


Nd dein 


ee at 


Parents Parents 


Felix Geiger* [16] & Theresa Gampp* [17] Hieronymus Schurch* [18] & Anna Amlehn* [19] 


Marriage date 2 Oct 1894 


Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 
Joseph Felix 19 Sep 1895 Ida B Woltering 24 Sep 1982 
Theresa M 23 Dec 1896 John V Schuh, 4 Nov 1919, Highland, IL 16 Nov 1976 
Hildegard A 20 Feb 1898 Fred Haislar, 25 Nov 1918 11 Jan 1984 

Mary Olivia 31 May 1901 Aloys Woltering, 12 Sep 1922 7 Apr 1973 

Klara 17 Apr 1903 9 May 1903 


Description of Benedikt and Emma Geiger, by granddaughter Dorothy (Geiger) Lewis 


“From what Dad [Joseph Geiger] said his parents moved often in their first years of marriage. They were tenant farmers - from Pierron to Highland to Grantfork to St Jacob. 
In 1914 they finally settled back in Highland - renting one of Adolph and Louis’ places. The farm you know as Uncle Butch’s place. 
Benedict died in 1915 and Grandpa Joe became the man of the family and continued to farm the land.” 


i RS Benedikt Geiger, Helvetia Township, 1870 US Census 
z 3 ‘Tmgpisies sumbered 7; 16, and 17 are be asked-ia respect to infants. Inquiries numbered 11, E are ” : : . . 
/ mee) was } aie merely by an afirmative mark, as /. ene Se , =" Although Benedikt first appears at the age of 2 on acensus in Boonville, 
Scuepvte 1. InhaDitants in : os ,in the Coumt}\ of » State Missouri in 1860, he and his family have moved to Highland by 1870. 
of , ig ; : 
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Historical context: The African-American Brick Wall of the 
1870 US Census 


Benedikt and his family lived in Missouri for the 1860 Census—slavery 
was still legal there at the time and enslaved people would not have 
been recorded on the census by name. He was 12 and in Illinois already 
by the time the 1870 Census was conducted—it was the first census con- 
ducted after the Civil War, and after the passage of the 13"" Amendment. 
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It was also the first federal census that included all African American 
inhabitants by name. It is sometimes referred to as the genealogy ‘brick 
wall’ because many African Americans are unable to trace their family 
members beyond this document. Many unique challenges for the African 
American genealogist like this exist; documentation was different, Afri- 
can Americans were also not always counted accurately, but also, for 
example, families were split up and sold or re-sold during slavery, mak- 
ing lineages difficult to trace. 
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In earlier censuses, enslaved people may have been indicated only as 
one of atotal number of slaves living in the household. The 1820 Census 
simply included age ranges for all African Americans, whether they 
were enslaved or free. In 1850 and 1860, the census included the names 
of all free members of the household. At that time, it was also decided 
to count enslaved people, but only the name of the owner and the num- 
ber of slaves owned (along with information like age, gender, and color, 
which could help a genealogist, but wouldn't confirm an identity). 
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In addition to census records, every family member in this book can be 
linked to a ship manifest for the vessel that carried their immigrant an- 
cestor from Europe to the US, with all of the information those ship 
manifests contained, often documenting their original homeland. How- 
ever, slave ships did not keep such manifests and nearly no African 
American would be able to trace themselves back to a specific ship— 
excluding potentially descendants of those on the Clotilda, the last 
known US slave ship to bring captives from Africa to the US, arriving in 
Alabama in 1860. 


a 


Cudjoe Kazoola Lewis (born in 1841 in 
present-day Benin) and 31 survivors of 
that illegal ship, the Clotilda, founded 
Africatown, a small community in nearby 
Mobile on two acres of land the group 
bought for $100. Lewis was the third-to- 
last adult survivor of the Atlantic slave 
trade, and died in 1935. Some formerly 
enslaved people died as late as the 1960s. 
Photo of Lewis at right circa 1914. 


Sources: New York Public Library, African American Genealogy: The 1870 Census. 
https://libguides.nypL.org/AfricanAmericanGenealogy. Encyclopedia of Alabama, Cudjo 
Lewis. http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-1403 


Benedikt Geiger, Helvetia Township, 1880 US Census 


In 1880, Benedikt lived with his parents and siblings in 
Helvetia Township. 
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nara . Emma Schitrch, Saline, 1880 US Census 


“tthe Census Year begins June 1, 1879, and ends May 81; 1880- 
Noite B.—All persons will be included in the Enumeration who were liv: 
OMITTED. Members of Families who have DIF! 


June 1, 1880, will be 
Note C.—Questions Nos. 13, 14, 22 and 28 are not to be asked in respect to persons under 10 years of age. 
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Emma Catherine Schirch baptism record, 1871”! 


Godparents are Johann Stirnimann and Katharina Steiner, who later married. 
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21 St Paul Catholic church records, Highland, IL. Marriage license documentation from family records provided by Elaine Greene in 2022. 
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Geiger-Schirch marriage records” 


Dorothy (Geiger) Lewis wrote in 2022 that the Koehlers (from nearby Trenton, IL) were Geiger relatives; indeed, their grandmother was a Kamp (Magdalena) and sister to Emma’s 
mother, Theresa (Kamp) Geiger. They are shown in the marriage records below as witnesses, along with Benedikt's siblings, Adolph and Theresia Geiger. 
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22 St Paul Church Records, Highland Journal 10 Apr 1894 


3 Photos from the collection of Dorothy (Geiger) Lewis, provided by Lynn Weis. Benedikt and Emma wedding photo includes witnesses Theresia Geiger, Maria Koehler, Adolph Geiger, and Adolph Koehler. 


Aloys & Mary (Geiger) Woltering 


Although Aloys and Mary are not direct ancestors of Delores and Othmar Geiger, this is a special section on the couple, as Aloys was 
Ida Woltering’s [5] brother and Mary was Benedikt Geiger [8]'s sister. The photo at left is Aloys and Mary on their wedding day, in 1922. 
The photo on the next page is the whole famly in 1948; the young girl seated furthest right is Olivia, who grew up to write the following 
family history.” 


Mary was Benedikt and Emma (Schurch) Geiger’s youngest daughter to live to adulthood. She married Aloys Woltering. Ida married 
Benedikt and Emma’s oldest son, Joseph—so Mary and Joseph Geiger both married Woltering siblings. 


Olivia Anna Woltering, born 18 Jan 1940, was the couple’s 8" child and wrote the following history, provided by Elaine Greene: 


“We sold our livestock and farm equipment on 12 Feb 1952, and moved to 601 Zschokke St in Highland, according to my aunt Theresa Schuh: When my 
older sister Emma was born, she had eczema and had to be taken to the doctor almost daily for treatment. Since my dad was a farmer, this task fell to 
my mother. Mom used a horse and buggy for the ten-mile trip to Highland, and, after seeing the doctor, rested at my aunt's house before returning 
home. Aunt Theresa remembers mom as becoming more and more withdrawn and depressed until they feared that Mom might take her own life and 
that of Emma. Grandma [Emma] Geiger moved to our house to help in the care of the family and to keep an eye on Mom. The doctor is supposed to 
have recommended to Dad that he find some way to distract Mom. | was conceived. 


Years later | questioned my sister Stella about Aunt Theresa's story. Stella had married when | was about three or four years of age and had moved to 
Chicago at that time. Stella remembered Grandma living at our house though she had already left home and didn't know why Grandma was there. Rita 
said Grandma was there because Mom had suffered hemorrhaging after Emma's birth. However years later Rita made a comment in my presence to 
the effect of Mom being withdrawn and depressed but would not comment further about the situation into which | was born. 


During the early years of her marriage, Stella had Emma come to Chicago where she sought medical help for her. At the time of Mom's death, Emma 
spoke of growing up feelings of rejection and being unwanted by Mom. 


A cousin: Pat Ratermann Fehrman, who is my own age, remembers Emma being at their home weeks at a time because our mother wouldn't take care 
of her. Pat's parents: Aunt Wilma Woltering Ratermann and Uncle Joe Ratermann, were my godparents and | remember spending a week every 


summer at their home. 


| also remember spending a week each summer at the home of Herman and Josephine Woltering, cousins, and at Grandma Geiger’s. Later, after Rita was married, | spent periods of time of varying 
lengths at her home because Rita didn't like to be alone at night in the country. Bob had a job where he had to work nights at times. 


After years of puzzling about it, wondering if there were answers for me | have finally realized and accepted that | came from a broken home. | grew up knowing my parents had given me life, but | had 
no right to expect anything more from them. However | couldn't figure out why | had no right since | saw others my own age who seemed to have and take for granted the right to be loved and wanted. 


My parents: Aloys Herman Woltering (1895) and Marie Olivia Geiger (1901) were married at St. Paul Church, Highland, IL., on Sept. 12, 1922. How they met, | don't know, but a year later Mom's brother Joe 
married Dad's sister Ida. Once in a trunk of family photos and miscellanous other items we found a letter Dad had written to Mom before they were married in which he was apologizing because a 
horse was sick and he had not been able to come see her. | remember teasing Mom about it and her reply: 'In those days a horse was very important.’ After we got a car, | believe Mom did drive at one 
time. But she didn't drive after | was born. | don't remember when we got it but we had a Model A Ford when | was growing up. 


My Dad grew up on the Woltering homestead about two or three miles from the farm | call home. He was the youngest son of a family of twelve. Both of his parents ere German born and immigrants to 
America, but were married in the United States, namely, St. Rose, Il. 


One story has it that great-grandmother Woltering and six children, one of them was my grandfather, left Germany to avoid military conscription by Bismarck. Definite information, |'m told is not availa- 
ble because a Set of records of immigrants between 1860-1880 has been Lost in a fire. The story also has it that the name Woltering comes from my great-grandmother because in her day it was 
customary at the time of marriage that the family name of the partner owning the most land was retained. In this country, I'm told, my grandfather, a shoe maker by trade, intended to settle in the 
Boston area, but was persuaded to visit his brothers in the mid-west, buy land here and settle here instead. 


My grandmother Woltering, Anna Niemeier, migrated to St. Rose, Il., in 1874 at the age of twelve, from Oldenburg, Germany. She married Herman Woltering in St. Rose on Feb. 21, 1881 and bore twelve 
children: Theodore (1882); Anna Mary (1884); Henry (1885); Mary (no date); Bernard (1888);Joseph (1891); Elizabeth Mary (1893); Aloys Herman, my dad (1895); Wilhemina (1898); Ida Bernadine (1900); 
Emma (1902); and Olivia (1906). Anna Mary, Mary and Elizabeth Mary died as infants or as small children. Joseph died in 1924 from tuberculosis resulting from his years of service in the U.S. Army 
during W.W. I. Olivia died in 1933 of consumption. She had married and bore seven children in her nine years of marriage. Olivia's sisters Wilma and Ida cared for her during her Last illness. Each of 
these women had the next child they bore die in infancy. Emma entered religious life and became Sister Terentia, a member of the Sister Adorers of the Most Precious Blood at Ruma, ll., in 1922. The 
others, like Aloys, married and had families of varying sizes. 


Herman Woltering, son of Theodore Woltering and Anna Maria Ratermann, was born in 1848 (another source gives July 21, 1847) in Furstenau, Hanover, Germany, became a farmer in Helvetia Township, 
Madison County, Il. Anna Niemeier (also spelled Niemeyer), daughter of Joseph Neimeier and Catherine Sommer, was born in 1863 (another source gives July 26, 1862) in Oldenberg, Germany. Herman 
Woltering, age 33, married Anna Niemeier, age 18, on February 21, 1881 at St. Rose, IL., with Rev. Theodore Kamman officiating. The attendants were Joseph Niemeier, Jr., brother of the bride, and Cathe- 
rine Woltering (later Catherine Dust), sister of the groom. 


4 Photos provided by Elaine Greene. Handwritten on the back of photo: ‘Back row left to right, Teddy, Clarence, Rita, Stella, Jim, Johnny. Front row left to right, Emma, Dad, Jackie, Mary, Mom, Butch.’ 
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During WWI, I'm told, my dad was not called upon to serve in the armed services because his older brothers were already in the services and he was the 
youngest son of a farmer and needed on the farm. | don't know how he felt about it. Did he resent the experiences and opportunities alotted to his 
brothers but denied to him? 


My dad is said to have enjoyed working with mustangs. He traveled west somewhere for them, broke them and then sold them. The story goes that one 
Sunday after Mass Grandma Woltering was waiting in the buggy for my dad when something spooked the horse and it took off toward the cemetery. My 
dad, short and squat, took off after it on foot. No one was hurt, but my cousin says it was quite a sight to see my dad trying to outrun a horse. 


After his older brother Theodore was married and had children, my dad frequently babysat for them on Sundays while Theodore and Louise went to 
church. On one of those Sundays, Lucille would climb up onto the rocker, make a flying leap and my dad would catch her by her outstretched hands and 
swing her on down to the floor. On one of those catches, the bone got pulled out of the shoulder socket. Dad jerked the bone back into place and made a 
sling for the arm with his big hand kerchief before he began crying for having hurt her. 


My dad, as was the custom in St. Rose, went to school until he was old enough to be confirmed, about four and a half years. The school was a public 
school, taught by the Sisters from Ruma, Il. Classes were taught in English and then repeated in German. My dad spoke both English and German 
fluently, both could not speak German with my mother as she spoke a different dialect.2* Consequently German was not spoken regularly in their home. 


St. Rose was a close-knit, interrelated community where life revolved around the church and German customs. In later years | often thought of the 
pastor | knew in St. Rose as a German feudal lord out of the Middle Ages. [...] 


Originally Highland had been a Swiss settlement, but did not retain that character. It had both a public and Catholic elementary school and high school, a 
Catholic hospital, a variety of shops and stores as well as industries to provide employment. Basically it is a city small enough to know your neighbor 
yet big enough to allow for privacy. 


Grandma Geiger, the only grandparent that | knew, was born and died in Highland, Il. | believe her parents came from Switzerland and are buried at 
Highland. Her father, great grandpa Schuerck was killed by a run-away horse and her mother, great-grandma Schuerck worked at St. Joseph's Hospital 


in Highland. Hieronymous Schuerck, age 75, March 15, 1883, is named in the Highland News Leader, April 30, 1980, from a series of articles written by 


Joseph Meckel and dated 1896, and translated by Romy Schrage. 


Mary (Geiger) Woltering, 1967 


Grandpa Geiger, Benedict Geiger, was born in 1859 in Rock Port, Mo., and died in 1915 in Highland, when my mother was 14 yrs. old. Emma Schuerch (Scherch/Schuerck) Geiger and Benedict Geiger had 


five children. 


Both great-grandma Geiger: Theresa Kamp (Kemp) and great-grandpa Geiger: Felix Geiger, came from Frieburg, Germany, and were both born in 1828. Besides my grandfather, they had two other 
sons: Ludwig and Adolph, and a daughter Theresa, none of whom married. | remember Adolph. He lived at Grandma Geiger’s house in Highland. There seems to have been another daughter, Mary, who 
came to Highland with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Felix Geiger and other members of her family when she was five yrs. old. She went to St. Louis, Mo., to work in 1875 and married Fred Brehm in 1882. 


Mary died Feb. 25 (no year given) at the age of 94 years, 2 months and 20 days. Mr. Brehm died in 1915. 


Mary, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Felix Geiger, born in Germany, came to Highland with her parents and other members of her family when 5 yrs. old. * In 1875 she went to St. Louis and worked. In 1882 
she married Fred Brehm. Mr. Brehm died in 1915. Mary Brehm died Feb. 25 at the age of 94 yrs. 2 


mo. 20 days. 


though at that time | didn't know why. 


was glad when | could leave.” 


Felix Geiger died Aug. 28, 1909 in Highland, Il and Theresa Kamp died April 17, 1916 in Highland, IL. 
Felix Geiger and Theresa Kamp Geiger had ? children: There is a Koehler family in Trenton, Il. whose 
grandmother was a sister to Theresa Kamp (Kemp), wife of Felix Geiger. 


Mary Olivia Geiger, age 21, married Aloys Woltering, age 27, on Sept. 12, 1922 in Highland, Il. They 
lived on the Woltering farm in Helvetia Township, Madison County until at the death of either 
Grandma or Grandpa Woltering ownership of that land came into question and, since there was no 
will to be found, the land was sold. Dad's older brother Henry bought it. Because of hard feelings 
originating from that period there were some relatives we never visited when | was growing up, 


At the time of Mom and Dad's twenty-fifth wedding anniversary we had a family picture taken at 
Voegele’s studio in Highland. Every aunt and uncle's families were to be given a copy whether on 
speaking terms or not. Since | was too young to know what was going on, | got to take Uncle John 
Isert his copy. | remember being frightened to death that he might make me come inside his house 
and I'd be swallowed alive. He didn't and escaped as quickly as | could. | was only in his house once 
and that was many years later, when | was a grown woman. Even then | was so uncomfortable, | 


The Aloys and Mary (Geiger) Woltering family photo 


5 Wolterings would have spoken a German dialect from northern Germany, and Mary Geiger’s mother tongue would have been a German with a dialect either from her father, Benedikt Geiger, whose parents were Bademers 


(southern Germany) and Emma Schirch whose parents were Swiss. 


Benedict & Emma Geiger 
and Anna Schuerch, 1900 US 
Census 


The family was living on a rented 
property in Helvetia Township. 
Anna (Emma's mother) is listed 
as being from Germany, which is 
likely a mistake as she was from 
Switzerland; she also is listed as 
‘can't speak English,’ which may 
be a reason for the error. Ben- 
edikt is also written as ‘Benjamin’ 
so it doesn't seem to be precise. 


Note that Benedikt’s parents, 
Felix and Theresa Geiger, appear 
to live in the next dwelling. 
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Benedikt and Emma Geiger, 1910 US Census 


Now renting in Saint Jacob Township, Emma has had five children at the time of this census, but only four are living. She again listed her parents as being German, which is surely a 


mistake. 
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Benedikt Geiger obituary, 1915 


paseasmeatae 


The newspaper clipping at left, accessed on microfilm at the Louis Latzer Library in Highland, Il reads: 


“Benedict Geiger died Friday eve. Funeral was held at St Paul’s Catholic Church at 9:30 yesterday morning. Benedict Geiger, a well-known 
farmer, residing 5 miles southeast of Highland died at 7PM Friday, his death being directly due to a paralysis, he having suffered a slight 
stroke 10 days previously. For several years past he had suffered from heart trouble and had been unable to do manual labor. ... 


The deceased was a son of Mr. and Mrs. Felix Geiger and was born at Booneville, Mo on January 2, 1859. And was aged 56 years, 9 months, 
and 15 days at the time of his death. When was was ten years of age his parents moved to the city of Highland and he has since lived near 
this city. He was united in marriage to Miss Emma Schurch on Oct 2 1894. To their union was born four children, one boy and three girls. 
They are Joseph, aged 20, and Theresa, Hilda, and Mary aged 18, 16, and 14 years respectively. Besides the wife and four children, the de- 
ceased is survived by his aged mother, two brothers, Adolph and Louis, and two sisters, Mrs. Mary Brehm of St Louis and Miss Theresa 
Geiger of Highland. For many years the deceased rented farms near Highland, but last fall he moved on to a farm owned by his brothers 
on the Arkansas road northeast of town.” 


Benedikt and Emma Geiger family photo, circa 1910 


Descendant Lynn Weis believes that this photo” was taken on the Zipprodt land in Helvetia Township when Benedikt was a tenant farmer 
there. That land was later bought by Geigers and is currently still owned by the family. 


See page 33 for more information on Geiger family properties. 
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Emma Geiger, 1920 US Census 


Here, already widowed at 49 and the head of the household, Emma reported her parents were from Switzerland and their native tongue was German. Her mother died when Emma 
was 4O (both her parents were quite old when she was born) and her husband died when she was 44. 


Note that living nearby were her siblings-in-law Louis, Adolph, and Theresa Geiger. 
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Emma Geiger, 1930 US Census 
By 1930, Emma is reported living with the family of her daughter, Mary (Geiger) Woltering. 
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” The combination of severe drought and severe land erosion during the decade resulted in the Dust Bowl disaster. 

The worst in modern U.S. history, the drought encompassed more than 75 percent of the nation in 1934, severely Map of flooded area in Southern 
impacting 27 states. Portions of Illinois were affected by the drought, and the state experienced its own natural Mate BS 
disaster when in February 1937 the worst flood to date on record inundated southeastern and southern Illinois 


along the Ohio and Mississippi rivers - floodwaters reached 65 feet deep in Shawneetown.” 


Source: Erosion of the Land and Erosion of the People: Illinois in the Great Depression, https://isgs.illinois.edu/achievements/january/erosion-land-and-erosion-people-illinois-great-depres- 
sion; ‘The 1937 Flood in Southern Illinois’, Don L Carroll, Illinois State Geological Survey, Urbana Illinois; USDA NASS Farm Real Estate Values Survey. 


Emma Geiger, 1940 US Census; Theresa (Geiger) Schuh photo, 19677” 


This census listed an ‘Anna’ Geiger, but it is actually ‘Emma’, living with her daughter Teresa, who married Johannes Schuh in St Paul Church in 1919. Theresa and John didn’t have 


any children, but family records from Elaine Greene noted that Theresa helped some of her nieces raise their families. Theresa’s uncle Adolph was also living with them. 
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27 Photo at right, Theresa (Geiger) Schuh, provided by Elaine Greene. 


Historical context: US Women vote (again) in 1920 


Women voted in the Colonies, until they lost the right to vote during the Amer- 
ican Revolution; indigenous women in North America were voting before the 
European settlers arrived. 


In 1920, Emma Geiger was already a widow and the head of the household. 
Because she lived in Illinois, she would have had the right to vote for the past 
seven years: On 26 Jun 1913, Governor Edward Dunne had signed the suffrage 
bill into law, giving women the right to vote, although this was limited to only 
presidential and local elections. This made Illinois the first state east of the 
Mississippi River to give women the right to vote for President. 


The campaign for women’s suffrage began in earnest in the decades before the 
Civil War. During the 1820s and '30s, most states had extended the franchise to 
all white men, regardless of how much money or property they had. 


The 14th Amendment, ratified in 1868, extends the Constitution's protection to 
all citizens—and defines ‘citizens’ as ‘male’; the 15th, ratified in 1870, guarantees 
Black men the right to vote, though in reality the right was often denied. 


Some women's suffrage advocates believed that this was their chance to push 
lawmakers for truly universal suffrage. As a result, they refused to support the 
15th Amendment and even allied with racist Southerners who argued that 
white women’s votes could be used to neutralize those cast by African Amer- 
icans. 


Some states like like Colorado, Utah, and Wyoming had already given women 
the right to vote in 1893, 1870, and 1869, respectively. Starting in 1910, more 
states in the West began to extend the vote to women. 


World War | slowed the suffragists’ campaign but helped them advance their 
argument nonetheless: Women’s work on behalf of the war effort, activists 
pointed out, proved that they were just as patriotic and deserving of citizenship 
as men. 


Finally, on 18 Aug 1920, the 19th Amendment to the US Constitution was ratified. 
And on 2 Nov of that year, more than 8 million women across the United States 
voted in elections for the first time—Warren G Harding was elected president 
by the state of Illinois and the country. 


However, Native Americans weren't allowed to be United States citizens at that 
time, so the federal amendment did not give them the right to vote. Due to the 
19th Amendment, some African American suffragists in the North were able to 
realize the rewards of their activism, but throughout much of the country the 
same voter suppression tactics that kept black men from the polls kept black 
women from voting, too. Literacy tests, poll taxes, voter ID requirements and 
intimidation and threats and acts of violence were all obstacles. The struggle 
for suffrage which began for black women in the early 1800s, continued until 
activists won the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. And at the same 
time, laws like the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 and the immigration acts of 
1917 and 1924 blocked Asian immigrants from citizenship, and therefore, Asian 
women from voting. 

Sources: Women’s Suffrage https://www.history.com/topics/womens-history/the-fight-for-wom- 
ens-suffrage; Not All Women Gained the Vote in 1920, https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexpe- 
rience/features/vote-not-all-women-gained-right-to-vote-in-1920/, 5 Myths About the 19th 
Amendment and Women's Suffrage, Debunked https://time.com/5879346/19th-amendment-facts- 


myths/; Illinois and the 19 Amendment  https://www.nps.gov/articles/illinois-and-the-19th- 
amendment.htm 


Emma ‘Scherch’ Geiger obituary, 19477 
a 


Mrs, Emma Geiger 
Services Friday 


; Mrs. Emma Catherine Geiger, 
.a resident of Highland for the 
past 21 years, died at St. Joseph's 
hospital at one o'clock Tuesday 
afternoon after a period of fall- 
. ing health which extended over 
. the past throe years. She had 
been at the hospital for the past 
six weeks 

; Funeral services will be held 
: at St Paul's church at 9:30 
o'clock Friday. Oct. 24, with In- 
terment in St Joseph cemetery. 
Prior to the services, Mrs. Geiger 
will lhe dn state at the Boulanger 
Funeral Home. 

Mrs. Gelger, whose maiden 

name was Scherch, was born 
near Highland, April 8, 1871, and 
so attained the age of 76 years, 
6 months and 13 days. On Oct. 
14, 1894, at Highland, she was 
united in marriage with Benedict 
Geiger at St. Paul's church. The 
‘couple lived in Highland and 
Pierron during their married life, 
but for the past 21 years Mrs, 
,Geiger made her home in High- 
land Her husband had died 
in 1915 

Of five children, one son and 
‘four daughters, born to them, 
four survive. They are the son, 
‘Joseph F Geiger of southeast 
|ot Highland, and three daughters, 
Mrs. Theresa M. Schuh of High- 
land, Mrs. Hildagard A. Haislar, 
Pocahontas, and Mrs. Mary Wol- 
tering of southeast of town. ‘@ 
There are 28 grandchildren and . 
four great grandchildren. 

Mrs. Geiger was a member of 
the St. Paul’s Catholic church and 
of the Altar Soclety. 


28 In the Highland Journal, 23 Oct 1947. Gravestone in St Joseph Cemetery. Not the red stone markers in the background; Bellm and then Felix and Theresa Geiger. 
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Herman Heinrich Woltering* [10] 


™= ¢ ¥ Herman Woltering was born on 20 Jul 1847 in Furstenau 

x 4 _ or Merzen, two small towns that are part of the Osnabruck 
: 3 district which at the time was part of the Kingdom of Han- 
over and now in the northwest of Germany. 


He arrived in the US in 1872 with his family, excluding his 
father, who never immigrated, and his older brother 
Henry, who came to the US earlier, in 1864. Records of the 
ship they arrived on have not been found. 


His granddaughter Olivia wrote years later that Herman 
was a shoemaker by trade and intended to settle in the 
Boston area, but that he was convinced by his brother to 
come to the Midwest and farm. 


He married Anna on 22 Feb 1881 in St. Rose, Illinois. This 
was possibly his second marriage, as he wrote on the 1930 
census that he was first married at 25 (around the time he 
immigrated, so maybe she died enroute) and he was 33 
when he married Anna. (She was 18 at the time, had only 
been in the US a few years, and was working in someone's 
home as a servant). In their later years they lived with 
their son Aloysius. 


In the 1920 census, he reported that he naturalized in 1877. However, the Clinton 
County Naturalization Index listed that a Herman Woltering naturalized 11 Oct 1880, at 
the same time as a Heinrich Woltering (presumably his older brother Henry).?? None- 
theless, according to censuses he speaks German until nearly the end of his life; at 
the age of 83 on the 1930 census, he finally says he speaks English. He died later that 
year, on 24 Oct 1930. 


. . . I 
Anna Marie Catherine Niemeyer™ [11] 
vv ye .@ Anna Marie Catherine Niemeyer, also spelled Niemeier, 
es : was born on 26 Jul 1862 in Resthausen, a small village out- 
a s = side of Molbergen, in the Duchy of Oldenburg, now part of 
Germany. 


Her mother died after childbirth, and her father most likely 
died by the time she was 7. It appears she continued to live 
in Resthausen after her parents died, but is unclear who 
she was living with as a child between the age of 7 and 12. 
Her oldest brother Frederick emigrated to the US in 1871. 


In Jan 1875, at 12, she was registered in Cloppenburg to 
emigrate with the permission of her ‘guardians’ as an un- 
accompanied minor. She traveled with her brother Joseph, 
also a minor. Original German text of her entry in the 
Oldenburg immigrant data: 


Ausstellende Behorde: Verwaltungsamt Cloppenburg am 
25.01.1875. Eltern: weil. Joseph NIEMEYER, Heuermann. 
Wohnort Resthausen. Sonst. Mit ihrem Bruder Joseph 
Niemeyer, geb. 27.02.1859, ausgewandert. UnterZustim- 
mung der Vormtnder.® 


Interestingly, she worked as a servant in Bernard and Anna 
Ratermann's home, (and her brother was a servant elsewhere) before she married 
Herman Woltering (his mother’s maiden name was Ratermann) when she was 18. 
Perhaps coincidentally, Herman’s hometown was only about 50km from Anna Marie’s 
back in Europe, although they were from two completely different nations at the time 
they departed. 


Anna Woltering gave birth to 12 children. Three daughters died under 10: Anna Maria, 
Mary, and Maria Elisabeth. Anna died on 26 Mar 1937 in St Rose, Illinois. 


Parents Theodore Woltering [20] & Maria Elizabeth Ratermann* [21] 
Marriage date 22 Feb 1881 in St Rose, Illinois 


Children 

Name Birth information 
Theodore 27 Feb 1882 Illinois 

Anna Maria 20 Nov 1884 

Henry Bernard 25 Oct 1885 in Old Ripley, IL 
Mary 23 Sept 1887 

Bernard Heinrich 1 Oct 1888 

Joseph F 14 Apr 1891 in Old Ripley 
Maria Elisabeth 30 Sep 1893 in St Rose IL 
Aloysius Hermann 'Aloys' 26 Nov 1895 

Maria Wilhelmina Josephine 16 Apr 1898 in St Rose IL 
Ida Bernadine 4 Aug 1900 

Emma 1903 


Olivia Ann Francis 4 May 1906 in Old Ripley, IL 


Herman and Anna's oldest son Theodore worked for many years as a blacksmith, and married Louisa Braun. His brother Henry married Louisa’s sister, Anna Braun. Bernard (Ben) 


left in 1920 to work in the state of Mississippi for some time.” 


2° Clinton County Naturalization Index https://clintonilgenweb.net/immig/natural/nat013.htm 


Parents Joseph P Niemeier [22] & Katharina Sommer [23] 


Death information 

9 Sep 1954 in Aviston, IL 

7 Sep 1900 in St Rose, IL 
8 Mar 1950 in St Rose, IL 
23 Sept 1887 

31 Jul 1949 in St Rose, IL 
18 Jan 1924 in Broadview, IL 
8 Oct 1896 in St Rose 

24 Jul 1950 in Highland, IL 
16 Mar 1981, Breese IL 

14 Feb 1958, Highland, IL 
Apr 1979, Red Bud, IL 

9 Nov 1933, Highland, IL 


Spouse name and marriage date 
Louisa T Braun 


Anna Braun 

Clara Kustermann Clemons 
Mary Olivia Geiger 

Joseph F Ratermann 


Joseph F Geiger 


John Isert 


3° Staatsarchiv Oldenburg Bestand 136, #19697, 19697 http://www.auswanderer-oldenburg.de/showsource.php?sourcelD=S5717&tree=Auswanderer 


3! Highland Leader, 20 Apr 1920 


Herman Woltering baptism, 1847 


Born 20 Jul and baptized the next day, this baptism*? notes that Hermann Heinrich was 
born in Sudmerzen. Although there were many Wolterings in the Merzen church rec- 
ords, this is the only one that corresponds to the birthdate on Herman's gravestone in 
Illinois. 


It is also written in the margin that he emigrated Sep 1872 to North America. His par- 
ents are Theodor Heinrich from the Thdlenjohann farmstead’, and Maria Elisabeth Ra- 
termann. 


His godparents are Johann Heinrich Woltering, Johann Bernard Ratermann, Mar- 
garethe ean ee Behrens. 
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Anna Catharina Niemeyer baptism, 1862 


This baptism record*’ was registered in the Roman Catholic church in Krapendorf and 
she is listed in Oldenburg immigrant data as Roman Catholic (although much of the state 
was Lutheran). 


Herman Woltering as a witness to brother Henry’s wedding, 1872 


This record is curious because it seems to indicate that Herman was already in Illinois in 
April 1872, which conflicts with the Sept 1972 indicated elsewhere. Are there two Herman 
Wolterings in St Rose at the time? Not impossible but it seems unlikely. 


32 St Lambertus in Merzen church records. https://data.matricula-online.eu/de/deutschland/osnabrueck/merzen-st-lambertus/0044/?pg=15 
33 St Andreas in Cloppenburg church records. https://data.matricula-online.eu/en/deutschland/vechta/cloppenburg-st-andreas/KB08/?pg=171 
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12-year-old Anna Niemeyer and her brother Joseph departed Bremen. Donau ship manifest, 1875 


The ship arrived in New York in April 1875, so Anna would actually not yet have been 13, the age she is listed on this manifest. 
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The Donau, the ship on which Anna and Joseph arrived in America, was first 
launched in 1868 and was owned by Norddeutscher Lloyd, Bremen, Germany. 
It was 332 ft by 40 ft and sailed regularly between Bremen and New York, 
until 1895 when it was destroyed by fire in the North Atlantic. 

A photo from onboard™: 
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34 S/S Donau, Norddeutscher Lloyd, http://www.norwayheritage.com/p_ship.asp?sh=donau 
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Anna Niemeyer, Breese Township, US Census 1880 


Anna was working as a servant in the Ratermann home in 
Breese, and had not attended school. Herman’s mother’s name 
was Ratermann, so it would make sense that they somehow met 
through a Ratermann, but it’s unclear if Herman was related to 
this Bernard and Anna. 


Historical context: Prioritizing Immigrants from 
Europe 


Anna Niemeier arrived in the US in 1875, making her the last 
of our immigrant ancestors to arrive. Just a few years Later, 
in 1881, she married Herman Woltering, another recent im- 
migrant to the US. One year later, the Chinese Exclusion Act, 
formally the Immigration Act of 1882, was passed into US 
Federal Law. 


Nearly 12 million immigrants arrived in the United States be- 
tween 1870 and 1900. During the 1870s and 1880s, the vast 
majority of them were from Germany, Ireland, and England, 
but a relatively large group of Chinese people immigrated to 
the United States between the start of the California gold 
rush in 1849 and 1882—in 1852, more than 20,000 Chinese im- 
migrants arrived in California. 


According the the Britannica Encyclopedia, the Chinese Ex- 
clusion Act became ‘the first and only major federal legisla- 
tion to explicitly suspend immigration for a specific national- 
ity. The basic exclusion law prohibited Chinese labourers— 
defined as ‘both skilled and unskilled laborers and Chinese 
employed in mining’—from entering the country. Subsequent 
amendments to the law prevented Chinese labourers who 
had left the United States from returning. 


The passage of the act represented the outcome of years of 
racial hostility and anti-immigrant agitation by white Ameri- 
cans, set the precedent for later restrictions against immi- 
gration of other nationalities, and started a new era in which 
the United States changed from a country that welcomed al- 
most all immigrants to a gatekeeping one. The Act also pro- 
hibited Chinese from becoming naturalized citizens. 


Meanwhile, Herman was able to become a citizen in the 
1880s by being a ‘free, white person’ of ‘good character’ (the 
requirements in the the Nationality Act of 1790). In the 1920s, 
national origin quotas favoring Northern Europe were put in 
place (Ireland, Germany, and the UK receiving 70% of the 
quota) and stayed in place until 1965. 

Sources: Library of Congress Primary Source Timeline ‘Immigration to the 
US, 1851-1900’; Brittannica Encyclopedia; Pew Research Center 


https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/2015/09/28/chapter-1-the-nations- 
immigration-laws-1920-to-today/ 
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Woltering-Niemeier marriage, 1881*° 


Joseph Niemeier is a witness. Herman listed his hometown as 
Furstenau (although his baptism clearly states he was from 
Stidmerzen) and stated he is a farmer in Helvetia. 


Both stated this was their first marriage. Herman is 33 and Anna is 
18. 


Anna’s brother Frederick Niemeyer 


marriage, 1880%° Metontya, Bus 
y, 


Joseph Niemeyer was again a witness. Frederick came to the US separately but clearly reconnected PY, 
with Anna and Joseph in Highland. Frederick was the godfather to Anna’s first son Theodore (along 


with godmother Anna Maria Woltering—Herman’s mother). Whee a 
Their second child, Anna Maria, also had Anna Maria Woltering as a godmother but Theodore Niemeier etl Con WEA 


as godfather. Theodore may have been a cousin, because his baptism is in the same Krapendorf 
church records” as Anna's; Theodore’s parents were listed as Theodore Niemeier and Elizabeth Toebe 
in his St Rose marriage record, and Joseph Niemeier was a witness). : 


35 St Rose Catholic church records and Illinois County Marriage records. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HT-6L9Q-LH9? 
36 St Francis Catholic church record in Aviston, IL, 20 Apr 1880. 
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37 St Andreas Catholic church record in Krapendorf. https://data.matricula-online.eu/en/deutschland/vechta/cloppenburg-st-andreas/KB08/?pg=45 


Anna and Herman Woltering, US Census 1900 


Anna has had nine children, but only seven were still living at the time of the census in June. Oldest daughter Anna, (gravestone at right) passed away later that year at the age of 5. 
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Herman Woltering farm, 1906°° 


Granddaughter Olivia Woltering wrote that at the time of the Wolterings’ death, there was not a will and 
ownership of the property was unclear, so this farm was sold and it caused some members of the fam- 


ily conflict. 


Herman's son Henry ended up buying the land. 
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Historical context: John Deere and American 
Agriculture 


Ten years before Herman was born in the Kingdom of Hanover, 
John Deere was across an ocean in Grand Detour, Illinois, devel- 
oping the first commercially successful, self-scouring steel plow. 
The plow was able to cut through the tough roots of the native prai- 
rie so that settlers could cultivate the soil of the Midwest. 


The company tells the history as follows: “Deere was born in 1804 
in Rutland, Vermont. When the New England economy collapsed in 
1836, he followed other Vermonters to Illinois, where he estab- 
lished a blacksmith shop in Grand Detour. 


Shortly after arriving, Deere learned from his farmer customers 
that the commonly used cast-iron plows of the day performed 
poorly in the sticky soil of the Midwest prairie. Soil clung to the 
plow bottoms, and farmers had to stop and scrape off the dirt every 
few feet. 


Convinced that a plow with a highly polished surface would shed 
the sticky soil as it moved through the field, Deere made a plow 
using steel from a broken sawblade. The need for a self-scouring 
plow was so great, it is said hundreds of people gathered at the 
farm of Lewis Crandall near Grand Detour to see the young black- 
smith test his new product.” 


One year after Herman's birthday, in 1848, Deere moved his com- 
pany to Moline, Illinois. (Herman's great granddaughter Sue was 
employed as an agronomist, working in the John Deere headquar- 
ters in Moline at the time of this book's publication). 


Not until 1931, a year after Herman died, did the Great Plains see 
the Dust Bowl and begin the slow move away from the need for a 
plow: A man named Robert Geiger (no relation) used the term ‘Dust 
Bowl to describe horrific dust storms that affected the south-cen- 
tral US after a series of droughts. Agricultural practices, in part 
due to expanding agriculture into marginal lands and the use of 
disc plows, made farmers there more vulnerable to wind erosion, 
poor soil health, and drought. 


In Edward Faulkner's 1943 ‘Plowman’s Folly,’ he laid out the prac- 
tical reasons to move away from plowing into no-till agriculture, 
explaining how plowing led to soil erosion. Technological advances 
have since allowed agronomists and farmers to gradually realize 
agriculture where plows are less of an integral piece of equipment. 


Sources: John Deere Company website, ‘Our History’ page, accessed in 2022 
https://www.deere.com/en/our-company/history/john-deere/; Smithsonian Maga- 
zine special report, ‘Age of Humans’; https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithson- 
ian-institution/did-john-deeres-best-invention-spark-revolution-or-environmen- 
tal-disaster-180957080/; The Dust Bowl, The National Drought Mitigation Center, 
University of Nebraska, https://drought.unl.edu/dustbowl/ 


38 Geo. A. Ogle & Co. Standard atlas of Madison County, Illinois: including a plat book of the villages, cities and townships of the county, map of the state, United States and world: patrons directory, reference business directory 
and departments devoted to general information, analysis of the system of U.S. land surveys, digest of the system of civil government, etc. 1906. Map. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, www.loc.gov/item/2007626751/ 


Anna and Herman Woltering, US Census 1910; Herman’s brother Henry gravestone, 1912 
The family was living in Helvetia. Herman reported that he speaks only German. Anna had given birth to 12 children, nine were living. 


Herman's older brother Henry, who convinced Herman to move to the Midwest, passed away in 1912 and was buried in St Rose. When Henry died (11 Nov 1912), his oldest daughter 
Anna (Woltering) Richter’s husband was traveling in Mississippi visiting relatives and returned home for the funeral by train in a storm. She sent her 16-year-old son Heinrich to 
pick him up from the station and on the way, he was struck by lightning and died (12 Nov 1912).*° 
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3° From a Henry Woltering family narrative written in 1979 by Loraine Zurliene McMahon. 
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ou NHIRTSEN encoun PORT OF EMBARKATION, a NEW JERSEY Anna & Herman Woltering’s son, Joseph, in wwii, 1918 


bape. ENGER LIST OF ORGANIZATIONS AN SUALS 


Sorgen an Se gn ae ee. . “Pvt. Joseph F. Woltering, 27, the son of Herman Woltering, was called June 24, 1918 and sent to Camp 

“au hee i es eg ene Cyt sat receipe ek Berra sie ee Taylor, KY. He was transferred to Company K, 156th Infantry, 39th Division at Camp Beauregard, La 
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Ges -[eecemseey om Se ee eee ae yaar - ee eae September and saw action at Meuse-Argonne offensive, Oct. 19 to Nov. 11. 
ese [eee OTS ID t GRANT 6 2a 02K a i p s in the Army of Occupation at Trier, Germany, and was discharged June 1, 1919.” 

No, | (amily name followed by Christian name eee "| Orgaat NOTIEY IN CASE OF Taceaes ae ADDRESS : . ; 

sates ny | eae) tom (Cnet cramps | ip (Samer Sree City and State At left, ship manifest“! of his departure 22 Aug 1918 from Hoboken, New Jersey. Return from Brest, France 
P Leave double mpace between eutries. All typewriting must be in CAPITAL LETTERS: 1 1 ’ . . : . 
a ee a a to Hoboken, New Jersey, arrival on 22 May 1919. Bottom right, Joseph’s gravestone, showing his death five 

3261 242 years later, 1924. 
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: Highland News Leader. https://www.bnd.com/news/local/community/highland-news-leader/article121044028.html 
Both ship manifests accessed via the website Fold3. 


Herman and Anna Woltering family photo Herman lost a finger, 1928%* 
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2 St Paul Church records, 1881. Photo from Delores Geiger. Front Row: Herman and Anna. Back Row: Theodore, Wilma, Henry, Ida, Ben, Sr. Terentia, Aloysius, Olivia 
“3 Highland Leader, 21 May 1918 

“4 The Breese Journal 

“5 The Breese Journal, 11 Feb 1932 


Anna and Herman Woltering, US Census 1920 


In 1920, Anna and Herman were listed as living with their son Aloysius, who was the head of the household, in Helvetia. It’s likely this is the same property that Herman and Anna 


owned but that their son is listed as the head of household on the census. It does say the land was owned, but it’s unclear from this who owns it. 
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Anna and Herman Woltering, US Census 1930; John Isert WWI photo, 1918 


The couple appear to have moved out of Aloysius’ home and were renting a home in Highland. Note that they were living in the dwelling immediately next to John Isert, Anna's son- 
in-law, who is mentioned in Anna and Herman's granddaughter’s text on page 45. Although in the previous census Herman was reported as not being able to speak English, here he 
was able to. When Anna passed away 7 years later, she passed away at John Isert’s home. John’s mother, Caroline (Bellm) Isert was the daughter of Valentin Bellm (see Chapter 9). 
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Letter from Herman and Anna’s daughter, Sister Terentia to their granddaughter, Olivia Anna Woltering, 1 Nov 1974“ 


“6 Provided by Elaine Greene, 2022. 


These are selected pages from a letter by Sister Terentia in response to a letter from Olivia. (Olivia also eventually 
went into religious life). Sr. Terentia is about 70 years old at the time of writing, and is discussing events that had 
happened long before then so they may not be 100% accurate. 


Noteworthy that she says Theodore and six children died in Germany, this could be a key to pursue further infor- 
mation about Theodore but thus far, record of this has not been found. 


Sister Terentia writes that Anna Niemeyer’s father had the last name of Haneclau, but records conflict with this 
information. She also says that Anna Niemeyer came with brothers Fred and Joe (she did come with Joe) but men- 
tions a sister, Elizabeth, that is not firmly documented anywhere else. There is an Elizabeth Niemeyer who married 
Henry Shroeder in St Louis on 29 Jul 1873, and this could make her about an age to be older than Anna, but Elizabeth 
is not mentioned in any of Anna's obituaries. 


Sr. Terentia does write that Olivia’s father (Aloysius) died of cirrhosis of the liver. 
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Herman Woltering burial in the St Rose church records“’; Breese Journal prayer card, 1930 
| 


Welterin g,\_ 510\ Lh ts eee Ribs cegebane z i 


EE SOY Sc ee ieee? Oe ee 


Se ee em be tiiien. tacraemenleo | _ 


Jcous Mary -... ‘Joseph 

TMessed are the dead who died in 
the doord, From henceforth new, 

| r+ saith the Spirit, that they may rest 

fron their labors; for their works 
faliaw them, 

(nu Lewing Remenibrance of 
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MEMO 
ERM. WOLTERING 
* JULY 20,1847 
| OGTI-24,1930 


Germ. Wulteriug 


Born at Hanover, Germany, July 2, 
1847 and died at Highland, If. Oct. 24, 
1930, Age &3 years, i months, 4 days. 


we ; 


: s va é E PRAYER 
a4 | © fesus, lord af merey aud lover 
of mankind, we implore Thy cleme 


. in : eney in behalf of Thy servant 
ex : : : ‘ one f Herman , that through the inter. 
' = Od ime : cession of the Mother of God and of 
: all the angels and saints Thou 
i ES a FEIT: ex RFT ES wouldst bestow upon him cternal joy 
| we Misa in heaven; and grant that we may 
one day be united with him in the 
happiness of Thy elect, Through the 
merits of our lord and savier, Jesus 
Christ, Amen. 

Jesus, Mary, Joseph! 

Sweet Heart of Jesus, be my love. 

Sweet Heart af Mary, be my sal- 
ration, 


SREESE JOURNAL PRINT 
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‘7 Illinois, Diocese of Belleville, Catholic Parish Records, 1729-1956 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:S3HY-6P3Z-WSM, St. Rose, 1869-1951 Deaths, image 54 of 67 


Anna (Niemeyer) Woltering English-language obituaries 
_ 


|MRS. WOLTERING 
PASSED AWAY 


| Mrs. Anna Woltering, an 
lady who for the past few-years had 


' been living with her son in Jaw,- John 


| Isert, on Bast Ninth: St.; eu fat’ the 
residence there at. To 5 om. Pri- 
iday. ghe-had been in Seay “poor 
health for the previous four months, 
‘ suffering fyom hardening of-the ar- 
|teries and complications due to her 
advanced age of TA years and § 
months. : 

Funeral services were held at = 


Paul's church at 9:00 a, m, today, 
Rev, A. M. Hoh} officiating and in- 
terment was made in the Catholic | 


cemetery at St. Rose, 

Mrs. Woltering, whose susie 
nhaMé_.Wwas. Nieméier,- was ‘born . in| 
Oldenbure,. on Rosal ab, 


ents: WwW o ‘ocated in. the vicinity of 
Her: 


man Woltéring. The e uple. lived on 
a farm near St. Rose until ° i years 
ago when they retired and: ‘came to 
Highland where Mr. Woltering died 
in 1929. 

The deceased was the: mother of 
12 children, five of whom are de- 
ceased. -She is survived’ by four 
sons, Theo. Woltering of BREECH 
Henry of Trenton, Ben of Highland; 
pind Alois of Trenton, and three} 
daughters, Mrs. Wilhelmina Ratter- | 
‘mann of ‘Breese, Mrs, Ida Giger of! 
Highland and. Sister Terentia who. 
lis a missionary now stationed at 
| Kiang Ki, China, In. addition she 
eaves one brother, Joseph. ‘Niemeier 
jot St. Louis, 38 ghendunjieren and 2 

great: >grandchildren. 
| Mrs. Ww ing was. a kind heart: | 
ied Christian lady whoselife had been 
| devoted to the interests of her large | 
jramily: and her near friends, Dy one. 
and aller whom sit Was daatty po- 
loved aud will be long and: kindly 


verte ae N — we 


| FRIDAY NIGHT: 


aged 


~ 


id 
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MRS. ANNA WOLTER- bi] 
ING DIES AT HIGHLAND | 


Mrs. 


Anna Woltering (nee Nie-| 
passed away at the home of 
John Isert, at High- 
land, last Friday, at the age of 74); 
years and 8 months. She had been il! 

the past four months with a compli- 

cation of ailments due to old age. 


her son-in-law, 


; 


Mrs. Woltering was born at Olden- 
berg, Germany July 26, 1862, and 
came to this country with her brothe 
at the age of twelve, settling in this 
community. In February of 1881 sh 
was united in marriage to Herman 
Woltering at St. Rose, where she and 

at her husband, and children, always liv- |! 
ed, until in 1923, when the parents |’ 
retired and Moved to Highland. Mr.| 
Woltering died in 1929. To this union | 
twelve children were born; seven are| 
living, namely, Theodore of Breese, | 
Henry and Alois of St. Rose, Ben of |. 
Highland, Mrs. Jos. Ratermann of | 
greese, Mrs. Jos. Geiger of Highland 
and Sister Terentia of Chantung,} 
China; she also leaves one rother, 
Louis, 42 grand 


Niemeier of St 


Documentation on Anna names her hometown differently throughout her life as either Oldenburg 
and Cloppenburg. Both are correct but Cloppenburg is the more specific: Cloppenburg is a small 
town in a region that was the Duchy of Oldenburg, about 40km from the city of Oldenburg.“® 


The obituary at left says Anna came to the US with her parents. This is not correct—there is no 
record of them being there, it seems very clear in German emigration databases that a 12-year old 
Anna Marie Niemeyer (and brother Joseph) came as an unaccompanied minor with the permission 
of her guardians—plus, her mother died when Anna was an infant. The obituary does match other 
records which report she left Germany at age 12, but it says that her family came and resided near 
St Rose—however, from the census we know she was living with the Ratermann family as a 
servant in their home before she married young. 


The obituary on the right, from the Breese Journal notes Anna came to the US at age 12 with her 
brother. 


Breese Journal prayer card, 1937*° 


Beaux Mary Foseph 


Blessed are the dead who die in 
the Lord. From henceforth new, 
saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
from their labors: for their works 
foltpw them. 

In Loving Remembrance of 


Auna Waltering 


(nee Niemeier) 


Born at Oldenberg, Germany July 26> 
1862. Died at Hihland, Ill. March 26, 


1937. 
PRAYER 


O Lord, God of mercy and of par- 

don, grant to the soul of Thy servant 
Anna , who has spent her life 

in Thy service, a place of refresh- 
ment and of happy rest. Through 
our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Jesus, Mary, Joseph! 

Sweet Heart of Jesus, be my love. 

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord 
and let perpetual light shine upon her. 
May she rest in peace- 
BREESE JOURNAL ONINT 


\ Hrs. 


48 See the section on Anna's parents (Joseph Niemeier [22] and Katharina Sommer [23]) for a map of the region. 
“? Photos and prayer cards for Anna and Herman from the collection of Delores (Federer) Geiger. 


Anna (Niemeyer) Woltering German-language obituary in the Westliche Post 


This obituary written in German and published 4 Apr 1937 appeared in a section titled ‘from Highland, Illinois, and surround- 
ings.’ It says Anna was born in Oldenburg. However, it also says she came to the US at 12 with her parents, which we know 
was Incorrect. 


It says she lived in St. Rose before meeting Herman Woltering and living on a farm. When they retired, they lived in Highland 
with her daughter, Mrs. John Isert. She left behind four sons, three daughters, and a brother. 


Historical context: German-language news in Illinois 


By 1880, with around 4 million people of German heritage living in the US, there were 641 German language peri- 
odicals in the US, far more than were found in any other foreign language. Through most of the 1800s, at least a 
third of the people in many of the regions and cities of the Midwest spoke German as their main language. 


Many of these German-language papers were in Illinois and Missouri, including the Anze/ger des Westens in St 
Louis and the Mississipp/ Blatter, a weekly newspaper published in St Louis from 1857 to 1932. The Blatter is the 
source of Anna Niemeier’s German-language obituary on the opposite page, and was the Sunday edition of the 
Westliche Post, a daily German-language paper. The Westliche Post which was the home of Joseph Pulitzer’s (best 
known now for the prize bearing his name) first news story in 1867. 


One of the many people who left Highland for St. Louis during the cholera epidemic of 1849 was Heinrich Boernstein. 
Once there, he served as editor of a newspaper, the Anze/ger des Westens, which was read regularly by many 
Swiss in Highland. 


The /llinols Staats-Zeitung was an important German-language paper that existed from 1848 to 1922. It was founded 
by revolutionaries who were forced to flee Germany to Chicago, where they quickly became the largest ethnic 
group. The paper argued against slavery, anti-immigrant discrimination, and of course, liquor regulations. Editors 
of the paper forced the Republican party to oppose Prohibition if they wanted the German vote. 


The first newspapers in Highland, Illinois, were all in German. Der Highland Bote was published beginning 1858. 


Dr. Gallus Rutz took over a paper called Die Union, created in 1863, and it became the Highland Union. |n Gei- 
gerbucher Felix Bellm’s probate files is an invoice from the Highland Union, referred to as ‘the German Weekly.’ 


The ‘Highland Bote und Schuetzen-Zeitung; was moved to Edwardsville and continued as the Madison County Bote. 
(Under the name of Bote und Schuetzen-Zeitung it was also the official organ of the National Sharp-Shooters' 
Association—‘Schuetzen’ is the German word for shooters or gunmen). 


The large German-speaking element in the Highland area made it possible for the German-language Highland 
Union to continue publication until shortly before the outbreak of World War |. During its 72 years of publication, it 
consistently advocated the study of German in the schools. Its shorter- 
lived German-language rival, the Highland Bote stressed the 
importance of teachers with a good command of German, so that ‘they 
could explain things in a language pupils had spoken at home before 
beginning school.’ 


GROSSE GESELLSCHAFTS-REISE 


NACH DER ALTEN HEIMAT 


unter meiner perfinlidjen Lcitung. 
Ab NEW YORK AM 20. JUNI 1937 mit dem 
Hapag - Dampfer 


DEUTSCHLAND 


bot tig Plagbelequng fidert Yhnen’ cine gute Kabine, 
pt orgun, bas. nitigen Reifepapiere. Berfauf von Weidhs- 


~Von BAUER. |: | 
i, ST. " ae Tel. Main P 


HA ~AMERIKA LINIE 
NORDDEUTSCHER LLOYD [im 


The first Highland-based English paper was the Highland Herald, 
appearing in 1881. A January 1895 article in the Highland Union 

reported that in the city of 2,000, there were only six ‘English’ fami- 

lies. At right, an advertisement in the Westliche Post appearing on the 
same page as Anna Niemeier’s obituary in April 1937 offers travel ‘to 

the old homeland: led personally by E. Von Bauer’ of St Louis, on a steam 
ship departing from New York that June. 


Sources: Highland High School Yearbook, 1937, Dolmetsch, C. L. (1976). Locations of German Language Newspaper and Periodical Printing in 
the United States: 1732-1976. Monatshefte, 68(2), 188-195. http://www. jstor.org/stable/30156683; Library of Congress ‘Chronicling America: 
Illinois Staats-zeitung’, https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn85033492/; Rowan, S. (2005). The German Press in St. Louis and Missouri in 
the Nineteenth Century: The Establishment of a Tradition. The Papers of the Bibliographical Society of America, 99(3), 459-467. 

http://www. jstor.org/stable/24295912; The Swiss on Looking Glass Prairie, by Betty Spindler Coats, 1983 
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Rad einer Trauerfeier in der St, 
Paul's Kirdhe wurde fie nad St. 

Role gebradt und port auf dem 
fatholijden Friedhof aur Rube 
qgebettet. Sie erreidjte ein Alter, Fur 
von 74 Sabren und wird betrauert 

bon bier Sohnep, drei Todtern 

und einem Bruker 


Felix Geiger* [16] 


Felix Geiger was born on 5 Feb 1828 in 
Langenhard, Baden (now Germany), and 
died on 28 Aug 1909 at the age of 81 in 
Highland, Illinois. 


While in Baden, he fought in the infantry for the grand duke of Baden, eventually 
coming to the United States and serving in the Union Army for a few months of 
the Civil War. 


Family history tells that he married Theresa Kamp in 1850 in Germany and they 
immigrated together. Documents imply that they may have actually been unmar- 
ried when they departed and its uncertain if they ever married. 


While Felix lived in Boonville, he worked as a brick maker. Boonville Historical 
Society wrote that starting in 1853 (Felix arrived in 1856) the contributions of 
German immigrants ‘to the community were soon seen everywhere, not least 
with the construction by German brick masons of many homes and businesses 
now comprising ‘historic downtown Boonville.”°? 


Parents Anton Geiger [32] and Maria Anna Flaig [33] 
Marriage date 


Children 

Name Birth information 

‘Mary’ Lugarta 5 Dec 1851 in Reichenbach, Baden 
Benedikt 2 Jan 1859 in Booneville, MO 
Joseph Sebastian 19 Mar 1865°' in Booneville, MO 
Ludwig ‘Louis’ 25 Apr 1866 

Theresia 25 Jun 1868 Breese, IL 

Adolph 9 Feb 1871 in Highland, IL 
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Theresa Gampp* [17] 


Theresa Gampp, also written Kamp, was born on 14 Mar 
1828 in Reichenbach, Baden and baptized in Seelbach. She 
died at the age of 88 on 17 Apr 1916 in Highland, Illinois. 


= 3 ai 


Her sister Magdalena left home with Theresa to immigrate 
to the US, but had a child and married J. Baptist Koehler on the east coast before making her 
way to Highland where she reunited with Theresa. Their last name is spelled differently 
throughout their lives, including as ‘Gamb' or ‘Gamp’. 


Theresa had her daughter Luitgard while still in Baden, then immigrated to Missouri in 1857 
where her son Benedikt was born. The family spent eight years in Missouri before moving to 
Illinois. 


She and Felix had at least five children. It’s unclear if Theresa’s daughter Mary, the only child 
to be born while they still lived in Europe, was also Felix’s daughter. Mary lived to be 94. Her 
1947 Missouri death certificate does list Felix as her father although her mother's name is 
listed as unknown. 


Parents Georg Kampp [34] and Theresia Ehret [35] 


Death information 
25 Feb 1947, St Louis, MO 
17 Sep 1915 in Highland, IL 


Spouse name 
Frederick Brehm 
Emma Schirch 


31 Jul 1921 in Highland, IL 
31 Oct 1929 in Highland, IL 
23 Dec 1955 


_ Felix Geiger and Theresa Kamp” 


Felix and Theresa immigrated to America together along with Theresa’s daughter, Lugarta. In 
their obituaries in newspapers in the US, the names of their hometowns are hard to read but 
appeared to be Langenhardt and Lolre, both in Baden. There is no Lolre (or similar) but 
Langenhard does exist in Baden, in a small district named Lahr. These two villages are a 
couple of miles from a town named Sulz, which is Felix’s city of origin, as listed on his own 
documents that have been preserved in America by his descendants. 


Felix Geiger’s baptism records in Sulz name his parents as Anton Geiger and Maria Anna 
Flaig. His parents’ marriage and his siblings’ baptism records were all in the Evangelical 
church, but perhaps he converted—because he is listed as a member of the St Joseph's 
Society at the St Paul Church in Highland and his military documents list him as a Catholic.™ 
Wikipedia history on the town in Germany says that it was an exclusively Evangelical town 
until the Catholics came in again in the 1800s, building their church in 1843. 


Felix may have had several siblings. Karl, Barbara, Christian, Joseph, Benedict, Felix, and 
Bernard all have baptism records in Sulz, but marriage or burial records for them have thus 
far not been found there, so perhaps some also left for America. 


51 Mentioned in the St Peter and St Paul church records in Booneville MO, but no further information, may have died as an infant 
52 Postcards on this page and next, illustrating Langenhard, are kindly provided by Manfred Elbe, a collector currently living in Lahr. The first color panorama is a card from 1904, showing the view of a guesthouse built in the 
late 1800s that still stands in the area. On the next page, the card is from 1898, so almost 50 years after Felix and Theresa would have left for America. 


53 Fr, Joseph Meckel: Geschichte der St. Paul's Gemeinde. 1846 to 1896 
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Historical context: Revolutionary Baden 


In 1848, the Grand Duchy of Baden was a sovereign state and 
member of the German Confederation, and was undergoing a re- 
gional uprising (Baden Revolution; #3 on the map) that was part of 
the revolutionary unrest occurring throughout central Europe. 


During the period from May to July 1849, rebels overthrew the 
Grand Duchy in favor of a republic, but were eventually sup- 
pressed by the imperial forces of Prussia, who then occupied Ba- 
den. Felix Geiger’s military records show he served for the impe- 
rial forces before emigrating. 


The revolutionary army was mostly exiled, and many fled to Amer- 
ica. Friedrich Hecker was a revolutionary who led radicals de- 
manding a republican form of government, originally as a minority 
member of a preliminary parliament and by demanding the end of 
monarchies—and when that didn’t work, through an armed upris- 
ing. One historian called him the ‘Baden Che Guevara’, the face of 
the revolution, and wearing his signature hat was made a punisha- 
ble offense. 


The uprising was quickly crushed, thousands were tried for trea- 
son and jailed, and Hecker fled through Le Havre, France, to Leba- 
non, Illinois, about 15 miles from Highland. Apparently his leader- 
ship skills translated well in the New World, because he became a 
brigade commander for the 82" Illinois Infantry in the Civil War, 
and became politically active in the Republican party afterwards 
(even agitating against women’s suffrage.) 
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Joseph is one who did leave for America, starting a family in Rock Port, Missouri. Felix’s obitu- 
ary also mentions a brother Benjamin in South Dakota, which could have been an anglicism of 
either Benedict or Bernhard. There is record of a Benedict Geiger in South Dakota who was 
about three years older than Felix, but at the time Felix died, Benedict was quite old and listed 
as blind, deaf, and dumb on the 1910 census. He appears to have been unmarried, living with a 
nephew that was born in Missouri. Considering Felix and Theresa lived in Missouri for a time, it 
seems vaguely possible this Benedict and Felix are brothers, or at least related. 


Felix Geiger was registered to leave Baden in 1856 from the Landratsamt (district office) Lahr, 
record location Sulz mit Langenhard.** The names in the area can be confusing, as they've 
merged in modern times: The city of Lahr is made up of Lahr (proper) and several small com- 
munities, including Sulz, which became part of Lahr in the 1970s. Sulz and Lahr are about ten 
kilometers (6 miles) from the Rhine river, which at the time was the (frequently disputed) bor- 
der between France and Baden--currently the border between Germany and France. 


Langenhard is not a village but rather a small plateau (387m) in the foothills of the Black Forest 
that is popular now for hiking. It connects Lahr and Sulz, and in 1845, Lahr ceded the rights to 
Sulz, as the people of Langenhard had always belonged to Sulz administratively and ecclesiasti- 
cally. The people of Langenhard opted not to become an independent community. 


EUROPE In 1848-49 


el Main centers of revolutionary outbreaks 
WA Abdication of a monarch 

<e— Main reactionary troop movements 
SES _ Nationality conflicts in revolting states 
—— Boundary of German Confederation 
™— _ German small states 


© Outbreak of the revolution in Palermo (12. 1, 1848) / 
Parliament in Palermo dedl. indep. of Sicily (25. 3.) / 
Suppressed by Neapolitan troops (15. 5. 1849) 

@ Outbreak of the revolution in Poris (22. 2. 1848) / 
Abd. of King Louis-Philippe | (25. 2.) / Procl. of the 
republic (26. 2) / Election of Louis Napoleon (10. 12.) 

© Outbreak of the revolution in Baden (1. 3. 1848) / 
Suppressed by German Conted. oops (23. 6. 1849) 

© Beginning of the uprising in Munich (3. 3. 1848) / 
Abdication of King Ludwig | of Bavaria (20. 3) 

© Outbreak of the revolution in Vienna and resignation 
of Metternich (13.3. 1848)/ Victory of the counter— 
revolution after the October Uprising (31. 10.) 

© Outbreak of the rev. in Buda and Pest (15. 3. 1848) / 
Hungarian war of indep. (since 10. 1848) / Victory 
of Austrian and Russian forces (10. 1849) 

@ Outbreak of the revolution in Berlin (18. 3. 1848) / 
Victory of the counter-revolution (since 5. 1849) 

© Outbreak of the revolution in Milan (18. 3, 1848) / 
Austrian reconquest of Milan (6. 8. 1848) 

@ Greater Poland Uprising (since 20. 3. 1848) / 
Suppressed by Prussian troops (5. 1848) 

@ Outbreak of the revolution in Venice (22. 3. 1848) / 
Procl. of the republic (23. 3) / Austrian reconquest 
of Venice after long siege (28. 8. 1849) 

@ Uprising in Moldavia (4. 1848) / Quickly suppressed 
by Molday. troops / Russ. occup. (since 6. 1848) 

® Beginning of the Palatine uprising (2. 5. 1849) / 
Suppressed by Prussian troops (19. 6. 1849) 

® May Uprising in Dresden (3. 5. 1849) / Suppressed 
by Saxon and Prussian troops (9. 5. 1849) 

@ Outbreak of the rev. in Transylvania (15. 5. 1848) / 
End of the revolt after Austrian and Russ. victories 

© Beginning of the uprising in Prague (12. 6. 1848) / 
Suppressed by Austrian troops (17. 6. 1848) 


Prussian forces, meanwhile, restored Leopold as grand duke, succeeded by Frederick | in 1852, which led to the eventual unification of Germany and the German Empire. 


Source: Engelsing, Tobias. Die Zeit ‘Revolutionar Friedrich Hecker’ https://www.zeit.de/zeit-geschichte/2010/03/Friedrich-Hecker/. Schieder, Wolfgang, "Hecker, Friedrich" in: Neue Deutsche Biographie 8 (1969), pp. 180- 
182 https://www.deutsche-biographie.de/pnd11854750X.html. Map Source: Extract from Alexander Altenhof's ‘Europe 1848-49. Historical map with main revolutionary centres, important reactionary troop movements, 
states with abdications and national conflicts.’ Europe in 1848-49 map adapted from https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Europe_1815_map_en.png 


5“ Aus Bestand B 717/2, Landratsamt Lahr / 1806 - 1952, Ortsakten Sulz mit Langenhard Staatsangehorigkeit und Auswanderung. Einordnung des Bestands Baden 1806-1945: Untere Behérden, untere Sonderbehérden 
Geschaftsbereich Ministerium des Innern Bezirksamter, Landratsamter Bestellsignatur B 717/2 Nr. 2008 Archivischer Identifikator: 5-1022515 http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/plink/?f=5-1022515 
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Felix Geiger birth record, 1828 


From the Evangelical church in Sulz, Baden: 


“On February 5, 1828, at 8 o'clock in the evening, was born at the Langenhard (a mountain plateau near Sulz), and 
baptized on the 7th of the same month, at 2 o'clock in the afternoon, in the parish church in Sulz: the legitimately 
born child that was given the name Felix. The father is Anton Geiger, citizen and day laborer on the Langenhard; 
the mother is Maria Anna Flaig. Witnesses to the baptism were Friderich Dold, citizen and farmer in Seelbach, 
Georg Frieg, schoolteacher in Sulz, and Appolonia Geiger, wife of Anton Waller, citizen and day laborer in Seel- 
bach. Sulz, 7 Feb 1828” 
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55 Evangelische Kirche Sulz, Amt Lahr, Baden. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:39M-CSZT-2SQT-N?cc=3015626. Translation by Wilma Hofmann 
5¢ | andesarchiv Baden. http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/plink/?f=4-469210 


Felix Geiger military discharge papers from the Grand Duchy of Baden, 1850° 


Felix served in the infantry from the 30 Mar 1849 to 1 Apr 1850, (note that his daughter Lugarta was born in Dec 1851), then from 1 Nov 1852 until Oct 1855 in the capacity of a soldier. 


A contested fact: Felix’s nose is marked ‘proportional’ here, although on his passport on the following pages it is marked ‘large’. 
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57 Document from Dorothy (Geiger) Lewis's files, provided by Lynn Weis. Translation by Wilma Hofmann. 


In 1849, Baden was undergoing a regional uprising (the Baden Revolution) 
that was part of the revolutionary unrest occurring throughout central Eu- 
rope. During the period May-July 1849, rebels overthrew the Grand Duchy in 
favor of a republic, but were eventually suppressed by the imperial forces of 
Prussia, who eventually occupied Baden. The revolutionary army was mostly 
exiled (many fled to America). Prussia restored Leopold as grand duke, 
succeeded by Frederick | in 1852—who helped to establish the German Em- 
pire. 


Given that Felix appears in this document to have been a conscript up until 
1855, Felix is clearly on the Imperial side here, and yet Felix and family left 
less than 2 years after his discharge, and five years after Frederick became 
duke. 


Translation: 
2nd Infantry Regiment of the Grand Duchy of Baden 


To Felix Geiger from Sulz, arstrict of Lahr, county of Mittelrhein, 27 % years 
old, of Catholic faith, who served well with the former 4th Infantry Regiment 
from March 30, 1849 to April 7, 1850, from then until November 1, 1852, with 
the former 4th Infantry Battalion, and from then until today in this regiment 
as a conscript in the capacity of a soldier, was, according to the high War 
Ministerial Order of September 20, 1855, No. 17881, granted leave as an exCa- 
pitulant, for which the present leave certificate Is issued to him. 


Rastatt, October 1, 1855 


The commander of the above regiment. - von Adelsheim - Colonel 


Physical Characteristics 
height. 5 feet, 8 inches 
Stature. strong 

face color: healthy 

eye color: gray 

hair: blond 

nose. proportional 
beard: - 

chin: proportional 


Special characteristics: none 
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Theresa’s daughter Luitgard Gamb’s baptism record, 1851 Map of the Count of Hohengeroldseck’s territory, 1819 °° 


Note Reichenbach and Seelbach, just to the east of Lahr. Theresa (Gampp) Geiger would 
have always known her hometown as part of Baden, as it was acquired in 1819. Her parents 
however, were married in Seelbach in 1818, which was still in a separate dominion from 
Felix Geiger’s hometown of Langenhard in the Lahr district. 
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58 Herrschaftsgebiete der Herren von Hohengeroldseck - Entwurf und Zeichnung Walter Rauen - Geroldsecker Land, Heft 16 - 1974 - Friedrich Facius 


Map of Reichenbach, 1868 


Both of Theresia’s parents were from Reichenbach. There- 
sia was born there and living there with her daughter when 
she obtained her passport to emigrate to America. It was a 
small community about 6km east of the village of Lahr and 

much later became part of Lahr, in the 1970s. 
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Zeichenerklivuns: 


Theresia Gamp birth record extract, 1857 


This document, titled ‘Excerpt’, says that it is an extract from the baptismal 
records in the parish of Seelbach (‘Pfarrei Seelbach’) in the amt of Lahr. It 
records that Theresia was born in 1828, born at midnight and was baptized the 
next day. Her parents were Georg Gamb and Theresia Ehret from Reichenbach. 
Witnesses were a citizen from Reichenbach and a woman named Luitgard. It is 
‘an official record produced by the authority in charge at the time of its produc- 
tion’, 19 May 1857. 


We can assume that given that date, Theresa needed this record as a sort of 
birth certificate so that a passport could be made for her departure to the US. 
This paper was retained in Felix and Theresia’s files with their passports and 
tickets for their voyage, and is still in Dorothy (Geiger) Lewis’ possession. 
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Theresia Gampp passport 


This passport®? is made out to Theresia Gampp, and her 5-year-old child Luitgarde Gampp, who were born and residing in Reichenbach. The Physical Characteristics section notes 
she is about 5 feet tall, 28 years old, with sturdy stature, brown hair and light brown eyes, with a healthy complexion, narrow forehead, oval face, medium mouth, good teeth, pointed 


chin, no special characteristics, and a large nose. 
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_ Felix Geiger’s obituary in America in 1909 stated that he and Theresia married ‘in the 


homeland. However, this document indicates that she is unmarried when leaving Ba- 
den: ‘Verheiratet’ in the bottom left corner has a line through it; ‘Ledig’ (meaning single) 
does not; and Conscription (as in military conscription) also has a line through it. Felix, 
who did serve, has a note after ‘Conscription’ on his passport, but no line through it. The 
possibility that they are not married is reinforced by the fact that she goes by her 
maiden name on this passport. 


Felix Geiger Passport Translation: 
Passport for emigration to North America, Grand Duchy of Baden, 
County of Mittelrhein, District of Lahr 


All domestic and foreign civil and military authorities are duly requested to allow the 
presenter of this passport, Felix Geiger, born and residing in Sulz, who Is traveling to 
the North American Free States with the intention of seeking his livelihood, to pass 
freely and unhindered back and forth, and to provide 

protection and assistance if necessary. 


Present passport has been executed on municipal council report and 
official court proceedings negotiation. 


Grand Duchy of Baden District Governor - June 2, 1857 


Physical Characteristics 
Age. 29 years old 

Height: 5 feet, 8 inches 
Stature. lean 

Face shape: longish 

Face color: healthy 

Hair: blond 

Forehead: middle 

Eyebrows: blond 

Eye color: grey 

Nose: big 

Mouth: middle 

Beard: blond 

Chin: pointed 

Teeth: good 

Special characteristics. none 
Conscription: finished 
Signature of passport holder: Felix Geiger 


5° These passports were both retained through the years by family members, and is currently in descendant Dorothy (Geiger) Lewis’ possession. Translation of passport by Wilma Hofmann 


Felix Geiger passport 


The date the passport was issued was the 2 Jun 1857, and the passport was stamped at the Bridge of Kehl, a bridge crossing the Rhine (and the border) from Baden (now Germany) 
into Strasbourg, France, 10 Jun 1857. Lahr is around 40 kilometers from Strasbourg. J. Barbe, a company out of Le Havre, France, had a ticket office in Strasbourg where the Gei- 
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Front: Felix, Theresa, and Mary Lugarta’s ‘William Tell’ ship receipt 


4 - ‘This document is the front page of the receipt, with the back page 
being the rules and regulations on board. It is written in French, 
with a translation in German in the right column. 
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Names and first names. Felix Geiger, Legarde Gamb, Theresa Gamb 
(Theresa is listed as the child) from Sulz, Baden. 


Itemized list: Passage for 2 adults 1 child, necessities for 2 adults, 
no bedding or kitchen supplies included. 
Additional receipt for 2 and a half places by rail: 82.50. 


6° These documents were preserved by the Geiger family, currently in Dorothy (Geiger) Lewis’ records and provided to me by Lynn Weis. Translations by Morgan Gray. 
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S.1. The cabins will be distributed to passengers at the office of M. 
J Barbe, only after having paid the total amount of their passage 
and after they have onboarded the quantity of necessities for sea 
prescribed below in S. 9. The number of the cabin will be marked 
on the boarding pass of the passenger, and no one is authorized 
to choose and install themselves arbitrarily in a cabin. The cabins 
of steerage are arranged for two adult persons, numbered and 
distributed in order of number. 

S. 2. If a passenger wishes to change their cabin with another, it 
must be announced to the office, and the change will be approved 
if possible and marked on the boarding passes of the passengers. 
S. 3. The baggage, trunks, bags and barrels must be marked 
distinctly on the top, with the number of the cabin of the owner. 
S. 4. The passengers will provide their bedding and cooking 
equipment. Straw mattresses must be filled on land. 

S. 5. Passengers will board and offload their baggage and 
necessities—neither the captain nor the immigration office will be 
responsible for them. 

S. 6. Any weapons must be handed over to the Captain. 

S. 7. Large baggage and trunks will be lowered into the hold, as 
well as the potatoes, biscuits and wine. 

S. 8. While the ship is stationed it will not be permitted to enter 
the hold. At sea, it will be opened when necessary so that the 
passengers can take their necessities. 

S. 9. Before lodging in the ship, each passenger older than 8 must 
board the following necessities: 


For New York: 

Biscuits ....50 pounds 
Potatoes ....70 
Flour.... 40 

Rice ....5 

Dry vegetables.... 4 
Smoked meat.... 15 


Butter.... 3 
Sugar.... 21/2 
Coffee.... 11/2 
Salt .... 2 


Vinegar.... 1% litre 


From 15 October to 1 March, the ration increases by 
Biscuit.... 5 pounds 
Potatoes.... 70 


S. 10. Any passenger who doesn't have these quantities on board, 
12 hours before depart, will be erased from the list of passengers 
and will not be able to make the trip with the ship. 

S. 11. The Captain will supply the water, wood, the unfurnished 
cabins, and medicine in case of illness. The hospital tax is 
included in the ticket price and will be taken care of by the ship. 


S. 13. The utmost cleanliness must be maintained in steerage, to prevent the spreading of contagious diseases. Everyone must take care that their cabin is kept clean and that the area in front be cleaned every morning, 


otherwise it will not be permitted to do the cooking. 
S. 14. It is forbidden to hunt for nails or (damaged) in the ship 


It is severely forbidden to smoke on the ship, to make a fire or to burn candles while the ship is in the bay. At sea, one can smoke, but only on the bridge, with covered pipes. 


S. 16. One must have special permission from the captain to light a lantern in steerage, and it is strictly forbidden to bring chemical matches on board. 


Passengers must avoid any dispute or quarrel amongst themselves or with the crew. 
S. 17. The back of the ship is reserved for the Captain. 


S. 18. It is forbidden, under serious penalty, to give wine or spirits to the crew, anyone breaking this rule will have their drinks seized until arrival in the US. 


S. 19. The same will be done with the drinks of anyone who puts themselves in a drunken state and causes disorder. 


S. 20. The amount of passage is payable until the day before the day of departure; failing to make this payment or missing the ship will lose their passage. 
S. 21. All passengers must be on board two hours before the time of departure, especially women and children. It is good to bring fresh bread for five or six days. 


S. 22. Passengers must have their passports checked by the police. 


S. 23. It is severely forbidden for the employees of the Emigration Office to manage the visa in passports of the passengers, as well as to accept tips for them, and passengers are asked to make a report to the Office if they 


discover any such abuse. 
S. 24. These rules are only in the interest and for the well-being of passengers in steering, for their safety, comfort, and health. 


The Captain expects that there will not be the need to enforce them, and hopes that out of prudence and order the passengers will follow these rules scrupulously, especially S 13, 15, 16 and 19, to avoid the immense danger that 


would result for all. 
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Felix, Theresa, their daughter Mary Lugarta, and 
Theresa’s sister Magdalena on the ship manifest for 
the William Tell, 1857 


We know from the receipt retained in family records that the 
William Tell is indeed the ship that brought the family over to 
the US. Reviewing that ship’s manifest, although it is difficult to 
read, passengers 10-13 look to be a Felix Geiger, a 21-year-old 
‘Luitgarde Gamp’, a 5-year-old daughter Theresa (her name is 
likely mistakenly switched for her mother’s), and Theresa's 
sister 25-year-old ‘Magda. Gamp’. 


Theresa’s sister Magdalena arrived in the US on the East Coast 
(aligns with this ship manifest, which landed in New York), and 
had her first son Henry J Koehler in Pittsburg, Connecticut on 
15 Apr 1860. She had another son, William a year later, before 
marrying Johannes Baptist Koehler in Highland on 18 Apr 1862. 
They went on to have several more children, and both Johannes 
and Magdalena were sponsors at Adolph Geiger’s baptism, but 
Magdalena died at the age of 45 in Highland.° 


It’s interesting that Magdalena did immigrate at the same time, 
but that she stayed on the East Coast with Johannes while Felix 
and Theresa went to Missouri—and then they all ended up 
together again in Illinois. 


$1 Henry J Koehler obituary Trenton Sun Newspaper 1925. St Paul Church records of marriage 18 Apr 1862, Adolph Geiger baptism 13 July 1872 St Paul Church records 


Description of Felix and Theresa by their great granddaughter Dorothy (Geiger) Lewis 


“From what | have gathered Felix and Theresa emigrated to the US. Why? | don’t know - Possibly because of religious convictions - other family members were here. Apparently 


they had one daughter (Mary) when they came. They landed and came to Booneville MO. They were not happy there and settled in Highland, living in a hotel on Walnut Street. Bene- 
dict, their son, was born in MO. The rest of the children - Louis, Theresia, and Adolph were born in Highland. They cleared land east of Highland, sold some of the timber harvested. 
My understanding is that they bought land from a Mr Koepli and lived there. The place now owned by Cheryl Mueller and Jay Geiger. They acquired more land as time went on. Now 


this land is still owned by Geigers.” 


Felix and Theresa Geiger, US Census 1860 


The family is divided across two pages of the Boonville, MO census. Daughter Mary's middle name is Lugarta, transcribed here as ‘Legad’, as it appears in other records. Felix is 


working as a brickmaker, and the personal estate value is about 200 dollars. 
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Felix Geiger as a US citizen, 1864” 
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Relieved from duty, Nov. 8th, 1862. 
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6 Top left: Felix Geiger military record. Felix also served 62 days in the Civil War, called into active service while in Boonville. Bottom and right: Felix Geiger naturalization, 1844. Missouri Western District Naturalization Index. 


Historical context: Land-grant universities and the Morrill Act of 1862 


When the 1860 census was taken, Felix and Theresa reported that their oldest 
daughter, Mary Lugarta, had attended school within the last year (Benedict was 2.) 


Two years later, President Abraham Lincoln signed the first Morrill Act to grant fed- 
erally controlled land to the states for them to establish public ‘land-grant’ colleges. 
The schools were to democratize higher education, and teach agriculture, science, 
military science and engineering. Educational institutions benefited and, as a result, 
higher education was more easily available and more affordable to more people than 
ever before. (Nash) Several of Felix and Theresa's 3 and 4'" great-grandchildren 
were able to obtain university degrees thanks to land-grant universities. 


The land granted was used not only for campus sites, but also included nearly 11 
million acres of land, across 24 western states, which was divided up into 80,000 
parcels of land and were rented or sold to generate seed money for school endow- 
ments for 52 institutions. The University of Illinois received around 477,000 acres. 


The federally controlled land had been recently expropriated from nearly 250 tribes, 
bands, or communities of indigenous people who were forcibly removed. (HCN) 


So recently in fact that the same year the Morrill Act was signed, the federal gov- 
ernment conducted the largest mass execution in US history, hanging 38 members 
of the Dakota tribe in Minnesota. The Dakota were at war with the US government 
after the US failed to keep promises spelled out in treaties they had signed. (MPR) 
The land that the Dakota tribe had ceded in Minnesota (the Sisseton, Wahpeton, 
Mdewakanton and Wahpekute cession of 1851) benefited the endowments of more 
land-grant universities than any other treaty or cession, including the University of 
Illinois. (HCN) 


The removal of Native Americans from this land was not an unfortunate byproduct; 
rather, the colleges exist only because of a state-sponsored system of Native dis- 
possession that worked in two ways (Nash): 


First, some of those colleges were built on land that had been occupied by indige- 
nous people prior to the act; these land-grant colleges were founded on appropri- 
ated land. 


Second, all of the land-grant colleges were funded with proceeds from the sale of 
formerly Native land, without any relationship to the location of the land sold. For 
example, the land-grant college in the state of Illinois received the proceeds of pub- 
lic land sold in California and Nebraska. 
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The removal of Native peoples was not simultaneous with the creation of the universities. 
The federal government had already forced their relocation using a variety of methods in 
the early nineteenth century, decades before the Morrill Act of 1862. Initiatives like the Indian 
Removal Act had been signed into law by President Andrew Jackson on May 28, 1830, and it 
authorized the president to grant lands west of the Mississippi in exchange for Indian lands 
within existing state borders. A few tribes went peacefully, but many resisted the relocation 
policy. (LOC) 


The government also used treaties: “All of the lands funding the University of Missouri, Co- 
lumbia, for instance, came from just two Osage treaties in 1808 and 1825. Meriwether Lewis 
offered the 1808 treaty to the Osage as an alternative to their extermination, while in 1825 
William Clark demanded Osage land to create reservations for Eastern tribes. Granted an 
area more than twice the size of Chicago, by the early 20th century the University of Missouri 
had raised over $363,000 from land that was strong-armed from the Osage for less than 
$700.” (HCN) 


Without the earlier forced removal, there would have been no land to sell to support the 
colleges and universities in the first place. 


The University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana, the future alma mater of some of Felix and 
Theresa’s descendants, was founded five years after the Morrill Act. The Office of the Chan- 
cellor noted this in their land acknowledgement in 2018: 


“Recognizing and acknowledging that we are on the lands of the Peoria, Kaskaskia, Pian- 
kashaw, Wea, Miami, Mascoutin, Odawa, Sauk, Mesquaki, Kickapoo, Potawatomi, Ojibwe, and 
Chickasaw Nations. These lands were the traditional territory of these Native Nations prior 
to their forced removal; these lands continue to carry the stories of these Nations and their 
struggles for survival and identity. 


As a land-grant institution, the University of Illinois has a particular responsibility to 
acknowledge the peoples of these lands, as well as the histories of dispossession that have 
allowed for the growth of this institution for the past 150 years.” 

Sources: LOC: Library of Congress Research Guides: Indian Removal Act 

MPR: Minnesota Public Radio Documentary ‘Little War on the Prairie’, June 2017, 
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2017/06/07/little-war-on-the-prairie-documentary 

University of Illinois Land Acknowledgement, July 2018 

HCN: April 1, 2020 edition of High Country News magazine, reporting by Tristan Ahtone and Dr. Robert Lee titled 
‘Land-grab Universities’, which won the 2020 Polk Award for Education Reporting. 


Nash, M. (2019). Entangled Pasts: Land-Grant Colleges and American Indian Dispossession. History of Education 
Quarterly, 59(4), 437-467. doi:10.1017/heq.2019.31 


Theresa’s sister Magdalena burial, 1876°° 


Theresa’s sister's burial record is included here 
because it includes her parents’ names, with which 
we can confirm the link of Theresa and Magdalena as 
sisters. 
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Le aA their son Henry was born. Henry's obituary states 
that he was born in Pittsburg, Connecticut and that 
his parents moved the family to a farm north of St. 

° Morgan. 
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Historical context: German-Americans in the US Civil War 
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Out of all the family members in the Geigerbuch, two Felixes and a Casper 
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Felix Bellm appears on the list of men required to do military service in 


his district in Illinois, but no record of his service has been found, either. 
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Felix Geiger was living in Boonville, Missouri at the time of the Civil War, 
and did enroll for a short time on behalf of the Union. He was enrolled in 
Missouri to the 52"4 Regiment. It's uncertain why he served such a short 
time—from August to November of 1862—before being relieved of duty by 
Colonel William Pope. Cooper County history says that in the winter of 
1862 and 1863, Col Pope was the commander of several companies of 
‘home militia’, with headquarters at the fair grounds at Boonville. Geiger 
may have been serving in that capacity. 
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Generally, Germans arriving in the St Louis and southern Illinois area at 
the time of the Civil War were ‘not in sympathy with the pro-slavery 
movement’—at least 80 percent of St Louis Germans voted for Lincoln in 
1860, and were among the most radical of the Republicans, demanding 
slavery be abolished and advocating for black soldiers in the Union Army. 
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However, further west in Boonville, English-speaking churches were 
well established. They sympathized with the American South and its prac- 
tice of slavery. The incoming German immigrants did not agree. The Ger- 
mans therefore founded their own churches, from 1850-1853, and Felix 
Geiger arrived shortly after in 1856. German Evangelicals and Catholics 
even shared a building (they alternated Sundays) rather than attend the 
other churches (which may have been due to linguistic differences or 
moral disagreements, or both). 
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In Madison County, Illinois, we know that Casper was a co-trustee of the 
church with Nicholas Trautner, who was an active supporter Lincoln's 


party. 


Perhaps 60% of Missouri residents favored the Union cause; 40% the Con- 
federacy. When the Republican Party chose Abraham Lincoln as its can- 
didate in 1860, the politically active St. Louis Germans comprised nearly 
all of Lincoln's support in Missouri. Meanwhile, thousands of enslaved 
people living in Confederate states fled their masters whenever Union t— 
troops approached. Many flooded north to St. Louis, creating a refugee nT teas Arot 
problem of large proportions. Following the Emancipation Proclamation al ee y 


of 1 Jan 1863, at least 8,000 of Missouri’s African American population, 
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both free and former slaves, enlisted in the Union Army. gh Libido 
‘ 89 bee eo bungur- Yap VU Pliage Wye tel eae 
Sources: ‘A History of Cooper County Missouri’, Henry Levens and Nathaniel Drake, 1876; Wee / 
History of Cooper County Missouri, W. Foreman Johnson, 1974; Boone’s Lick Heritage 34 eZ pllaucti dip) Ley” ¥ 
Quarterly, Vol 17 No 1, Spring 2018; Civil War Virtual Museum by Wilson’s Creek National . Z tila LLL LEA 
Battlefield Foundation; Kristen L. Anderson; German Americans, African Americans, and 4 ©) 


the Republican Party in St. Louis, 1865-1872. Journal of American Ethnic History 1 January 
2008; 28 (1): 34-51. doi: https://doi.org/10.2307/27501880 
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Felix and Theresa Geiger, US Census 1870 


Daughter Mary’s middle name was Lugarta, perhaps she went by that name 
and the census worker looks to have transcribed it here as ‘Lickett’; at this 
time the family was in Highland, Illinois. 


Felix and Theresa Geiger, US Census 1880 


Now in Helvetia Township; it is likely that the census taker has 
incorrectly written ‘Bertrand’ instead of Benedikt. 
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Felix and Theresa Geiger, 7 — ' 


US Census 1900 TWELFTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Neither Felix nor Theresa re- 
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Felix Geiger plots in Helvetia, 1906 


Felix also owned the Section 11 land in the 1892 publication of these plat maps. See page 33 for how 


Felix’s children added on to these properties after his death. 
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Felix Geiger’s German-language obituary, 3 Sep 1909% 


Translated from German: 


> 


eo: 


gelix Geiger eine “wogfbefannter 
Sarmer, der § Meilen Bftlich = von 
Highland-wohnte, ging am Samftag 
Morger wm 10UGr nad), cinwident- 
lidem eiden int geleqnetendlter bot 
81° Jahren G-Monaten und 23 Xa: 
gen gur Legten fangen Mtube cin. Sm 
Grobhergogthuut Vaden. wurde er 
amt 5. Feb. 1828 au. Langhard gebo- 
‘ren, ‘verlebte dafelbjt feine Dugend- 
jagre und vermablte fid) in 1850 in 
der -alten: Seimath Tit Sel. Therefe 
Ren. Sn 1858: entjdlof fic) dieFa- 
milie gir Wusivanderung, wobnte' 
gunddhjt fiir adjt Jahre bei Rocport, 
Mo., danni fity gtwei Yahre auf einer! 
jiidlid) von Avifton gelegenen Farnr 
und- in 1869 hez0q man die Seim= 
fiatte, auf. weldjer die Familie {either 
lebte.  GSech3 Kinder. erbliihten, dev 
gliidlidenEhe, vier Sshne, von wel: 
den einer in garter indheiteftarb, 
und giei Tidjter. Bei act deutfdem 
Sleifs, Sparfamteit und Niidjternbeit 
Imehrte - fie) . im wits der Sabre der 
irdijde Befiz, fo: dah! die Familie in 
ganz angenehmen™ Verhaltniffen eb- 
te. We Glieder derjelber Eenngeid- 
nete die Treye : 41m’ angeftammten 
fath. Glauben. Ant Montag Morgen 
bin halo 9 UWhr verlieh ber Xraner: 
gug da8 Geim und Letwegte fid} nad) 
der St. Paul’s. Kirde, in der Pfr. 
Wilh. Pietfd) die Obfequien Teitete, 
gefolgt von dev: Beftattung aif .dem 
Sn Srichhofe. Dio Mitaliohor Hoa 


Xojeph’s fen 


Vereins; weldjent der 
Gniidtorene angebite, trigen den 
Garg: au Grabe.iDen GHingang de8 
Piedermannes betrauern: Die Gat- 
tin, weldje ebenfalls 81 Sahr alt ijt; 
drei Gobne, Benjamin, der verhet 
rathet ijt und aif cinerFarmbeiSt. 
Xacob wobnt, undkonis und%dolph, 
weldje fid) nod. ledigen Stanbes -im 
Glternhauje befinden; gtwei Todhter;, 
Frat Maria Brehm bon St. onis 
und Srl. Therefe, ; ‘nod bet der vue 
ter feilend;: fieber Enfelfinder und 
cin Bruder, Beneditt Geiger von 
Cit ii ai nine feinem Undenten t 


— ee 


“Felix Geiger, a well-known farmer 
who lived 3 miles east of Highland 
went for a final long rest after suffer- 
ing at the blessed age of 81 years six 
months and 23 days. He was born in 
the Grand Duchy of Baden, February 
5", 1828 in Langhard, spent his youth 
there, and married in the old homeland 
in 1850 with Miss Theresa, nee Kamp. 
In 1858 the family decided to emigrate, 
lived for 8 years near Rockport, then 
for two years ona farm near Aviston 
and then in 1869 they moved into the 
home where the family has lived since. 


Six children blossomed from the happy 
marriage. Four sons, one of whom died 
in early childhood, and two daughters. 
With real German piety and industry, 
thrift and sobriety, their physical pos- 
sessions increased over the years, so 
that the family lived in very pleasant 
conditions. 


All members of the family were loyal 
to their ancestral faith. By Monday 
morning the funeral left at 9 0 clock to 
St Paul’s church where Rev. Pietsch 
conducted the funeral. The members of 
St Joseph's association, to which the 
deceased belong, were pallbearers. To 
mourn the deceased are his wife, also 
81 years old. Three sons (Benjamin, 
who is married and ona farm near St 
Jacob), and Louis and Adolph, who still 
reside in Theresa's home. Two daugh- 
ters, Mrs Maria Brehm from St Louis 
and Miss Theresa, still living with her 
mother. The deceased also leaves a 
brother, Benedict Geiger of South Da- 
kota.” 


64 Geo. A. Ogle & Co. Standard atlas of Madison County, Illinois: including a plat book of the villages, cities and townships of the county, map of the state, United States and world: Map. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, 


www.loc.gov/item/2007626751/ 
65 Highland Union, Friday 3 Sep 1909 Vol 46 Issue 51 
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Theresa Geiger, US Census 1910; daughter Theresa death, 1929° 


Felix and Theresa's youngest three children (Ludwig, who went by Louis, Adolph, and Theresa)*’ never married and lived together on the farm southeast of Highland, with Theresa 
keeping house for her brothers. Adolph moved to town about 30 years before he died and lived with his niece, Theresa (Geiger) Schuh at 1220 12" Street® until 1955. 
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tient the previons ten days. Spinal af- 
fection was the cause of death. Rev 
A. 3 Hohl conducted funeral servi- 
ces at St. Paul's church Saturday 
morning and the remains were laid 
to rest in the Catholic cemetery 
Decensed was born In Clinton coun- 
ty on June 22, 1868. She spent her 


vived by one brother, Adolph Gelger 
of this city, and a sister, Mrs. Mary 
Boehm, of St. Louis. 


86 Highland Journal, 7 Nov 1929 
67 Gravestones in St Joseph’s Cemetery, Highland IL 
68 From Geiger family records provided by Elaine Greene in 2022. 


Felix Geiger obituary, 1909 
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Death of : Felix” ae: * sae 
Felix Galuer, ove of the ide farm 
FeaideLite UT. Hetvetiatownan ine Mer at 
WAV Buleeday at hie home three, 
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Digenred iia rena born in eT 
Raden, .Germeny, on Feburary 5, 1828. 
To ied hey was a Gigetio me @ marriage (6 Sine, 
“Theresa Kampp, who survives, a tn 1858, 
the coniile tame to “America, and rattee, 
spending sighs Fears in Misrunri and two- 
Isatenoar Aviston hated a'farm 
‘near Highinnd- whlch has been their 
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6? The Highland Journal, 1909 
7 St Paul Catholic Church in Highland IL records 
™ St Joseph Cemetery in Highland IL 


Thenese Geiger obituary, 1916°° 


Felix Geiger burial, 19097 


We i 


Felix and Theresa Geiger gravestone” 


In German, ‘Geb’ for geboren, born, and ‘Gest’ for gestorben, died. 
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Anton Geiger [32] 


Anton was buried in Sulz in the Grand Duchy of Baden in 1858. He was a 
day laborer in Langenhard, Baden. 


Maria Anna Flaig [33] 


Maria Anna Flaig was born around 1791 and married Anton Geiger in 1815, and gave birth to at 
least 7 children; six boys and one girl. She was buried in 1847. 


Parents Christian Geiger [64] and Katharina Kunaz [65] 


Parents Andreas Flaig [66] and M Anna Schumacher [67] 


Marriage date 30 Jan 1815 in Sulz, Baden 


Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name 
Karl 23 Jan 1816 

Barbara 1818 

Christian 1819 

Joseph 13 Feb 1822 Catharina 
Benedikt 26 Apr 1824 

Felix* 1828 Theresa Gampp* 
Bernard 5 Feb 1834 


Death information 


9 Feb 1874, Rock Port, MO 
South Dakota? 


Anton and Maria Anna's marriage and their childrens’ baptisms were all recorded in the Evangelical church records in Sulz. Both Anton and Maria Anna's burial records were as 
well. However, their children’s marriage records or burial records have not yet been found, indicating that they may have died young, converted (as Felix may have done, as he was 


a member of the Catholic church in America) or left the area. 


wee ORT + bge etry sod oe 


Ln GD Gees Miata tes 


VS uuee a, hrm a 


Oe ae 


paces ~~ + 


E,. y 
pyae See nee ts See J8/S me 10 ad F meaee Sau afotcfse me 


Wt: 
ifé 4: * 4 ~ ied 
phy Leticuw cf an 


« gan ae 
wel 9 
i il sueaage , iia aes 
RPE Guscyne ST ue daa/ Me bm 


hav & he Snipes 
‘nin bel ssan formed 


; - “ Mit. dager Fg uw! Jad One i ae tee Gor 
ibe 7 y po oe Z 5 
é é A oy Mi bas igen Anus — m& las ad Coron, pdtrg 2 ee 
re Slab i sae pie re ‘2, shaw Salve «doe oe (Fae 
t i. V é- “ft ~ ee yen 
7 Lan DBger re aif eet ae eo. He aad Jo. v 
i "Bain ‘ } » ofr if. Bay s“- bee n¥ 
®) ~ : , G7") ue ha? are y i: 7 de 
Fi Posh 23th tia Bngnet rears 4 ign 


aheanccare F GBs Poa pe - 


, 


Olea aat® 


7 Evangelical church records in Sulz. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSZT-2S78-6?cc=3015626 


Geiger-Flaig marriage, 18157 
“On the 30th of January, at 10 o’clock in the morning, were married: 


Anton Geiger, new citizen and farmer on the Langenhard, legitimate, 
unmarried son of the deceased Christian Geiger and the deceased 
Katharina Kunaz, who had been citizens in Reinbach [although note 
that their son Felix married a woman from Reichenbach so it may 
actually be that]; and Maria Anna Flaig, legitimate, unmarried 
daughter of the deceased Andreas Flaig who had been a citizen and 
farmer at the Langehard, and Maria Anna Schuhmacher. Witnesses 
to the wedding were Andreas Westlender, bailiff, and Anton Wunder, 
citizen and farmer at the Langenhard. Sulz, January 30, 1815. J. 
Schmid, priest.”” 


Note this marriage record is in the Evangelical Church in Sulz (Amt 
Lahr). 


Very interestingly, there is an Anna Maria Flaig, of Sulz, who had an 
act against her in court from 1827 to 1848, accused of (and possibly 
imprisoned for?) infanticide.” Although this is probably not the 
same person as our Maria Anna Flaig, there are a few Flaig families 
in the church records in Sulz and it seems likely they would have 
known of Anna Maria’s case. 


73 | andesarchiv Baden Wirttemberg, Lutherische Kirchenbiicher, 1783-1875. Evangelische Kirche Sulz (A. Lahr), a birth record of Anton names his parents as Katharina and Christian. Translation by Wilma Hofmann. 
™ Justizvollzugsanstalt Bruchsal: Verwaltung, Gefangenenakten, Gefangenenbiicher / 1818-1969. 311 Nr. 35. Archivischer Identifikator 4-3355576 Flaig, Anna Maria von Sulz/Lahr, Laufzeit, 1827-1848 Gegenstand Kindsmord. 


http://www.landesarchiv-bw.de/plink/?f=4-3355576 


Anton and Maria Anna’s son Joseph is baptized, 1822 


Joseph may have been another of Felix’s brothers who left Baden to travel to 
America, as there is record of a Joseph Geiger, born 13 Feb 1822, who eventually 
died in Rock Port, Missouri. 
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Maria Anna Flaig burial, 18477 


“In the year 1847, on the 3rd of September, at 5 o'clock in the evening, died on the Langen- 
hard at the age of 56, and was buried on September 6 at 9 o'clock in the morning: Maria 
Anna Flaig, wife of the citizen and day laborer Anton Geiger from the Langenhard. Wit- 
nesses to the death were Joseph Kindle, coroner from Sulz, and Theobald Mertz, school- 
teacher in Sulz. Sulz, September 6, 1847 - Kopp; Catholic oe office.” 
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® https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSZT-2S46-R. Translated by Wilma Hofmann. Sulz postcard provided by Manfred Elbe. 
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Georg Gampp [34] 


(em iS a Te Georg was born in 1795 in Seelbach, a small town which 
Y sees) hs ide was part of the Count of Hohengerolseck’s territory at the 
Cee 


time. He worked as a day laborer in nearby Reichenbach, 
where he died 13 Jan 1861 at the age of 66. By then, his 
hometown was part of the Grand Duchy of Baden. 


Maria Theresia Ehret [35] 


Born 8 Feb 1790” in Steinbach and died 25 Nov 1852, in Seelbach. 


Maria Theresia gave birth to six daughters and one son. At least two of her daughters 
emigrated to America. Her daughter Theresa lived in Reichenbach, a community which 
had been a part of the same small territory as Seelbach but was already a part of Baden 
by the time Theresa was born. 


Parents Unknown [68] and Anna Maria Hug [69] 
Marriage date 12 Apr 1818 in Seelbach”’ 


Children 

Name Birth information 
Maria Ursula 1818 

Lugarda 1820 

Elisabetha 1825 

Theresia* 14 Mar 1828 
Appolonia 1831 

Maria Magdalena* 1831 

Stephan 


Malle Theresa Ehret baptism, 1790 
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Georg Gampp burial, 1861 
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Parents Mathias Ehret [70] and Maria Anna Pfaff [71] 


Spouse name Death information 


4 Nov 1818 
Johann Georg Weber After 186] 
Xavier Saisst 1896 
Felix Geiger* 1916 


Franz Anton Weber 
John Baptist Koehler* 
Theresia Eble 


22 Sep 1876, in Helvetia Township, IL 


Gampp-Ehret marriage, 1818 
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1 Seelbach, Lahr, Baden, Erzbischdéfliches Archiv Freiburg https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WF81-Q9T2 
™ Seelbach, Lahr, Baden, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7MMP-QYPZ 


Mathias Ehret [70] 


ff Mathias was born 28 Jan 1746 in Reichenbach. 


of His parents had eight children, although a Mathias born in 
1744 may have died as an infant immediately before Mathias 
[70] was born. His younger sister's name was Ludgarda (a variation of what was clearly an 
important name in this family) and she lived to adulthood, marrying Mathias Griesbaum. 


He may have had a first marriage to Maria Eva Himelspach, who died in 1781. He died at 50 on 
5 Jan 1797 in Berghaupten. 


Parents Jacob Ehret [140] and Verena Keisser [141] 


Marriage date 14 Jan 1782 in Seelbach (40 years minus one day after Mathias’ parents married) 


Children 

Name Birth information 
Maria Anna 1783 
Sebastian 1786 
Apollonia 1788 
Maria Theresia 8 Feb 1790 
Magdalena/Maria Barbara 1792 
Franciscus Antonius 1794 
Sybilla 1795 
Magdalena 1798 
Helena 1801 


Jacob Ehret and Verena Keisser marriage, 1742” 


“In Reichenbach, 1742. Today, on the 15" of the month of January, in the year 1742, after 
three prior announcements in the parish church Seelbach, and after no impediments to the 
marriage were noted, were married by me, the undersigning, after | had asked both for their 
consent, and they both gave their consent: the honorable widower Jacob Erat, a citizen in 
Reichenbach, and the chaste maiden Verena Kaiserin, legitimate daughter of the honorable 
Martin Kaiser and the virtuous [??] Schwanzin or [-- -- ] Wanzin from Kreuth 


Witnesses are Martin Kaiser, father of the groom, and Johannes Kaiser, citizen in Kreith, 
who, together with me and groom and bride signed this record.” 
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78 Seelbach, Lahr, Baden, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WF8B-5F6Z 
™ Seelbach, Lahr, Baden, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7MMK-WW3Z 
80 Seelbach, Lahr, Baden, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:;WF8Y-NXMM 


Maria Anna Pfaff [71] 


Maria Anna was born 10 Jan 175778 in Reichenbach and died 11 Mar 1816 in Stein- 
bach. 


Her parents married 27 Nov 1752 in Seelbach. Maria also had a younger sister 
named Ludgarda, although she died in infancy. She was one of 11 children although 
very few of her siblings lived to adulthood. 


Her paternal grandparents were Peter Pfaff [284] and Maria Eva Haitzmann [285] 
of Gengenbach. 


Parents Peter Paul Pfaff [142] and Maria Eva Moser [143] 


Spouse name Death information 
Maria Anna Uhl 1837 
Georg Gamp 25 Nov 1852 
Michael Wamschul 

1794 
Balthasar Link 

1798 
Johannes Bruchig 1865 


Mathias Ehret baptism, 1746°° 


“In Reichenbach: Today, on the 28" of the month of January, in the year 1746, was 
baptized by me, the undersigning Fransiscanus: Mathias Erat, legitimate son of the 
honorable Jacob Erat, citizen and weaver in Reichenbach, and the virtuous Verena 
Kayserin. 


Godparents are the honorable Friedrich Bielmann, miller and citizen here, and the 
virtuous Catherina Hathelfer from Greith 


The godparents and the parents signed this record together with me.” 
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Maria Anna Pfaff baptism, 1757 
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Ehret-Pfaff marriage, 1782°' 
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51 Seelbach, Lahr, Baden, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:7MMP-W73Z 
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Mathias Ehret burial, 1797° 
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82 Burial, Berghaupten, Offenburg, Baden, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WXV7-FNZM 
83 Seelbach, Lahr, Baden, Erzbischéfliches Archiv Freiburg https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QB14-VW6Z 
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Hieronymus ‘Jerome’ Schirch* [18] 


Joseph Hieronymus Schirch was born Apr 1808 in Weggis, Luzern (Swiss Confederation) and 
died 15 Mar 1883 in Highland, Illinois. Hieronymus (the Latin form of Jerome, as he is named on 
records once he arrived in Illinois) also spelled his last name Schierch or Schuerch. 


Jerome was born on the shores of Lake Luzern, while Anna came from Sursee on the shore of 
nearby Lake Sempach, about 35 km away. Jerome's family does also appear in Ettiswil church 

records, nearer to Sursee, so it’s possible they may have crossed paths. They reported on their 
marriage record that they belonged to the Catholic diocese of Solothurn. 


They departed from Le Havre, France in 1868 in steerage, when Jerome was 54 and Anna was 
38. They were quite old when they had daughter Emma, as he was 63 and she was 40. Jerome 
is listed in census records as a laborer who can't read or write. Mark Twain visited Weggis in 
1897 and called it ‘the most charming place.’ 


Anna Christina Amlehn* [19] 


Anna Christina Amlehn was born on 10 Sep 1830 in Sursee, Luzern (Swiss 
Confederation), and died on 4 Jun 1911. She may have had a middle name as 
well, Udalrica, the feminine version of her godfather Ulrich’s name. 


After her husband died, she lived for some time with her only surviving 
daughter, Emma. The 1900 census where she was living with Emma says she 
actually had two children, one living. Her daughter Christina is mentioned in 
St Paul church records but may have only lived a few days. 


Great-granddaughter Olivia wrote that ‘Great grandpa Schuerck was killed by 
a run-away horse and great-grandma Schuerck worked at St. Joseph's Hos- 
pital in Highland.’ 


Parents Melchior Schurch [36] and Barbara Kuttel or Kutel [37] 


Parents Balthasar Amlehn [38] & Ana Maria Troxler [39] 


Marriage date 6 Oct 1868, in the German migrants’ chapel in Le Havre, France, 20 days before their ship departed to the US.* 


Children 

Name Birth information 
Christina 29 Oct 1869 
Emma Catherine 8 Apr 1871 
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Death information 
30 Oct 1869 
21 Oct 1947 


Joseph Hieronimus baptism, Greppen, 1808 


It appears Joseph Hieronimus have been named for his godfa- 
ther, Hieronimus Zimmerman, of Weggis. He had an older 
brother, Joseph Leodigar, which explains why he might not 
have gone by Joseph but rather his middle name. His baptism 
appears in the Greppen Catholic church books. 


Map of Weggis, Switzerland, 1889% 


Hieronymus’ baptism states his parents were from Weggis and 
notes they were ‘im Buol. This may be an older style of writing 
‘Buhl’, phonetically very similar, which is noted here on the map 
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84 Groupement Genealogique du Havre et de Seine-Maritime. ‘La Chappelle aux Allemands’. https://www.gghsm.org/page/rec_chapelle_epoux.aspx 


85 Topographischer Atlas der Schweiz from the State Archives of Luzern, PL 791/208 


Historical context: Helvetia, Illinois from 1831-1849 
Kaspar Kopfli, who arrived in Illinois in 1831, described Highland as follows: 


“This settlement, located in the state of Illinois, was founded in 1831 by the Lucerne families of Kopfli and Suppiger, and Senator Simple, an American general of the militia. By 
1837 the population had already increased so much that it was felt necessary to lay it out as a town. In the center of this settlement, a suitable tract of land was designated for 
the foundation of a town that was named Highland, but also known as Helvetia. The plan included 130 acres of land and was divided into forty-five city blocks. 


..First a saw and flour mill, steam driven, was built by Mr. Suppiger; this mill produces the most important building materials. This was followed by a brick-works for which good 
limestone in quantity can be found in a nearby quarry without charge. Soon a tavern, a schoolhouse, and a general store were built. A smith and several other craftsmen settled 
eventually; the town has grown so much, that over a hundred families, in as many houses, have found a home and a carefree life. 


In 1845 there were two schoolhouses attended by sixty to seventy children, two good doctors, three inns, three business places, one justice of the peace, one constable, five 
smithies, three wagon makers, carpenter, shoemaker, tailor, mason, saddler, plumber, cutler, plasterer, painter, three brickyards, a dairy, and a distillery. The town is steadily 
growing and prospering. 


Life in Highland is very Swiss; almost everyone speaks Swiss. In the inns and at social gatherings it is entertaining to hear the different dialects of the various Swiss cantons. 
There is the genial dialect of the Berner, the expressive Bundtner, also that of the Zurcher, Glarner, Luzerner, Basler, St Galler, Aargauer, Zuger, etc. 


..The federal government maintains ten land offices in different parts of the State of Illinois, where everyone can easily find out from the maps and charts which land has been 
sold and what still belongs to the government. ... For Highland and New Switzerland, the land office is in Edwardsville. Everyone can buy as much government land as he wants 
to, if he has chosen a suitable piece and has had it marked on the map. The fixed price is $1.25 per acre. Smaller pieces of land than forty acres at $50 are not for sale by the 
government. ... Woods in the vicinity of highland are privately owned, but they can be bought for $9 and $10 per acre. In the Shoal Creek area, ten to twelve miles from Highland, 
there are still some good federal woods for sale. ... 


A farm, located half an hour from Highland, consisting of 160 acres of land, of which forty acres are fenced in, forty acres are in woods and the remainder is unbroken prairie, on 
which there is a simple dwelling and barns such as are customary here, trees, and an orchard would cost in the neighborhood of $1200-$1500, or Fr. 4320 to 5400.” 


In the Appenzeller Kalendar, 1851 edition. Translated from German: 


“Neu-Schweizerland is the name of a settlement located in the North American 
state of Illinois and founded in 1831 by the Kopfli and Suppiger families from 
Lucerne and an American general and senator Simple. 


According to the description that Mr. Kopfli from this area and settlements, 
Swiss emigrants should most likely find a second home there, which gives them 
a carefree livelihood with a customary way of life, as far as it is possible for 
Europeans in America. In a few years, writes Mr. Kdpfli, the population of this 
settlement had grown so significantly that the need to found a town was felt. In 
1837 a suitable piece of land was determined, which received the name Highland 
(highland), but is also often called Helvetia. ... 


(The adjacent illustration provides a view of this friendly city just beginning.) 


The lack of good wine at a cheap price, which has hitherto been felt all over 
America by the Swiss and Germans, will be remedied in a few years, at least for 
this settlement. ... Pig breeding is also of great importance throughout the state 
of Illinois, but especially in Highland. A hundred pigs are raised there with less 
effort than half a dozen in Switzerland, says Mr. Kopfli. ... 


So inviting Mr. Kopfli describes some areas and conditions of the new world in 
his "Spiegel von Amerika", he also recommends emigration no less than abso- 
lutely, and it is certainly worth reading what he gives those who are passionate 
about emigration to consider. The one who is keen on emigration - he writes - 
think carefully about what he intends to do.” 


Sources: New Switzerland in Illinois: As Described by Two Early Swiss settlers, Kaspar Kopfli and Johann Jacob Eggen in Spiegel von Amerika and Aufzeichnungen aus Highlands Grundungszeit. Illustration of ‘New 
Switzerland’: Appenzeller Kalendar, 1851 
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Amlehn 


The Amlehn family is listed in the Swiss Historical Lexicon with Sursee as their city of origin and records exist of a few still living in Sursee about the time that Anna would have left 


Switzerland. 


More information translated from French about the Amlehn family name in the Historical Lexicon of Switzerland®: 


Amlehn. Old family admitted to the government of the city of Lucerne; the name is documented since the 14th century. Rudolf was the first to enter the Grand Council in 1400 
and, in 1410, the Small Council. His relationship to the later Amlehns, however, fs not proven. Stefan, father of Niklaus, became citizen of Lucerne in 1509. Member of the 
Grand Council in 1517 and of the Small Council from 1522 to 1550, he was bailiff and treasurer on several occasions. 


The family reached its peak in the midale of the 16th century. The male line ended with the son of Niklaus, Melchior (died in 1567), member of the Grand Council and bailiff. A 
phenomenon of succession of the elites, which had put the old families aside from important functions, allowed the rise of the Amlehns. But they could not recover from the 


fall of Niklaus in the Pfyffer-Amlehn affair. 


Niklaus Amlehn: last mentioned in 1577 in Lucerne, died before 1587 in Lucerne. Son of Stefan, member of the Lucerne Small Council. Brother-in-law of knight Melchior 
Lussi. Married before 1551 Dorothea Hug, and then before 1559 Elisabeth Zukas. Member of the Grand Council from 1538 to 1552, of the Petit Conseil from 1552 to 1573, avoyer 
for the even years from 1560 to 1566. Bailiff of BUron-Triengen (1545-1547) of Weggis (1551-1553), of Entlebuch (1557-1559). Attorney of the convents of Engelberg from 1554 
to 1558 and of Saint-Urbain in 1564, administrator of the convent of Neuenkirch. Delegate on several occasions to the Diet. 


Niklaus Amlehn received pensions from Savoy, Venice, Rome and France. He was a butcher, a grocer, a saltpetre maker, an armor merchant. Member of the Safran corpo- 
ration. He owned several houses and orchards in the city, at least two estates and about 6,000 guilders in income. 


With Jost Pfyffer, he was the central figure in the Pfyffer-Amlehn affair: in 1559, they concluded a secret and illegal alliance, relating among other things to the distribution 
of charges and pensions. Pfyffer was banished after Amlehn's spontaneous confession in 1569. Following the rehabilitation of Jost Pfyffer in 1573, Niklaus Amlehn was 
removed from his post on the Small Council. He was pardoned in 1575 after an exile in Stans. 


Although we do not have documentation of how Anna is related to Niklaus, we can be sure she is a member of this same family (although perhaps distantly) because the name has 


only one place of origin in the Historical Lexicon of Switzerland: Sursee. 


Anna Christina Amlehn baptism, 1830° 
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86 Egloff, Gregor: "Amlehn", in: Historisches Lexikon der Schweiz (HLS) , version dated February 17, 2020. Online: https://hls-dhs-dss.ch/de/articles/022203/2020-02-17/ 
87 Sursee, Switzerland, Taufbuch, 1828-1837 https://query-staatsarchiv.lu.ch/detail.aspx?ID=1232618 page 183 and 235 of 739 


Sursee, Switzerland 


Sursee became part of the canton of Lucerne (German spelling Luzern) in the 1300s. In the 1500s, the town government was controlled by an aristocratic oligarchy despite the best 
efforts of the peasants, who led a revolt in 1653. Lucerne has been an important canton throughout Switzerland's history as it went through several phases. Under the Helvetic 


Republic (1798-1803) Lucerne was the seat of the central government, under the Act of Mediation (1803-1814) one of the six “Directorial” cantons and from 1815 to 1848 one of the 


three ruling cantons. 


The patrician government was finally swept away by the cantonal constitution of 1831. But in 1841, the Conservatives regained power, called in the Jesuits in 1844, and in doing so 


brought about the beginnings of the Sonderbund War. During this conflict in 1847, seven Catholic cantons created a separate alliance to avoid a centralization of power but they were 
defeated.® It was not a particularly bloody war, with only about 93 dead and 510 wounded.®’ Anna would have been 17 years old during this nonetheless significant war, which ulti- 
mately led to Switzerland becoming the federal state that it is today. A new Swiss Federal Constitution was created in 1848, and the Jesuits were banished from Switzerland. 


Illustration of Sursee from Anna Amlehn’s parish’s baptism book 


The description of Sursee that is included under this photo in the town’s ‘Taufbuch’ says that the village had 
about 2125 inhabitants in 1888. In 1580 it was completely burned, and in 1628 about 400 people there died ina 


short period of time due to the Plague. There were also large fires in 1686 and 1734. 
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Nach Hertlibergers Topographic von 1754. — Einwohner 2125 Habitants (1588). 

«....Anno 15§So ist die Vorstadt vollig abgebrunnen. 1628 wiitete die Pest erschrecklich, da in gar 
kurzer Zeit tber 400 Personen daran gestorben. 1650 sind 57 Hauser abgebrunnen. 1686 sind in der Vor- 
stadt wieder 22 Hauser in Aschen gelegt worden. 1734, 13. Sept., erschreckliche Feuersbrunst, in welcher 
126 Hauser, ohne die Stadt Gebaude abgebrunnen sind... ..» Herritberger, 1754. 


881 ucerne,’ 1911 Encyclopedia Britannica by William Augustus Brevoort Coolidge 
89 https://hls-dhs-dss.ch/fr/articles/017241/2012-12-20/ 
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Delores Geiger [3] in Sursee, 2011 


Sursee has been a ‘sister city’ of Highland, Illinois since 1976. 


Morgan Gray and Delores (Federer) Geiger visited Sursee in 
July 2011. Delores married great-grandson of Anna Amlehn, 
Othmar Geiger. 
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mace : Hieronymus and Anna depart from 
carland, aa ‘ Le Havre, France in steerage on the Bellona, 1868 


Hieronymus and Anna left Switzerland to travel to the northern coast 
of France and depart from Le Havre, but the circumstances of their 
leaving are unclear—did they leave together? They were not married in 
Switzerland, but rather married in a small chapel at 19 Rue JB Eyries 
in Le Havre, which had been built just a few years earlier to support 
the many German-speaking emigrants who traveled through Le Ha- 
vre—often poor and sometimes victims of crime and fraud. The chapel 
was associated to the Saint-Michel parish, and was demolished in 


tal 1970. 
seer ales 
. + + The SS Bellona first departed from London, then Le Havre. They arrive 
Sear 3 + in New York on 26 Oct 1868. It’s unclear why Anna went by her maiden 
= + name on this record, but perhaps she had bought the ticket, perhaps 


back in Switzerland, but in any case before her marriage (which was 
only about 20 days before the departure) 
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See Historical Context note at right for more information about ports 
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°° The Grand Quai at Le Havre (1874), Hermitage Museum. 


Historical context: Bremen and Le Havre 


Leaving Germany or Switzerland in the 19" century the way Hieronymus, Anna, and all of the other immigrant ancestors in this book meant they had to have enough resources to 
make the journey in the first place, at least for a budget ticket in steerage. In the early 1850s, over half a million Germans crossed the ocean. Fewer Swiss were leaving at that 
time. About 25,000 Swiss emigrants arrived per decade from the 1850s until the 1880s—that decade, nearly 82,000 Swiss emigrated. 


Bremen and Hamburg were the primary ports of departure, with more than 7.2 million people departing the port of Bremerhaven and 5 million from Hamburg on ships to Amer- 
ica. Le Havre, on the northern coast of France, was also popular, and was the port Hieronymus and Anna left through. It took sailing vessels on average 6 to 7 weeks to make the 
voyage from Europe to America. 


Though steamships came into regular use In the 1850s, they were high priced and thus less commonly used until later. 


Accounts report poor conditions—for example, often only one toilet per one hundred passengers. One immigrant ship from Hamburg in 1858 arrived with no water, a food short- 
age, and 37 dead of cholera. 


Those bound for Illinois often landed in New Orleans, where they could take a steamboat and travel up the Missisippi to St Louis—this took about a week. 
Table: Total number of emigrants and Geigerbuchers traveling through Bremen or Le Havre by decade 


Geigerbuchers known to have traveled through Le Havre are in (parentheses). 


Decade Emigrants Geigerbuchers 

1831-1840 105,760 - 

1841-1850 234,040 (Gschwend), (Federer, Trautner), Rall, Bellm, Bellm, Kuhn 

1851-1860 417,367 Hagedorn, Frisse, Lauer, (Geiger, Kamp), (Schwarz, Schwarz, Ganninger) 
1861-1870 412,729 (Amlehn, Schtirch) 

1871-1880 378,542 Niemeier, Woltering, Ratermann, Hotz 

1881-1890 969,317 - 


More than 90% of the emigrants leaving Bremen during these decades were traveling to the USA. 


Well-known Ellis Island, founded as an inspection station, only began to admit immigrants in 1892, and so none of the immigrants in this book, who all arrived before 1892, would 
have traveled through there. 


Sources: Germans in Illinois, Miranda E Wilkerson, Heather Richmond. SIU Press, 2019; Hoerder, D. (1993). The Traffic of Emigration via Bremen/Bremerhaven: Merchants’ Interests, Protective Legislation, and Migrants’ 
Experiences. Journal of American Ethnic History, 13(1), 68-101. http://www. jstor.org/stable/27501115 


Christina Schuerch gravestone, 1869 


Although the stone itself doesn’t give much data for 
confirmation, this may be a marker for Anna and 
Jerome's first daughter, who died in Illinois as an infant 
almost exactly one year after Hieronymus and Anna 
landed in New York. The stone is in the same cemetery in 
Highland as her parents’'—St Joseph’s—and is in a similar 
material to her father's stone. 
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View of the village of Weggis, Switzerland, circa 1870" 


: Historical context: First warnings of climate change 
; and temperature change since then 


By the time Hieronymus and Anna married then departed for America 
in 1868, carbon dioxide existed in the atmosphere in a concentration of 
about 288 parts per million (ppm)—a number within the 200-300ppm 
range that it had been for over 800,000 years. 


Just 10 years earlier, an American scientist, Eunice Foote, had pub- 
lished findings at the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science (a male friend, Joseph Henry, presented it). In 1856, her exper- 
iments showed the absorption of thermal radiation by COz and water 
vapour, and also posited a direct connection to their variability as a 
possible cause of climate change. 


John Tyndall used more sophisticated experiments a few years later in 
1859 to demonstrate conclusively that Earth’s greenhouse effect comes 
from water vapor and other gases like CO2that absorb and emit ther- 
mal infrared energy. 


This means we have known about the relationship between green- 
house gases and Earth's temperature for more than 150 years—and 
only a few decades later, we got the first indications that these tem- 
perature changes were being caused by humans. 
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the atmosphere. Although 
his ideas on climate were 
controversial at the time, he 
did go on to win the Nobel 
Prize in chemistry for some 
of his other research. 


Eunice Foote’s 
1856 paper 


Sources: Chicago Triibune, 2000. https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-xpm-2000- 
05-23-0005230241-story.html. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
https://www.noaa.gov/news-release/carbon-dioxide-now-more-than-50-higher-than- 
pre-industrial-levels; Hannah Ritchie, Max Roser and Pablo Rosado (2020) "CO, and 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions" ‘https://ourworldindata.org/co2-and-other-greenhouse- 
gas-emissions' 


1100 Jahre Pfarrkirche St Maria Weggis 


By 1910, the concentration of COz was at 299ppm and Anna was 80. 


A 1912 article was published in Popular Mechanics titled ‘Remarkable 
Weather of 1911: The Effect of the Combustion of Coal on the Climate - 
What Scientists Predict 


Science Notes and News. for the Future.’ A caption 


in this piece included the wee ; . . 
iaceniensigostinies cliende Neise and Nene Arriving by boat in the village of Weggis, 
ane ce Cea below, which is consid- Switzerland, June 2023 
<= ered one of the first no- 


The furnaces of the world are now tices to the general public 
burning about 2,000,000,000 tons of of cgal’s link to climate 
coal a year. When this is burned, 
uniting with oxygen, it adds about 
Hepecagh ies tons of carbon dioxide About 75 years later, | (the 
o the atmosphere yearly. This tends i : 
to make the air a more effective blan- SChurch’s  great-great- 
ket for the earth and to raise its great-granddaughter) 
temperature. The effect may be con- was born. 
siderable in a few centuries. 


| visited Weggis from my home in Geneva during the annual Heirassa Swiss Folk Music Festival. 


change. 


THE RODNEY AND OTAMATEA TIMES, 
WEDNESDAY. AUGUST 14 [9I2. 


Global carbon emissions 
had significantly 

increased during that time, and CO2 in the atmosphere had reached 
350ppm. The next year, in 1988, NASA scientist James Hansen ad- 
dressed the US Senate to tell them global warming had already arrived. 


The figure below illustrates how the global temperature has changed 
from the time my great-great-great-grandparents arrived in America 
until today. 


Global temperature change 
Relative to average of 1971-2000 [°C] 


0.0 + FT lal 


Dee 


Atmospheric COQ2 reached 421ppm, its highest concentration in over 
800,000 years, in May of 2022. 


Source: Professor Ed Hawkins (University of Reading) https://showyourstripes.info/faq; 
‘For 110 years, climate change has been in the news. Are we finally ready to listen?’ 
https://phys.org/news/2022-08-years-climate-news-ready.html 
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°2 St Paul Church 1846 to 1896, Merkel 


Hieronymus and Anna Schirch, US Census 1870 


Saint Jacob, in Madison County, Illinois 


Hieronymus Schirch, member of 
St Joseph’s Society at the St Paul Church” 


Hieronymus is listed as a deceased member of the St Joseph’s Society at the 
St Paul church in a church history written by the priest at the time. The Soci- 
ety is described as follows, in a translation from German of that church 
history: 


St. Joseph's Society played an important part in the history of our parish. It 
was founded in 1877. ... The reason given was the organizing of a male society 
whose members, because of their closeness, would promote Catholic Think- 
ing. It was also hoped that the monthly dued members were asked to pay 
would aid the church and the school. Immediately, thirty-two men joined the 
society. .. Since that May 13, 1877, meetings have been held regularly on the 
third Sunday of every month following the high Mass. ... At times, the attend- 
ance of meetings left something to be desired, and some of the discussions 
about parish business were quite stormy. At one time the society almost 
folded when the members were unable to agree on a certain course of action. 
Members who paid more than 10c per month refused their consent, and 
others, whose wishes were not honored, left altogether. But 'm happy to say 
that the society survived and Is quite successful, with fifty-nine members in 
7887... 

Following is a list of deceased members: 

Johannes Schwarz, June 22, 1878. At the age of 78 he suffered a stroke as he 
was going to church during the Corpus Christi octave, and he died several 
days later. Rest in Peace. 

Hieronymus Schuerch, March 15, 1883. This unpretentious man died after an 
unfortunate fall at the age of 75. Rest in Peace. 


Dorothy (Geiger) Lewis, a great grandchild of Hieronymus, believed she 
remembers this fall having something to do with his horses or a wagon, so it 
may have been some sort of farm accident. 


Hieronymus and Anna Schirch, US Census 1880 B. ey Pree a.) 


Anna Schirch, member of the 


Women Society at the St 


Anna Schuerch is also listed as a member of the Women Society at 
St Paul. The church history describes the society as follows: 


Our parish owes much gratitude to the members of this organiza- 
tion which we mentioned earlier. Then, the members wore pioneer 
clothes. Now they wear a Blessed Virgin medallion on a red band. 
They call themselves ‘Confraternity of the Holy Rosary,’ and also 


and ends May 81, 1880. 
living on the ist day of Jan 
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Illustration of Highland, Illinois, 18947 
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* Burial record in St Paul church records, gravestone in St Joseph Cemetery. 
°5 Drawn by John Simon Hoerner and published by Heinicke-Fiegel Lith. Co. in 1894 


Hieronymus Schirch burial record, 1883” 


The burial record does not state cause of death, 
but Hieronymus’ granddaughter Olivia Woltering 
wrote that he was killed by a runaway horse. 


‘Jerome’ Schuerch gravestone 


} 
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PERSONAL DESCRIPTION. NATIVITY. CITIZENSHIP. 


Place of birth of each person and parents of ech person enumerated. If born in the United 
States, give the Slate or Territory, if of foreign birth, give the Country only. 
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Anna Amlehn Schutrch, 
US Census 1900 


Anna, widowed, was living 
with her daughter Emma 
and son-in-law. It says 
Anna had two children, only 
one surviving. The other 
died in infancy. 
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Anna Schirch burial record, 
191176 
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Anna Schirch gravestone, 1911 


6 Burial record in St Paul Church records, gravestone in St Joseph Cemetery. Unable to locate gravestone in 2022. 


Selected view of a map of the canton of Luzern, and surrounding cantons, 1838” 


The Amlehn family: Sursee area (MUnster, Gunzwyl, Geuensee). The Schirch family: Ettiswil, Alberswil, and Weggis. 


, a vor Chain HED 
von Gebr: Eatin Lithoa 
~ 1838, 


| 


<i Cr oaer Vierw, 
her Noe, eee al, 
Kreuntrichter : 


AMT ENTLEBUCHL 
at is Eanurohiner 


74 uzern, Karte des Kantons mit den angrenzenden Teilen anderer Kantone,’ Lehrer Rietschi. Gebr. Eglin Lithographen. https://query-staatsarchiv.lu.ch/detail.aspx?ID=119214 
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Caspar Melchior Balthasar Schirch [36] 


Melchior was born 5 Oct 1768, the twin brother of Anna Catharina, and baptized in 
Ettiswil (although he cites his hometown as Alberswil in documents during his life). 
His godfather was also named Melchior Schurch. He worked on the land, although 
his father was a tailor. 


Although all of Melchior and Barbara's children were born in Weggis, many were 
baptized in Greppen and buried in Ettiswil. Melchior was buried in Ettiswil after he 
died on 8 Jul 1847 (the year of Switzerland's last civil war) at the age of 78. 


Parents Franz Schurch [72] and Verena Stéckli [73] 
Marriage date 1800 in Weggis, Switzerland 
Children 

Name 

Maria Anna Catharina 
Catharina Maria Verena 

Maria Barbara Verena 

Agatha Josepha Regina Johana 
Joseph Leodigar 

Joseph Hieronimus 

Petrus Aloisius* 

Elisabetha Maria* 

Infant daughter 

Infant son 

Catharina Barbara 

Elisabetha Catharina 


Birth information 
27 Aug 1801, Weggis 
28 Oct 1802, Weggis 
9 Mar 1804, Weggis 
4 Jun 1805, Weggis 
16 Feb 1807, Weggis 
3 Apr 1808, Weggis 
12 Nov 1809, Weggis 
12 Nov 1809, Weggis 
5 Oct 1810, Weggis 
9 Apr 1811, Weggis 
4 Mar 1812, Weggis 
30 Oct 1813, Weggis 


Melchior (and twin) Schirch baptism, 1768% 
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*8 Ettiswil church records, https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:66VS-LZMT 
°° Weggis, Switzerland church records. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:66VW-ML4H 
™ Weggis, Switzerland church records. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSX4-QDLJ 
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Anna Maria Barbara Kittel [37] 


Barbara Kitel (sometimes KUttel) was born 23 Sep 1778, in Alberswil, Luzern (Old Swiss 


Confederacy). 


She gave birth to 12 children, two of which were twins. At least two of her children died 
in infancy. 


She died on 6 Apr 1837 at 59. Her son Hieronymus left Switzerland for Illinois but she 
and her husband had already passed away by that time. 


Parents Josef Jakob Ludwig Kiutel [74] and Maria Katharina Holzgang [75] 


Death information 
20 Jul 1834, Ettiswil 


Spouse name and marriage date 


24 Oct 1873, Ettiswil 
15 Jan 1849, Ettiswil 
Elisabeth Bruhlimann, 1835 


Anna Amlehn, 1868 15 Mar 1883, Highland, IL 


1810 
1811 
Joseph Andreas Glanzmann of Wohlhusen, 1852 
8 Jan 1865, Ettiswil 


Melchior Schirch and Barbara Kitel marriage, 1800% 
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Barbara Kittel Schirch burial, 1837™ 


Ettiswil parish: “Deceased 6 Apr 1837, at 8 in the afternoon. Burial in Gettnau [former municipality in the district of Willisau], 9 Apr 1837 at 8 in the morning. Born in Alberswil, resi- 
dence in Kuhberg, occupation housewife. Baptized 23 Sep 1778 in Weggis. Marriage (Oct or Nov?) 11, 1800, in Weggis. 


Deceased’s parents: Father Jacob Ludwig Kutel, a farmer from Weggis; mother Maria Holzgang.” 


Melchior Schirch burial, 1847'°2 


Ettiswil parish: “Date of death, July 8. Widower Melchior. Parents Franciscus Schutrch of Alberswil and Verena Stockli of Ettiswil. Age 79, provided with sacraments of the dying.”. 


™ Register of the dead, Parish of Ettiswil, church district of Willisau, Canton of Luzern. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSX4-MSW8-7 
2 Register of the dead, Parish of Ettiswil, church district of Willisau, Canton of Luzern. https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSX4-MS76-2 


Franz Schirch [72] 


Franz was a tailor and originally from Alberswil, but appeared to live most of his 
life in Ettiswil. Both villages were part of the canton of Luzern (Old Swiss Conf.) 


There was a Franz Joseph Schtrch baptized in Ettiswil 23 May 1739, born to Joseph 
and Veronica (Meyer) and another 18 Dec 1738 to Chrysostomi and Anna Maria 
Schurch—Franz [72] could be either one. 


Parents Potentially Joseph Schtirch [144] and Veronica Meyer [145] 
Marriage date 25 Nov 1762 in Ettiswil, Switzerland 
Children 


Name Birth information 


Maria Verena Stockli [73] 


Verena was from Ettiswil. She and Franz had at least 10 children, 2 of which were twins, 


and we know at least 4 of them lived to adulthood. Verena’s birth/death dates are un- 
certain but in 1779, there was a juvenile Nicolaus Schirch (who ‘drowned in water’) and 
a widow Verena Stoéckli who died about ten days apart in Ettiswil. It’s a possibility she 


died shortly after her son, although not clear why only her maiden name was used if so. 


Parents Potentially Franciscus Stéckli [146] and Rosa Schurch [147] 


Spouse name and marriage date Death information 


Franciscus Josephus Nicolaus 
Anna Maria Elisabetha Veronica 
Nicolaus Franciscus 

Caspar Melchior Balthasar* 
Anna Catharina* 

Franciscus Aloysius Alexis 
Anna Maria Catharina 

Anna Maria Verena Elisabetha 
Maria Verena Rosa 

Johann Baptist 


19 Oct 1763, Ettiswil 
9 Mar 1765, Ettiswil 
13 Sept 1766, Ettiswil 
5 Oct 1768, Ettiswil 
5 Oct 1768, Ettiswil 
17 Jul 1770 

24 Nov 1771 

5 Oct 1773, Ettiswil 
11 Jul 1775 

28 Jun 1777 


Barbara Kutel, 1800, Weggis 


Jodocus Marbach, 1799, Ettiswil 


Francisca Waldis; Anna Maria Suter 


1 Jan 1815, Willisau? 


(16 Feb 17797) 
8 Jul 1847, Ettiswil 


14 Feb 1831, Weggis 

28 May 1813, Ettiswil 
23 Mar 1832, Weggis 
20 Nov 1854, Weggis 


Franz Schirch and Verena Stockli baptisms, 29 Mar 1739 and 23 May 1739" 


We don’t know Franz [72] and Maria Verena [73]'s parents’ names from their marriage record, so we can't confirm this is in fact our [72] and [73], but it is very possible given that this 
is about the right time period for them given their marriage date, all of their children were baptized in Ettiswil, and despite searching there are not other obvious possibilities in the 
Ettiswil church records. Although this would mean Verena’s mother was also a Schurch, there were many Schtrchs in Ettiswil at the time and they may not be closely related. 


“On 29 Mar 1739, Maria Verena was baptized; parents Franziscus Stécklin and Rosa Schurch; godparents Bernard Stocklin and Verena Stocklin. On 23 May 1739, Franziscus Joseph 
was baptized; parents Joseph Schtrch and Veronica Meyer; godparents Franziscus Schtrch and Anna Maria Meyer.” 
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3 Ettiswil church records, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSX4-MQCG-Z 
© Ettiswil church records, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:66V7-L1K6 


Josef Jakob Ludwig Kittel [74] 


J.J.L. Kittel (sometimes Kutel) was born in Weggis, Luzern (Old Swiss Con- 
federacy) on 19 Apr 1737, the youngest of at least 9 children. He may have 
died at the age of 63 on 13 Dec 1800”. 


Parents Felix Kutel [148] and Anna Maria Rittiman [149] 
Marriage date 5 May 1765 in Weggis 
Children 


Name Birth information 


Maria Katharina Holzgang [75] 


Born around 1744, but likely not in Weggis as she doesn’t appear in records there. She died 
sometime after Johanna Josefa was born in 1781. She had three children who passed away dur- 
ing the year 1837—Josef Ludwig, Kaspar Clemens Aloysius, and Barbara [37]. 


Parents Unknown 


Spouse name and marriage date Death information 


Josef Jakob Ludwig Niklaus 22 Mar 1766 Theresia Sidler, 1788 22 Mar 1837 
Anna Maria Verena 21 Sep 1767 
Joannes Udalricus 3 Aug 1769 
Kaspar Clemens ‘Aloysius’ 5 Dec 1775 Anna Schilliger, 1800 30 Oct 1837 
Maria Katharina Verena 24 Dec 1776 Hieronymus Zimmerman, 1798 22 Feb 1829 
Anna Maria Barbara 24 Sep 1778, Alberswil Melchior Schurch, 1800 6 Apr 1837 
Johanna Josefa 9 Apr 1781 
Felix Kuttel baptism, 1687! Kuttel-Holzgang marriage, 1765'” 
It's very difficult to confirm that this is indeed Felix [148] because his parents’ names are not 1 Et rs i Poe bat ee om she - a fithel 
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15 Weggis church records, 
106 Weggis church records, 
7 Weggis church records, 
8 Weggis church records, 
© Weggis church records, 


https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:309M-CSX4-Q8XK 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSX4-Q8HT 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSX4-Q86V 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSX4-QDTX 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSX4-QZKH 
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Balthasar Joseph Amlehn [38] 


Born 10 Dec 1788 in Sursee, Luzern (Old Swiss Confederacy) as the young- 
est son of 8 children. His older brother Jacob died at the age of 13, the year 
Napoleon invaded and created the short-lived Helvetic Republic. 


According to his burial record, he was a tailor. 


He died a widower in Sursee, Switzerland, in the hospital on 26 Feb 1864 at 
5:30 in the morning at the age of 75. His funeral took place on February 27 
at 4:30 in the afternoon. 


Maria Anna Troxler [39] 


Born Maria Anna Cecilia Clementia on 22 Nov 1787, baptized in Beromunster, Luzern (Old Swiss 
Confederacy). She died 1 May 1850 at the age of 63. 


Ignaz Paul Vital Troxler, born in 1780 in Beromunster, may have been a relative, as he had the 
same last name in a town of about 900 at the time. He was highly educated (one of his teachers 
was Hegel), even representing Switzerland in the Congress of Vienna in 1815. He eventually 
succeded in altering the Swiss Federal Constitution to include elements of the US Constitution. 


Parents Georg Josef Amlehn [76] and Clementia Galliker [77] 
Marriage date 26 Jan 1829 in Sursee, Switzerland 

Children 

Name 

Maria Anna Clementia 


Birth information 
27 Nov 1824, Beromunster 


Maria Anna Troxler baptism, 1787" 
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Balthasar Amlehn baptism, 1788" 
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Parents Michael Troxler [78] and Anna Maria Arnold [79] 


Spouse name and marriage date Death information 
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" Berominster church records, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLF-N9X4-Y?cc=4138674 


™ Sursee church records, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLF-NGLC 


Maria Anna Clementia baptism, 1824" 


Maria Anna Clementia is listed here as ‘illegitimate,’ and Balthasar is listed as her father. Balthasar and Maria Ana married about 4 years after their first child is born 
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Amlehn-Troxler marriage, 1829" 


January 26: “The unmarried Balthasar Amlehn, from here, and the maiden Maria Anna Troxler from Munster. Witnesses: Joseph and Clementia Gallicker, and Michael and Maria 
Anna Herzog. (Maria Anna Troxler: Arnold, see Totenbuch 1850, No. 40, page 184) 
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"2 Katholische Kirche Berominster, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLF-N96Y-9 
3 Sursee Catholic Church records, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLF-N5Q2 
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Postcard from the village of Munster 


(also known as Berominster) circa 1910 


™ Katholische Kirche Sursee https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLF-N5Q2 
" Katholische Kirche Sursee https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:6F8W-WRX2 
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Maria Ana Troxler burial, 1850" 


“Deceased 1 May 1850, 7:30 in the after- 
noon. Funeral 3 May 1850, 4:30 in the 

afternoon, in Sursee. Place of birth and 
residence, Sursee. Without occupation. 


Baptism 22 Nov 1787 in Munster (~63 
years old). 


Name of the deceased parents: Michael 
Troxler of Munster, ‘Luzern-messenger’, 
and Anna Maria Arnold. 


Balthasar Amlehn burial, 1864"° 


“Deceased 26 Feb 1864, 5:30 in the 
morning at the hospital in Sursee. Fu- 
neral 27 Feb at 4:30 in the afternoon. 
Name of the deceased: Balthasar Am- 
lehn (with doctor's certificate). Place of 
birth and residence: Sursee. Widower, 
tailor. Baptism: Sursee, 10 Dec 1788 (75 
years of age). Spouse: Marianna Troxler. 
Marriage 26 Jan 1829, Sursee. Name of 
the deceased parents: Josef Amlehn 
(Sursee) and Clemenzia Galliker (Gunz- 


Sursee area, 1864" 


Maria Ana Troxler and Balthasar Amlehn lived in Sursee. Balthasar’s family came mostly from Sursee and Gunzwyl. The Troxler family came mostly from Munster (also called 
Beromunster). 
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" Topographic map of Switzerland, Dufour map, 1864 https://s.geo.admin.ch/a0950ddaf8 
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Georg Josef Amlehn [76] ‘Anna Maria Clementia Galliker [77] 


Georg Josef was cited in Balthasar’s burial record as being from Clementia was from Gunzwil, Luzern (Old Swiss Confederacy). She married Georg Joseph and gave 
Sursee, Luzern (Old Swiss Confederacy). Sursee had about 950 resi- birth to five daughters, then three sons. Her son Balthasar’s burial record lists her as being from 
dents in 1798. Gunzwil. 
| 
Parents Unknown Parents Unknown 
Marriage date 26 Oct 1772 
Children 
Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 
Genevefa Josepha 1773 
Maria Antonius Dorothea 1775 Franz Placidus Wagemann 15 Jun 1836 
Anna Christina Catharina 1776 
Maria Anna Magdalena 1777 
Maria Josepha 1780 Joann Mejer, 2 Feb 1795 
Josef 1782 Zacilia Kach 1847 
Jacobus Leontius Georgius 17 Apr 1785 12 Apr 1798 
Balthasar Joseph 10 Dec 1789 Anna Maria Troxler 26 Feb 1864 


Amlehn-Gallicker marriage, 1772" 
After Anna Maria Clementia Gallicker, it appears to say ‘Beronel’ but this may be an indication for Beromunster. St Georg Catholic Church, Sursee 


Witnesses were Joseph Anton Amlehn from Sursee and Johannes Gallicker from Guntzwyl (now Gunzwil). This church was built in the 1600s."8 
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"7 Katholische Kirche Sursee (Luzern) https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSVZ-59LP-G 
"8 Roland Zumbuhl, Picswiss, Arlesheim 


Michael Troxler [78] 


Michael may have been born in 1762, and was from Munster/Beromtnster, 
Luzern (Old Swiss Confederacy). According to his oldest daughter Maria 
Anna’s burial record, Michael was an official Swiss ‘newsbringer’, a Luzern- 
messenger. This would have been before the Swiss post was set up at a 
national level in 1848. 


He may have died 28 Jul 1812 at the age of 50. If so, he survived the French 
invasion of the Old Swiss Confederation, Napoleon's rule over the central- 
ized but unpopular Helvetic Republic, and the beginnings of the decline to 
Napoleon's power in 1813. He would have died shortly before the Congress 
of Vienna restored Swiss independence (and added Geneva). 


Parents Unknown 
Marriage date 26 Oct 1772 


Children 

Name Birth information 
Maria Anna 22 Nov 1787 
Josef Stephan 12 Oct 1789 

Josef Leodigar Caspar 6 Jan 1793 


Troxler-Arnold marriage, 1787"” 
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? Beromunster church records, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSLF-NYSH 


0 Beromunster church records, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSVZ-T9PD-W 
"1 Beromunster church records, https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSVZ-T9PS-5? 


Anna Maria Arnold [79] 


Anna Maria may have been born in 1741 and died in 1797. It’s likely she’s from Beromunster, alt- 
hough her baptism record was not found and it’s uncertain that the burial record below is indeed 
Anna Maria [79] as it doesn't provide a maiden name or other clarifying details. 


She had at least two children who lived to marriage age, but her youngest son died at the age of 
2%. three young Troxler children (cousins?) passed away in Beromunster in the same month in 
1795. 


Parents Unknown 


Spouse name and marriage date Death information 
Balthasar Amlehn, 1829 1850 
Theresa Buholzer, 1831; Verena Mengis, 1833 

17 Sep 1795 


Anna Maria Arnold Troxler, potentially her burial record, 1797'7° 
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Theodore Heinrich Woltering [20] 


Theodore Heinrich (or Johann Theodore) was born around 1815 in Merzen, a city 
in a region which had just been established as the Kingdom of Hanover at the 
1814 Congress of Vienna. 


It's unclear when he died, as he did not immigrate to America with the family. 
His granddaughter wrote in a 1972 letter that he had died along with six children 
in Germany, and then the six living children emigrated with their mother. 


Several Woltering-Ratermann children from Sudmerzen can be found in the St 
Lambertus church records during the time period of 1859 (when his last daugh- 
ter was born) to 1872 (when his family left), so it’s strange that there is no rec- 
ord of this specific Woltering-Ratermann marriage nor Theodore’s burial in 
those church books. 


Maria Elizabeth Ratermann*® [21] 


Maria Elizabeth or Anna Maria Catharina was born sometime around 1819, potentially in April 
of 1819 (as indicated on her burial record) although there is no such record in Merzen that 
confirms this. In her childrens’ various records, her name is given as Maria Elizabeth as 
well as Anna Maria Catharina. 


She arrived in the US in 1872, (with her six children but without her husband) and died on 2 
Apr 1899 in St. Rose, IL. 


Both Maria Elizabeth and Theodore’s names appear in various formats throughout their chil- 
dren’s lives. For example, it’s unclear if Anna Maria was first married to a Dietrich Woltering 
and had her son Henry with Dietrich, because Henry lists his father as Dietrich on a mar- 
riage record. But then Henry lists Theodore as his father on his second marriage record. 


Henry, Herman, Christina, Bernard, Dina, and Katharina also appear to stay in close contact 
upon arrival in Illinois. This could confirm that they are indeed siblings, just without a strong 
attachment to being consistent about their parents’ real names. 


Parents Herman Heinrich Woltering [40] & Margarethe Marie Brinkmann [41] ? 
Marriage date 1840? 


Children 

Name Birth information 

Henry ] Jul 1840 Merzen 
Herman* 20 July 1847 Sudmerzen 
Christina 3 Sep 1849 

Bernard 28 Jul 1852, Sudmerzen 


8 Nov 1854, Sudmerzen 
25 Jul 1859, Sudmerzen 


Bernadine ‘Dina’ 
Katharina Maria 


Maria Elizabetha Ratermann, 18257 


Parents Unknown [42] and [43] 


Death information 

11 Nov 1912, St Rose IL 
24 Oct 1930, Highland IL 
21 Dec 1915, St Rose IL 
4 May 1931, St Rose, IL 
26 Nov 1943, St Rose, IL 
20 Dec 1920, St Rose, IL 


Spouse name and marriage date 

Katharina Vosholler, 18 Apr 1872; Francesca Boele 
Anna Niemeier*, 22 Feb 1881 

Theodore Tebbe, 11 Feb 1873 

Louisa M Klostermann, 20 Jan 1891 

Bernhard Vosholler, 13 Nov 1877 

Henry Dust, 12 Jul 1881 


It’s difficult to know for sure, but after reviewing the Merzen church records that include the names of all of her children, this is one of the very few potential baptism records ina 
reasonable time window for the matriarch of this family. If this record refers to her, her parents were listed as Johann Henrich Ratermann and Maria Elizabeth Ewers. 


However, this 15 Mar 1825 date doesn't sain to the 80 years old’ on her 1899 St Rose Cemetery gravestone. 
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22 St. Lambertus Catholic church records https://data.matricula-online.eu/de/deutschland/osnabrueck/merzen-st-lambertus/0041/?pg=34 
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3 St. Lambertus Catholic church records https://data.matricula-online.eu/de/deutschland/osnabrueck/merzen-st-lambertus/0043/?pg=28 
%4 https://data.matricula-online.eu/de/deutschland/osnabrueck/merzen-st-lambertus/0044/?pg=28 
5 https://data.matricula-online.eu/de/deutschland/osnabrueck/merzen-st-lambertus/0044/?pg=44 


Henry Woltering, 1840" 


| believe Henry Is likely to be the son of 
Theodore and Maria Elizabetha. We know his 
birthday is 1 Jul 1840 from his St Rose grave- 
stone, and the parents in this record are a 
Woltering-Ratermann pair, but are not 
clearly Maria Elizabetha and Theodore. 


Christina Woltering, 1849" 


Parent names here are clearly Theodor and 
Maria Elizabeth. Theodor is also mentioned 
as being from Thélenjohann, the same farm 
he is listed on in Herman Woltering’s [10] 
baptism record. 


(Johann) Bernard Woltering, 1852" 


Noted in the margin that in September 1872 
he emigrated, the same as Herman's baptism 
record. While the father listed is Johann 
Theodor, the mother appears to be Anna 
Maria. | believe this is still a brother of Her- 
man [10]. 
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Bernadina Woltering, 1854 


Parents listed are Theodore Heinrich Woltering and Anna Maria Ratermann. Marked as departing for the US in 1872. 
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Katharina Woltering, 1859" 


Parents are Johann Theodor and Anna Maria Ratermann. Marked as departing for the US in 1872. 
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Maria Elizabetha Woltering, 1863-1872 


This burial record of a 9-year-old girl lists her parents as the tenant farmer Johann Theodor Woltering (potentially [20]?) and a Ratermann, however the mother’s name is not Maria 
Elizabeth but Maria Adelheid. This is potentially a separate Woltering-Ratermann couple, or could also be one of the six children who ‘stayed’ in Germany as reported by Woltering 
descendants. There are additional Woltering-Ratermann children in the burial records that could be part of that group. The Maria Elizabetha in this record would have died only a 
few months before the family left for the US. 


Bernhard ‘Ben’ Woltering marriage, 20 Jan 1891'’ (left) 


- Christina (Woltering) Tebbe gravestone, St Rose Cemetery (right) 


When Henry Woltering’s first wife Katharina Vosholler died at the age of 25, his youngest sister 
Katharina moved in to help take care of the house and two young girls (she had also given birth to 
two boys, but they died in infancy). His sister (Bernadina) Dina lived next door with her husband, a 
Vosholler, and younger brother Bernard. Christina (Tebbe), the other sister, is on the next page of 
the census, so she must live nearby, too (see 1880 US Census). 


When the Wolterings traveled to the US in 1872, a man named Theodore Tebbe also traveled to the 

_ US from their parish in Merzen. In 1873, Christina and Theodore married in Illinois. Theodore’s older 
, brother Henry had traveled to Highland in 1868—perhaps it’s this connection that brought the 

{ Woltering family in that direction. 


26 St. Lambertus Catholic Church records https://data.matricula-online.eu/de/deutschland/osnabrueck/merzen-st-lambertus/0046/?pg=5 
”7 Photo provided by Bev Fronterhouse 


Henry Woltering marriage record, 1872; Christina marriage record, 1873' 
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There is some question 
about the Wolterings and 
whether Henry had a 
different Woltering as a 
father (Is it possible that 
Anna Maria previously 
married a brother?) or if the 
Woltering children were just 
not very precise or 
consistent when providing 
their parents’ names. 


On these marriage records 
in 1872 for Henry and on the 
right page Christina, Henry's 
parents are listed as 
Dieterich Woltering and Anna 
Maria Ratermann. Christina's 
parents are listed as 
Theodore Woltering and 
Anna Maria Ratermann. 


Herman (their brother) is 
listed as witness for both. 


Henry Woltering second marriage record, 1883 
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8 St Rose Catholic Church marriage records 


When Henry married again in 1883, he listed Theodore as his father, and Hermann 
is again a witness. Was ‘Dietrich’ just a mistake? 
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Anna Maria Ratermann Woltering death record’”’ and gravestone”, 1899 
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at |to Louise Klostermann and they lived 
nafarm at St. Ros Nine children 
ere rn to them, two of the girls 
having passed, one in infancy, and an 
er one, Mr Hy oettker Those 
E irviving are Mrs Barney Dumstorff 
{ Lebanon, Mrs. Gerh. Poettker of 
t Sreese and Mrs. Guss Henrichs and 


re | Momildia Woltering of St. Rose and 
adj the three sons, Ben of South of this 
c-|city, Henry of St. Louis and Wm, of 
he|home. He also leaves his wife and 
nj|one sister, Mrs. Ben Vosholler of near 
Highland. His father died in Ger- 
s- | many, and a brother Herman, preced- 
aljed him in death there months ago. 
re The funeral will be held Saturday 
r- fat St. Rose. 
r Mr. Woltering belonged to the St. 
c- | Rose Church, and throughout his long 
te} life he attended regularly and re- 
ll | mained faithful to the end. He will 
ll |always be remembered as one of our 
it | highly respected pioneer farmers. 
Hl The Journal extends sympathy to 
the bereaved families in their losses. 


tis 
olTL NCAT. MERCHANTS 


”° Burial record from St. Rose Parish in Belleville Diocese indicating date of death and burial 
139 St Rose Cemetery, Clinton County IL 
31 Breese Journal, 7 May 1931 


Joseph Niemeyer [22] Katharina Sommer [23] 


Joseph Niemeyer (sometimes Niemeier) was born on 2 Sep 1812, in Varrelbusch, Katharina Sommer was born on 18 Feb 1821, in Warnstedt, Lower Saxony. She married Jo- 


now part of Niedersachsen, Germany. Varrelbusch is about 6km north of Clop- seph Niemeier on 6 May 1848, in Cloppenburg and gave birth to at least 3 children, poten- 
penburg, which belonged to the Prince-Bishopric of Munster until 1803, when it tially 5. The family attended the Catholic church in Krapendorf, which was a large parish 
was annexed by Oldenburg. that included Varrelbusch, Warnstedt, Resthausen, and several other communities. 


Joseph was a farmer and he died on 26 Mar 1869, in Resthausen, at the age of 56. | She died on 30 Aug 1862, in Resthausen at the age of 42. 


Parents Maria Helena Lanherman [45] and Theodor Niemeier [44] Parents Maria Elizabeth Hoppe [47] and Jan Fridrich Sommer [46] 
Marriage date 6 May 1848, in Krapendorf 
Children 
Name Birth information Spouse name and marriage date Death information 
Frederick J 12 Jan 1849 Mary Steuver 9 Feb 1932 in Aviston, IL 
Joseph 27 Feb 1859 Elizabeth Albers 20 Feb 1944 
Anna Maria* 26 Jul 1862 Herman Woltering* 26 Mar 1937 
Joseph Niemeier baptism, 1812"? Katharina Sommer baptism, 1821"? 


182 Excluding Katharina’s baptism, documents for this family are from St Andreas in Krapendorf, provided by Elaine Greene and accessible at https://data.matricula-online.eu/de/deutschland/vechta/cloppenburg-st-andreas/ 
183 Saint Bartholomaus Catholic church baptisms, Essen Parish, provided by Elaine Greene and accessible at https://data.matricula-online.eu/de/deutschland/vechta/essen-st-bartholomaeus/KB08/?pg=54 


127 


Extract of a map of the southern part of the Duchy of Oldenburg, 1805; Photo of the St Andreas Catholic Church in Krapendorf'* 


On the northernmost edge of this extract is Varelbusch, where Joseph Niemeier [22] was born. On the southernmost edge, Warnstedt, where Katharina Sommer [23] was born. The 
two villages are approximately 13 kilometers away from each other. 


In between the two villages is Cloppenburg, and outside of that city is Krapendorf, where the St Andreas church was built in 1728 and the tower was completed in 1789. The Nie- 
meier-Sommer wedding took place there, as did the baptisms of the couple’s children. The family however appears to have resided in Reshausen, the small village shown here 
between Varelbusch and Molbergen. 
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134 (1805) Karte vom siidlichen Theil des Herzogthums Oldenburg eines Theils der Grafschaften Hoya und Diepholz und des Gebietes der Stadt Bremen. https://sammlungen.ulb.uni-muenster.de/hd/content/titleinfo/1617171. 
Photo of St Andreas from Wikimedia user Krzysztof Golik. 


Niemeyer-Sommer marriage, 1848"° 
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Joseph and Katharina Niemeier’s oldest son Fred 


Frederick, born in 1849, went to the US in 1871 and was later joined by his younger siblings. (Photo of the 
Frederick and Mary Niemeyer family, at right.'%°) 


When Frederick married, his brother was a witness, and when his sister had son Theodore, Frederick 
was listed as the godfather. 


Fred’s brother Joseph is tricky to document, as there may have been two Joseph Niemeiers living in the 
same area in Illinois. What surely connects one to the family is the marriage record’ for Frederick and 
Marie, where Joseph is the witness. | also note again a Ratermann (Elizabeth) is the other witness here. 


When Anna Niemeyer came to the US, she was working in a Ratermann home as a Servant until she got 
married so it seems the families are close. It’s possible they are also linked to Anna Maria Ratermann 
Woltering, whose son, Herman ended up marrying Anna Niemeyer. 


185 St Andreas in Krapendorf, https://data.matricula-online.eu/en/deutschland/vechta/cloppenburg-st-andreas/KB09/?pg=21 
86 Photo provided by Teresa Hoddy 
87 St Francis Church records, Aviston Illinois 
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Katharina (Sommer) Niemeyer burial, 1862'* Joseph Niemeyer burial, 1869"? 

Katharina died at 42, one month after her fifth child (our ancestor, Anna Maria Cath- While this appears to be Joseph's burial record, (he is marked as a 56-year-old wid- 

erine) was born. This record says she died following childbirth. This may be part of ower, which fits his 1812 birthdate) this doesn't fit well to the records in Oldenburg emi- 

the rationale behind her young children leaving to the US. grant data that clearly say his minor children had permission to emigrate to America 
years after his passing, in 1875. It’s uncertain who would have given the guardian’s per- 
mission if both he and his wife had died. 


88 St Andreas in Krapendorf, https://data.matricula-online.eu/en/deutschland/vechta/cloppenburg-st-andreas/KB10/?pg=135 
189 St Andreas in Krapendorf, https://data.matricula-online.eu/en/deutschland/vechta/cloppenburg-st-andreas/KB10/?pg=182 


Youngest son Joseph Niemeier’s birth° and death records, 1859 and 1944 
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“AGED MAN DIES AT 
AVISTON TUESDAY 


Fred Niemeyer, one of the oldest 
jresidents in this yicinity, died at his 
‘home in Aviston Tuesday morning at 
ithe wwe of 83 years and 27 days. His 
jdeath followed an illness of several 
years’ duration, due to infirmities ot 
old use. 

Mr, Niemeyer was born in Olden- 
bury, Germany, January 12, 1849, and 
leame to this country when 21 years 
lof ace. Sinee that time he has been 
‘living near Aviston, 

Me. wiemeyer was married in 1881 
ito Mary Stuever. They were occupied 
fas furmers until) 12 years ago when 
‘they retired and moved to Aviston. 
| Deceased leaves his wife, two sons 
\Joe Niemeyer of Denver, Colorado and 
Frey Auitdeser: Jr. of Aviston, two 
ldauyhters Mrs. Henry Wilken of New 
Badin and Mrs, Roy Williams of St. 
L uss, one sister, Mrs. Woltering, and 
‘a brother, Joe Niemeyer, both of St. 
'Louls and many other relatives and 
net ids. 

he funeral will be held at Aviston 
Sat vday morning, in the St. Fran- 
cis «hureh, beginning at 9 o'clock, 
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40 St Andreas in Krapendorf. https://data.matricula-online.eu/en/deutschland/vechta/cloppenburg-st-andreas/KB08/?pg=140 
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Herman Heinrich Woltering [40] Margarethe Marie Brinkmann [41] 


Born in 1760 in Merzen, Bishopric of Osnabrick. Died in 1828 in Sudmerzen, which Born: 20 Mar 1793 in Merzen, Bishopric of Osnabruck. Died 30 Nov 1872 in Sudmerzen, 
had become part of the Kingdom of Hanover in 1814. which had become part of Prussia in 1866. 


The Wolterings came from Merzen, as the children of Theodore and Anna Maria (Ra- | Margarethe’s father, Johann Hinrich Brinckmann was born 31 Oct 1751 in Windheim and 
termann) Woltering stated in documents once they'd arrived in the US. However, the | died 31 Oct 1820 in Sudmerzen. 

link connecting Theodore to Herman Heinrich and Margarethe Brinkmann was pro- 
vided by various online genealogists and records to confirm (including Theodore’s 
baptism or marriage, which would link him to H.H. and M.M.) have not been found in 
St Lambertus church records. 


Her mother, Anna Welling, was born 17 Jan 1748 in Ostbevern and died 17 Sep 1796 in 
Detmold. 


Parents Johann Heinrich Woltering (born around 1750 in Merzen to Johan Herman Parents Johann Hinrich Brinckmann [82] and Anna Welling [83] 
Woltering) [80] & Anna Linneman [81] 
Marriage date 6 Apr 1813 in Merzen 


Children 

Name Birth information Spouse name Death information 

Anna Maria 14 Sep 1812 Merzen Bernard Ratermann? 2 Aug 1865 in Sudmerzen 

Theodore 1815 Anna Maria Ratermann 1875? 

Herman Heinrich"! 1818 Maria Katherina Brockschmidt 13 July 1894 in Bow Valley, Nebraska 
Maria Adelheid Oct 1822 10 Apr 1854 


Although the family link to Herman Heinrich and Margarethe Marie is not certain, it is possible. 


An Anna Maria Woltering married a Bernard Ratermann in Merzen and had a daughter Maria Christina born 13 Dec 1850 who immigrated to Illinois. A Maria Christina (Ratermann) 
Schroer died 10 Jan 1883 in St Rose Illinois, the same church as the other Wolterings in this chapter. This Maria Christina is likely to be the daughter of Theodore’s [20] older sister 
Anna Maria. She had a child in Nov 1878 and Anna Maria Woltering [21} was a sponsor. Although Anna Maria would have been around 60 years old by then, she would have been 
Maria Christina’s aunt (by marriage) if this theory is correct. 


Anna Maria Woltering married Bernard Ratermann, 1840"? 


141 A Herman Heinrich born in 1818 and emigrated to the US is also mentioned in the St Lambertus church records, but the parents are a Hermann Woltering and Elizabeth Hesselbrock. That could be a different Heinrich, 
Theodore could be the child of that couple, or this Heinrich could also not be the brother of Theodore. Due to the inconsistency of name use and what is clearly a close family, it's uncertain. https://data.matricula- 
online.eu/de/deutschland/osnabrueck/merzen-st-lambertus/0040/?pg=49 

42 St Lambertus Church records https://data.matricula-online.eu/de/deutschland/osnabrueck/merzen-st-lambertus/0021/?pg=34 


Anna Maria and Bernard child, 1853 
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Historical context: Congress of Vienna and 39 German states unite in 1815 


We don't know much about Theodore Woltering’s birth and we're not certain Herman and Margarethe 
were his parents, but when he was born, baby Theodore certainly became a tiny subject in the King- 
dom of Hanover during a time of major political change, after the long years of the Napoleonic Wars. 


After French Emperor Napoleon’s downfall at Waterloo, the European powers gathered their repre- 
sentatives in Vienna to reorganize European politics in a conservative and sufficiently ‘balanced’ way 
to at least partly restore the pre-revolutionary conditions. 


Austria, Prussia, Russia, and Great Britain were the four powers instrumental in Napoleon's over- 
throw and hashed out most of the main territorial problems amongst themselves. What developed the 
room where it happened was an elaborate horse trade: states traded territories and compensated 
each other to form an agreement on borders for all territories north of the Alps. As part of the agree- 
ment, they wanted to rebuild something like the Holy Roman Empire to balance power and buffer 
against France, so a German confederation was formed out of 39 duchies, kingdoms, and cities. Baden, 
home of the Ostringers in this Geigerbuch, was part of the confederation, as was Merzen in the King- 
dom of Hanover, home to the Wolterings. The German revolutions of 1848, which caused many to 
immigrate to the US, tried to change this confederation into a unified state, but ‘Germany’ as such 
didn’t exist until the German Empire in 1871. This is why our ancestors often listed their country of 
birth as ‘Hesse’ or ‘Hanover’ on US Census records—'Germany’ hadn't happened yet. 


Switzerland was given anew constitution, as Napoleon had tried to reorganize the country after in- 
vading in 1798. The Congress of Vienna also put French-speaking Vaud in Switzerland, which bordered 
Geneva, the future home of the author of this book. Geneva had just recently managed to rid itself of 
French troops and quickly joined the newly neighboring Swiss Confederation. 


Switzerland was able to manage that success in Vienna in part due to the advocacy of Frédéric-César 
de La Harpe of Vaud. De La Harpe was tutor then friend to (much more powerful) Czar Alexander | of 
Russia after Alexander's grandmother, Catherine the Great, chose the non-French Francophone to 
teach her grandson. 


EUROPE AFTER THE CONGRESS OF VIENNA (1815) 
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@ Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc. 


Europe after the Congress of Vienna, from the Encyclopedia Britannica 


Sources: "Congress of Vienna." Encyclopedia Britannica, June 2, 2021. https://www.britannica.com/event/Congress-of-Vienna.; ‘On the way to becoming a federal state (1815-1848)' Swiss Department of Foreign Affairs, 


https://www.dfae.admin.ch/content/dam/PRS-Web/en/dokumente/auf-dem-weg-zum-bundesstaat-1815-1848_EN.pdf 
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Ostringen Children: Estella Frisse and Wilbur Federer 


Wilbur Felix Federer [6] 


When Wilbur was born on 2 Oct 1909, 
in Grantfork, Illinois, his father, Wil- 
liam, was 28 and his mother, Lena, 
was 28. 


He had one daughter, Delores, in 
1932. 


Wilbur, or ‘Wib’ as he was known to 
all his friends, was Madison County 
Fair Association president from 1958 
to 1973. He was a member of the Hel- 
vetia Sharpshooters, Madison County 
Farm Bureau, active with farm asso- 
ciations (Pork Producers, Illinois Du- 
roc Registry) and co-founded a small 
housing development in Alhambra 
with Robert Dauderman and Sherrill 
Hampton. 


Wilbur was a livestock and grain 
farmer all his life, assisted by his 
wife, daughter, and later, his son-in- 
law Othmar Geiger. Known as WILO 
Acres the farm included Holstein 
dairy cattle (with approximately 50 
milking cows) and was also a well- 
known source of purebred Duroc 
hogs. When he quit the dairy opera- 
tion, he raised dairy heifers, some of 
which were eventually sold abroad 
(around 30 heifers) for their genet- 
ics. He continued to grow quality hay 
that was sought for racehorses lo- 
cated around the Collinsville, IL area. 


WILO Acres donated a pig to the Kirchenfest for 30 years (St Paul church festival). It was do- 
nated as a raffle and the winner could have the pig processed locally. Even after Wilbur 
passed away, Othmar and his son Steven continued the tradition until the late 90s. 


Wilbur was active on the Southwestern Electric Cooperative board which brought electricity 
to their rural area through a loan from the Rural Electrification Administration. He also 
served on the Alhambra Grain and Feed Board during a scandal in 1961 where the manager 
was convicted of keeping inaccurate records and making false statements, leading to a short- 
fall of $149,211, which was owed to creditors (including many of its 1,200 members).' 


In 1940, on his draft registration card for WWII, he gave the following description: Weight: 156. 
Complexion: Ruddy. Eye Color: Gray. Hair Color: Black. Height: 5 8. 


He died on 11 Jan 1984, in Highland, Illinois, at the age of 74, and was buried there. 


Estella Marcella Frisse [7] 


When Estella M. Frisse 
(pictured with daugh- 
ter, Delores, at left) 
was born on 20 Mar 
1910, in Pierron, Illinois, 
her father, Herman, 
was 47, and her 
mother, Emma, was 
40. 


She married Wilbur 
Federer on 17 Feb 1931, 
in Grantfork, Illinois. 
They had one child 
during their marriage. 


Estella and Wilbur 
were parishioners at 
St Paul church in 
Highland; they were 
married for 52 years 
until his death. 


She shared a birthday 
with her dad, Herman 
Frisse. She also 
shared that birthday 
with the author of this 
book, who remembers 
always receiving a 
birthday card from her 
great-grandma. 


Estella helped with the 
daily milking chores 
and made breakfast, lunch, dinner, and supper every day, often for lots of hired 
help around the table (workmen, balers). She raised chickens and had a big gar- 
den. She sold eggs weekly to Kriege Hatchery in Edwardsville. 


Estella died on 3 Mar 1999, in Highland, Illinois, at the age of 88. 
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Wilbur and sister Norma Federer, baby Wilbur; Estella’s public-school class 
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Wilbur Federer, US Census 1910 
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St Joseph's Hospital, 1908 a 8) ‘ 


This shows the hospital as it appeared in 1908™. It was built in 1879, with additions in 1883 and 1890, with an Wire! 
addition in 1926. : 
Wilbur's mother Lena died at this hospital in 1941 after being a patient there. 


™4 Photo shared by the ‘Highland Illinois Histories and Mysteries’ Facebook group in 2013. 
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Historical context: German-Americans fighting in WWI 


Knowing that Ted likely still spoke German with his German-speaking family in Illinois, it’s hard to imagine what his experience was like, going ‘back’ to Europe to fight Germans. 
A hint about the situation comes from a book called ‘Being German, Being American... 


“In cities and small towns across the American countryside, neighbors debated the pros and cons of the United States entering a European war. War talk was fervent at town 
watering holes and local gatherings. Citizens fearing what they did not understand began to look askance at neighbors or passers-by who spoke with an accent. ... 


The United States declared war on Germany on April 6, 1917, and seized German ships berthed in American ports. The year 1918 saw the codification of the Alien Enemy Act of 1798. 
The government was now able to apprehend and intern aliens of enemy ancestry, upon declaration of war or threat of invasion, and the President had blanket authority to prosecute. 


German-language newspapers were subsequently shut down or lost so many advertisers that they were forced out of business. Schools of higher education that consistently 
taught German as the de rigeur foreign language were compelled to remove those courses from the curriculum. Churches that had been founded as German speaking or bilingual 
were “encouraged,” by the Methodist Synod for one, to discontinue their German services. In a resolution at the 1915 General Meeting of the German Branch of the Methodist Church 
in St. Louis, delegates responded to the term “hyphenated Americans” by saying that “Whoever has sworn to the Stars and Stripes is an American.” 


Ultimately, the controversy and rancor led to the dissolution of German society in the United States. German American immigrants, much like other ethnic groups who came to the 
United States, had settled in enclaves where they could enjoy their own language and culture. They joined others at the popular gymnasium clubs, called Turnverein, and in 
Gersangs, chorus groups. 


After 1914, that all changed, as volunteer watchdog societies reported on such German American gatherings and activities to federal authorities. German Americans became the 
“face of the enemy” as their businesses were boycotted and many people of German heritage were physically and verbally attacked. Any phrases that sounded German were 
changed. 


As a result of this wholesale persecution, German American men, no matter how long they had lived in the country, rushed to prove their loyalty to the United States by enlisting 
in the military. 


Even though most Germans who emigrated were required to sign a document renouncing their German citizenship, many people doubted that the document represented the hearts 
and minds of Germans who came to the United States. President Wilson, in a 1917 Flag Day speech, fueled the fire of prejudice with the words: “The military masters of Germany .. 
have filled our unsuspecting communities with vicious spies and conspirators.” German Americans who were considered enemy aliens were detained in government-operated and 
-funded internment facilities across the United States. The popular hamburger became a “liberty burger,” dachshunds became “liberty hounds,” and sauerkraut was called “Liberty 
cabbage.” City and street names were changed from German-sounding designations to more Americanized ones. For example, East Germantown, Indiana, was renamed Pershing, 
Indiana. Ironically, Gen. John J. Pershing, supreme commander of the American Expeditionary Forces in France, came from a family that had changed its name from the German 
Pfoerschin. 


Although the American ambassador to Germany, James W. Gerard, said, “the great majority of American citizens of German descent have shown themselves splendidly loyal to 
our flag,” he also declared, “if there are any German-Americans here who are so ungrateful for all the benefits they have received that they are still for the Kaiser, there is only 
one thing to do with them. And that is to hog-tie them, give them back the wooden shoes and the rags they landed in, and ship them back to the Fatherland.” 


A one-sheet guide issued by the National Americanization Committee entitled “The Etiquette of the Stars and Stripes” specifically stated: “These and similar lines [of the Pledge of 
Allegiance] should be learned by every American child, and those of FOREIGN-BORN PARENTS, TOO.” 


The similarly private group, the American Defense Society, encouraged the burning of German books. It took a strong-willed person to persist in pride of German descent when 
faced with these odds stacked against him. 


A farmer living in Wisconsin in 1917 said: “many German Americans began to conceal their ethnic identity .. stopped speaking German [and] quit German American organizations.” 


In Collinsville, Illinois, in April 1918, a German-born unemployed coalminer, Robert Paul Prager, made a speech containing pro-German comments and references to socialism. 
Town citizens, over the mayor's protestations, were so incensed that a mob of 300 men and boys lynched Prager. The incident became notorious in the nation’s newspapers, which 
for the most part defended the lynching. None of the 300 participants was ever found guilty. 


[Author's note: Collinsville is about 20 miles from Highland, where the Frisse family lived. Ted was shipping out by June 1918, so he surely would have been aware of the story of 
Robert Prager or at least the mood in which the event occured ] 


Germans had come to the United States in droves in the mid- to late 1800s to escape religious conflicts, military conscription, and the lingering poor agricultural conditions that 
beset northern Germany. German immigrants brought to their new country expertise in farming, education, science, and the arts. They enriched their adopted homeland immensely 
as they assimilated, serving in government and military institutions. German-origin trade names such as Bausch and Lomb, Steinway, Pabst, and Heinz were commonly used every 
day in America. 


Relatively few Germans returned to their European homeland because their home now was America. Nevertheless, as a vision of war encroached on the American psyche, German 
Americans were suspected of foreign allegiances and worse, espionage. 


This atmosphere of distrust pressured young men of German descent to enlist and fight in the war against the country of their ethnic origin. Other Germans who were not yet U.S. 
citizens joined the military as a means to citizenship.” 


Source: Text excerpted from Being German, Being American: In World War |, They Faced Suspicion, Discrimination Here at Home by Mary J Manning, 2014 


Wilbur Federer, US Census 1920 


Wilbur lived near his uncle, George Federer, in Saline Township. 
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in St Louis, 10 Nov 1918 


When Wilbur was about 11, a global influenza outbreak (known as the Spanish Flu) hit his area. His grandmother Rosa still 
spoke very little English, and would likely have been reading German-language papers—this clipping from the Mississippi 
Blatter, a German-language newspaper in St Louis, described the quarantine that was put into place to address the outbreak: 
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“St Louis is in the target of the flu quarantine. Stronger orders from the local health department, which almost completely : 
pra dre MAD dew Gefundhcitsamtes, | 37 


pk pone: heuer evapo disrupted the city's business and commercial life, came into force yesterday. All shops and stores, with only a few exceptions, 
Stant (abumen, traten grftrrm in Seat. are closed and citizens wander aimlessly in the streets to while away the time. The Chamber of Commerce supports the health 
" ' authorities, but also seeks some modifications of the rules.” 
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gitict: Arget wanders giellos tn Sen Straben 
yeaa el te Until Covid-19 in 2020 (the quarantines of Covid allowed for time from which much of this book could be written), the 1918 mg 


~ amt @eitte ee ere Heeteewtetettee | influenza pandemic was the most severe pandemic in recent history. According to the US Center of Disease Control, ‘it was 
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Crrbeteas Ors tettangre wergresmmre caused by an HIN1 virus with genes of avian origin. Although there is not universal consensus regarding where the virus 
originated, it spread worldwide during 1918-1919. In the United States, it was first identified in military personnel in spring 1918. 
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It is estimated that about 500 million people or 1/3 of the world’s population became infected with this virus. The number of deaths was estimated to be at least 50 
million worldwide with about 675,000 occurring in the US. With no vaccine to protect against influenza infection and no antibiotics to treat secondary bacterial infections, 
control efforts were limited to interventions such as Isolation, quarantine, good personal hygiene, use of disinfectants, and limitations of public gatherings, which were 
applied unevenly.’ 
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In Madison County, the flu was most deadly from Oct-Dec 1918, when the virus killed an estimated 500 people. During those 3 months in Highland, which only had about 
2,600 people at that time, 19 residents had death certificates with ‘influenza’ as the cause. One year after the highest peak in flu cases, William passed away at 64. 


Sources: Mississippi Blatter, 10 Nov 1918; History of 1918 Flu Pandemic, https://www.cdc.gov/flu/pandemic-resources/1918-commemoration/1918-pandemic-history.htm; Madison County Historical Society News, 
Jan 2015, https://madcohistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/2015-Vol3-No1-Jan-Influenza-Epidemic-of-1918.pdf 
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Wilbur Federer, US Census 1930; Estella and Wilbur at the Illinois State Fair'® 


Saline Township. 
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“5 Photo from Delores Geiger’s personal collection: ‘Estella and Wilbur at the Illinois State Fair’ 
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Estella Frisse, US Census 1930; Wilbur and Estella attended Dorothy Knabel’s 16" birthday, 1930" 
Leef Township. 
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Estella Frisse and Wilbur Federer, 1930 and 1931"” 


Miss Ruth Wallace visited in St. 
Louls last Monday, 


Grantfork 
Mr, and Mis, Leonaid Gall, 
,|Haghiand, Wilbur Federer and 
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Lambert Field near St, Louls. 
Mis. A, L. Hitz of Ankeny, Iowa, 
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“7 Photos: Newspaper clipping Wilbur and Estella go on a date to St Louis, June 1930; marriage i i i i 
: : ge in 1931 St Gertrude Church records, Grantfork; Estell d Wilb i 's si 
Gi eee stella an ilbur went with Leonard Gall and his wife Teresa (Estella’s sister). 


The Federers move, 1938" Estella, Wilbur, and Delores Federer, US Census 1940 * PAREWELL PARTY 


On the census records under Leef Township. Madison County plat books show them as owning property in Leef Township, Section 30, but i tevewell party was given Fadas 
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Estella gave birth to a tiny 6-pound baby Delores, 1932 


Hog sale at the Federers, 1948’ 


Tro Hog Sales Within 
Next Week On Federer 


id, Ahrens Farms 


Two big boar and gilt sales will 
held within the next week, the 
on the Wilbur Federer farm 


din Staunton on the Edwin 


Wilbur Federer, whose farm is 
ted one mile east and two 
south of Alhambra, has ex- 
led @ cordial invitation to all 
ho are interested in purebred 
stock to attend his sale 
starts at 1°30 p. m. Satur- 


‘At. Federer's breeding stock 
M been a consistent winner at 
throughout the state, and 
tale offers an excellent op- 
fy for those interested in 


Ahrens and Sons will hold 


‘Potted Poland China's. Their 
Is located three miles south 

Staunton on Route 4, then one 
West. The Ahrens also in- 

all breeders to attend their 

‘ae that their offerings 

has form in type, color and 
& Quality. 


fall boar and open gilt sale : 


Alhambra on Saturday, the, 


. Ahrens farm next Wednesday , 


fF 


'y. The sale will be held under! 
therefore will--go-on-rain or}. 


ame ee 


Purchase of boars and gilts.! 
Next Wednesday evening, start- |< 
Sat 7:30 p. m., April 7, Edwin é 


é 


“49 Highland News Leader, 30 Mar 1948 
8° Highland News Leader, 23 May 1950 


1 Alton Evening Telegraph, 1 Sep 1950 


A winning pig, 1945 


Wilbur buys a top gilt, 1950'° 


to hear from you some alumni}, no iorvitle, recently, according! 


Beye _|to word received from B. R. Ev- 
If you write to me please write: ane, Bectetaty of the United 


Kawauchi-Mura Nukul tecord Association, Peoria, 
Asa-Gun, Hlroshima-Ken, Japan | Duro’ Teco 


—Greenville Advocate. Mr Evans added that the gilt, 


. Mr. Federer purchased was sired 
Wilbur Federer Buys by Royal Type Again, an out- 


Top Duroc Gilt |standine Duroc boar. ' 
Wilbur Federer, of aihambre.! They News Leader at the office 


purchased one of the top Duroc|is 5c per copy. None sold before 
gilts in the Wareham Dairy sale| 1 p. m. Tuesday. 


Wilbur, Estella, and Delores’ new house, 1938 


Federer farm tour, 1950'°! 


EDWARDSVILLE—A dairy and 
tut® tour for Madison County 
will be ennducted Thure 
ay, Sept. 14. Five farms in the 
onatern of the county will be 
visited. tour is a part of the 
program to increase the acreage 
of ——_ legumes and grasses 
on Ison County farms. 

The tour will start at the farm 
of William T. Miener and Son, one 
mile north of Grantfork, at 10 
a. m. Special attention will be 
given to flelds of Ladino clover 
and the new Ranger variety of 
alfaifa, also to grass waterway 
construction. A visit will be made! 
to the nearby farm of Glenn | 
Meffert to Inspect a concrete 
fiume to contro! soil erosion and 
to sew a timothy and Indino clover 
pasture. 

The second stop 's scheduled for 
il a, m. at the farm of Wilbur 
Federer, three miles west of the 
Miener farm In Leal township, At 
this farm the visitors will see 
an area recently planted to a 
variety of trees and an unusual 
type of siructure to prevent 
erosion, Hog and dairy cattle man- 
agement will also be viewer. 
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Estella’s flock and egglaying records 


Wilbur’s business in the paper, around 1945 


Hog Breeder Says... 


‘Co-op Power Is 
Essential In 
My Business’ 


Wes your neighbors are your best cus- 
tomers, you have to be sure that your mer- 
chandise is of the highest quality. ‘That is one 
reason for Wilbur Federer's success in the 
hog seed stock business. 

“I wouldn't want to be selling seed stock un- 
less I could face my neighbors,” says Federer 
with the honest ring of sincerity that comes from 
a facmer who has struggled hard to make an 
honest living. And his neighbors have been 
buying pigs from-him for nearly 14 years, which 
speaks more eloquently than any words for his 
reputation, 

Another reason for his success is the rural 
electricity which he gets from Southwestern Elec- 
tric Cooperative of Greenville. “I wouldn't be 
in the livestock business if it weren't for elec- 
tricity,” the modest, energetic farmer says. 

‘ Started in 1931 

Federer, who farms 242 acres near Alhambra, 
is strictly a “self-made” farmer, He picked the 
toughest year of all to get started—1931, He 
rented 160 acres about four miles south of his 
present ¢, Despite the great depression 
which gi¥pped the’ cobatry at that Hams Wades 
managed to build up an excellent. purebred Hol- 
stein dairy herd starting with a few cows he 
purchased from the Christ Hitz herd of High- 
land and a registered bull. 

By 1938, he had a profitable milk business 
established with 20 purebred Holstein cows and 
10 heifers. 

Federer decided to expand. That is when he 
got into the hog business. Like his dairying op- 
erations, he started with hogs in a small way. 
He bought a few sows and made certain that 
he got good boars, 

The litter records he has kept since he began 
producing foundation stock, dramatically ~illus- 
trate the steady and successful growth of the 
hog venture. Pigs of the early litters are re- 
corded as selling for as low as $7.50, Each year 


he got better prices until in recent years, the 
record books show notations of $75 and $100 
for Saby pigs, 


His boars have collected a host of prizes in 
county and state fairs, He has had several Grand 
Champions in county fairs. His entry won the 
DuQuoin showing in 1945 and took third in the 
Illinois State Fair last summer. In 1948 and 
1951 he had the first place gilt of the Illinois 
State Duroc Show, 

Three years ago, Federer was in a position to 
purchase the farm which until then he had 
Hone He has made omy ive improvements, 

le rewired completely, built a two-story, 
central house and wired it with 220- 
volt service. It is a tile block building, 24 by 


2 Photo and clipping from the collection of Delores (Federer) Geiger 
3 Highland News Leader, 16 Jan 1952 


With drain tile under the cement floor, Federer 


finds that the heat lamps plus the 
t heat for the Soviets 


i 


hours last month. 
Seventy to 80 acres of his 242 are always in 
The rest are soybeans and corn. 


Recently, Federer was elected a director of 
the Southwestern Electric co-op board of direc- 
tors. He is also a director of Alhambra Mutual 
Telephone Company and a director of the Al- 
hambra Grain and Feed Company. He formerly 
was a director of the Illinois State Duroc Asso- 
ciation, 

Though Federer modestly refuses to seek 
positions of leadership, his friends seek him out 
because they know that his conscientiousness 
and his love of hard work are qualifications that 
are most needed in the non-paying directorships 
of farmer-organizations. Whatever job Federer 
accepts, he tackles it with tremendous seriousness 
of purpose and unwavering determination to give 
it every ounce of energy and ability that he can. 


'Be Heard Jan. 14 On 


;jtraveled farm radio man,” will in- 


Wilbur on national radio, 1952" 


Wilbur Federer To 


National Radio Show 


Wilbur Federer of Alhambra]; 
will soon be a guest on the "Lel’s I! 
Go Visiting’ farm interview pro- 
Gram carried by transcription 
over 27 radio stations. : 


rT The Federer interview can be 


sheard In (his area from station |i 
/WDZ, Decatur, Thursday, Janu- |! 
ary 24, at 12 30 noon and station: 


‘WLS Chicago, Thursday. Janu-|: 
ary 24 a6 35am 
Med Maxwell, “America’s most 


‘térsiewn Wilbur “Let's Go Visit- 
ing’’ specializes in farm visits, or 
fictions of spectatt 


|In places a 
interest to farmers. Hy 
| Some of the managemement 


techniques Wilbur will describe 


-tresult directly from a thorough 


-}knowledge of hog dispositions, in- 


clinations, habits, ete. The infor-! 
‘mation presented will be of spec-. 
‘tal valve to beginners in hog rais-- 
fing, or to those with Imited ex-*, 


1" perience 


The ets Go Visiting — pro- 
“gram has been popular with doth 
jrural and city Listeners for more 
‘than a decade Med Maxwell, the 
interviewer ha- traveled more 
“than a half million tiles ti FuraT 
.America since the radio program 
was established * Let's Go Visit- 
me is sponsored bs the mwanu- 
facturers of Wayne livestock and 
poultry feeds 45 4 Meats OF bet- 
pune people travel by radio to 
\Visst interesting people and places 
lin many state 


| . 
— 


Historical context: ‘Helvetia Sharpshooters, One of Highland's Oldest Organizations’ 


“No story of the development of Highland would be very much of a story if it did not chronicle the activities of the Helvetia Sharpshooters Society, Highland's oldest organization, 
still very active, and one which has exerted no little influence toward making Highland what it is today. 


Numbered among its members at one time or another have been practically all of the men of influence and power that this community ever produced. The society has always 
been the owner and manager of the recreation center for the town, the tract of land known as Lindendale Park. Recreation has played no little part in the city development; hence 
the Sharpshooters do not think it an exaggeration to say that this society has had a molding influence on the lives and characters of Highland's citizens. The sport of "Sharp- 
shooting", as it was followed for many years in Highland, is of European origin. It had its beginning in the countries of Germany and Switzerland and grew out of the military rules 
that prevailed in those countries during the first half of the 19th century. 


At the time that Highland was its infancy and while so many migrants were annually coming here, military service was demanded of all men in both Germany and Switzerland. 
Rifle practice was the most recreational feature of their army life. It naturally followed that the localities in America which been settled by Swiss and German immigrants would 
get most of their recreation ideas from the mother countries, and ... the Sharpshooters societies formed on this side of Atlantic and soon a national organization developed. ... The 
winter of 1859-60 they incorporated... .The letter stated that if ever the Sharpshooters Society was dissolved the land should be turned over to the town of Highland. 


The Helvetia Sharpshooters Society was incorporated Feb 6, 1863 by a special act of the Legislature. The bill that passed the Legislature is reproduced and attached herewith. 
Shooting was very popular until about 1930-35 when it was practically discontinued, not enough members being interested in the sport to justify the organization in going to the 
necessary expense for regular Sunday shoots. 


In 1898 when the Highland Madison County Fair Association was organized, the park was used as a place to hold the annual fair. This continued for more than 20 years and some 
special provisions were made and some buildings erected. 


Fairs there were discontinued after the advent of prohibition and the Fair Association surrendered its charter until 1935 when a new Highland-Madison County Fair Association 
was formed. Annual fairs have been held there ever since and more buildings have been erected, including an exposition building, grandstand and arena.” 


Sources: Excerpt from Highland News Leader, original news clipping saved by Delores Geiger 
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Left: Rules of Jass, handwritten by Wilbur 
Federer on Wilo Acres stationery 


Jass is the national card game of Switzerland, and is 
still played in Switzerland and a few small communi- 
ties in the United States, including in Highland. The 
below is a photo of the handwritten rules for the 
game, still played by his grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren (and many more) in Illinois. 
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2 years ago with a 


i ilt 
Here is the new dairy barn bul The Federers have 


milking parlor and bulk tank. 


« good herd of 50 Holsteins. 


The Wilbur Federer family. Back row—Wilbur and 


farm, Othmar 
operations 


The Federer home at Athambra, This 242 acre farm 

has 5 acres of wildlife area entirely surrounded with 

multiflora rose fence and this area includes 500 pine 
trees. 


the operation of the f 
manages the grain farming : 
and Wib manages the livestock busi- 
ness, They now maintain a 20 sow 
herd and keep 50 head of Holsteins. 
Although busy with his farming 
opers s Wilbur has found time to 
help in the community affairs. He 
has served as president of the Fair 
Board, secretary of the Telephone 
Co-op and Southwestern Electric Co- 
op, a director of the Grain Co-op for 
six years and has served as a direc 
tor of the Lilinois Duroc Breeders 
Association, The Federer family have 
attended the St, Paul Church at High- 


son-in-law Othmar J. Geiger. Front row—daughe 
Delores, grand children, Jerome, Danny dnd Stecen, 
and Estella, 


Saluting Wilbur Federer 


POPPI BIDS ORR 


Who's Who Salutes This Veteran Illinois 
Duroe Breeder—A Booster Of The Red Hog 


FPS EROSDISSDD ELIDA De ang pao espe 


land regularly, 

Wilbur has been good to the Du- 
roc business, and the Duroc business 
has been good to Wilbur. 


oO” DUROC breed is built around 
men like Wilbur Federer of Al 
hambra, Ill, The Duroes are not a 
faney, fad or plaything for him, He 
is a down to earth farmer and pure- promptly furnished the new buyer 
bred Duroc breeder, with a recorded pedigree of this ani- 

Wilbur has never held the top sale mal (1 wonder haw many other 
of the Nation, He has never sold a breeders can compete with this rec- 
$1,000 boar, He has never had a ord,) ; 
grand champion at the Illinois State Federer purchased his first Duroc 
Pair although he had many winners, from Duane Lebegue in 1938 and 
but Wilbur has been raising better made additional purchases from H. J 
Duroes since 1938. He has been hold- Voss in 1939, He continued to step up 
ing two public sales a year since his hog operations until 1945 when 
1945. Thousands of Duroc boars and he felt he was ready to take the first 
gilts have gone from his sales to big step in the hog business, That 
bring about breed improvement to year he held his first public ‘auction 
both breeders and commercial pork and showed for the first time at the 
producers, Illinois State Fair, 

Wib has been a true booster of our Wilbur has continued to hold two 
red hog. He has done his part to help sales a year (one in the fall and one 
the Association promote the breed, in the spring), He was forced to 


He has been a consistent contract 
advertiser. Wilbur has been proud of 
his Durocs, and every animal he has 
sold for breeding purposes he has 


cancel his sales in 1953 and 1954 due 
to a seige of cholera. Federer Durocs 
have made a name for themselves at 
the Springfield show, never failing to 
get below a third or better, Just last 
year they had the first prize aged sow 
how. 

* had been good to Wilbur 
in these early years. They helped him 
buy his 242 acre farm in 1948, His 
Duroe operation goes right along 
with a herd of registered Holstein 
cattle. He has shipped milk to St. 
Louis for the past 26 years. 

In 1953 Wilbur added a much 
needed helper to his operations, His 
daughter, Delores, was married on 
December 30 to Othmar J. Geiger. 
Othmar was born and raised at High- 
land, Ill., and had years of 4-H club 
work. He served 2 years in Army, 16 
months in Korea. He joined Wib in 


Here is the high school graduation 
picture of their daughter, Delores, 
taken in 1950, 


M & M Sponsors 
Championship Contest 
The M & M Livestock Products Co. 
of Eagle Grove, Lowa, are sponsoring 
another M & M Championship Con- 
test. This contest will be a 
the same as last year with cash prizes 
given to bonifide M& M feeders. A 
total of $3,500 is being offered. 
Prizes will be awarded at the 
Indiana, Illinois, Lowa, Missouri, 
Nebr . and Minnesota State Fairs; 
also the National Barrow Show at 
Austin and the Internation! Livestock 
Show at Chicago. 


Charming Pride, the grand champion 
oe at the 1945 Duquoin State Pair. 


HF Lo Bark, a bour that was re 
il many top Duroes in the 
‘elms af tex pel herd. 


i F , 1948 

Wilbur's first place gilt at the 

IMinois State Fair. She was soled &e 

Herschel Fritz for $500 and raised 
12 pigs Jor him. 


AMthambra had @ centennial in 1949. The Federers 
were represented in the parade showing off some of 
their good Duroes, 


Coming in the driveway on the Federer farm you 
see this Duroe sign. In background is the farrowing 
house. 
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The DUROC NEWS ¢ July, 1957 The DUROG NEWS « July, 1957 


Wilbur and Estella’s farm 


The house in this photo is Wilbur and Estella’s house, built in 1938. 
Their grandson Steven still lives in the house as of 2022. The first barn 
at the right is the farrowing house. 


4 Told to me by Delores’ daughter Sue Gray in 2022 


Here ix the building where Wilbur holds his Duree 


tstanding 
sales. Many ‘nublie auction in this bart. 


Duroes have been sold at 


ilbur was married to Estella Frisse 
veaineates on February 17, 1931. 


7 ii his 

| Wilbur is pictured with 

Here jor, Delores in 1944, and one 
of his Duroc sows. 


rs st recent winner —Stro- 
Mt Taare om 
the 1956 Illinois State Fair. 
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‘Saluting Wilbur’ in the Duroc 
News, 1957 


Although the article mentions 
Othmar as helping with the opera- 
tions, it does not mention that 
Wilbur's daughter Delores kept the 
books for the farm, including 
clerical work like maintaining the 
animal pedigrees which were 
important to the breeding busi- 
ness. She had done bookkeeping 
work at the local grain elevator 
(Alhambra Grain and Feed) before 
she married Othmar. 


In later years, she was also Leef 
Township clerk and then Leef 
Township supervisor. She was 
also a seasonal worker at Farm 
Business Farm Management, a 
farm record-keeping office, for 30 
years. She retired from that job in 
her 80s.'%4 


Estella’s brother killed, 1961" 


The Nestle plant in Granite City was 
founded in 1943 to make Nescafe in- 
stant coffee for the government during 
World War II. It was converted to pro- 
duce tea in 1967. 


SDAY,. AUGUST 17, 1961 


Brother Of Highland 
Residents Killed 


Victor A Frisse 57 Edwards- 
ville was one of two men killed 
in an explosion at the Nestle Com- 
Pany instant coffee plant in 
Granite City last Wednesday Aug 
9 Six men were injured 


Mr Frisse was born January 15, 
1904, 1n Pierron, a son of the late 
Mr and Mrs Herman Frisse He 
was married Mar 1, 1938 to Marv 
Hrbacek. who survives with a 
daughter, €arot 

Other sunivors include seven 
brothers and three sisters John, 
Albert and Clarence of Edwards- 
ville Emil and om and Mrs. 
Leonard Gall of Highland Joseph, 
Chicago, Othmar Fast St Leuts, 
Mrs Chas Wasser St l.ouls ond 
Mrs Wilbur Federer Alhambra 

He was a member of St Bon1- 
face Church, Edwardsville, and 
Union Lacal 78, Gramte City 
) A requiem mass was read at 
19 30 oclock Saturday in S* Boni-! 
face church by Rev Geo Ff Fall-! 
er Internunt was on St Boniface 
PONCE 


—- ee eS > 


5 Highland Journal, 17 Aug 1961 
6 The News Leader, 3 May 1967 


Wilbur is Madison County Fair board president, 1967" 


“| believe a county fair like ours does something for the county and the community that can be done in no other way. It draws us all to- 
gether and gives us a chance to see what we've been accomplishing in the past year. Its effect is felt not just one week in July but all 
through the next year,” said Wilbur. 


. + r 
THE, NEWS LEADER, HIGHLAND, ILL, WEDNESDAY, MAY 3, 1967: 


FIRST FAIR HELD IN 1896 


Work On 1967 Madison County Fair Is Well Unde 


By Katherine Oriez 

When do the preparations start for the an- 
nual Madison County Fair, held in Highland 
every July? 

"You might say we start working on the 
next year’s fair in August. That’s when we 
start thinking about the mistakes that were 
made and how they can be corrected next 
year,’ says Mrs, Marlene Dick of Highland, 
secretary of the Madison County Fair Asso- 
clation, 

This year’s fair will be held at the Fair- 
grounds in Lindendale Park, July 25 - 29. 
Planning for the event got underway In earnest 
last January when the annual meeting of Asso- 
ciation was held, officers were elected and 
committees were named to handle the many 
events of the fair. 

This year's officers are: Wilbur Federer 
of Alhambra, president; Ted Leroy of High- 
land, first vice president; Homer Henke of 
Moro, second vice president; Mrs. Dick; and 
B, T. Wild! of Highland, treasurer. 

Shortly after the annual meeting in Highland 
board members attend the state convention 
of the State Association of County Fairs held 


in Springfield, State officials are on hand to 
help each group with ite planning, as are the 
booking agents for the various shows, salss- 
people for ribbons and trophies, and all the 
business people connected in any way with 
supplying the needs of a county fair. 

The Madison County Fair, which has been 
held since 1896, is mainly an agricultural 
fair. However, the changing face of the coun- 
ty is reflected in the growing number of ex- 
hibits by industries of the county, 

An inter-faith worship service at the grand- 
stand on Sunday night, July 23, with music 
by the massed choirs of the various churches, 
will again this year launch the Fair. 

Monday 1s 4-H day, with the exhibit and 
judging of 4-H Club members’ Livestock and 
other entries. More 4-H judging continues 
on Tuesday, which also is the first official 
“open’’ day of the fair, More perishable en- 
tries, such as flowers, cooking and domestic 
arts are judged on that day. 

On Wednesday follows the livestock judg- 
ing; on Thursday the beef cattle. That com- 
pletes the judging. The public views the ex- 
hibits and the winners while the office staff 


‘tworks like fury’’ to quote Mrs, Dick, to get 
the ribbons and checks distributed to the 
winners on Friday and Saturday. (Last year 
Madison county paid out $24,176.45 in pre- 
miums, most of which went to county resi- 
dents.) 

The smaller exhibits, plus the commer- 
cial and industrial exhibits are held in the 
new brick exposition bullding erected in 1965. 
The rest of the fair sprawls out over a big 
area which includes four barns and an arena 
with grandstand. 

The Madison County Fair is a ‘free fair’, 
with the only admission prices charged by 
the shows that are put on every night and 
the carnival that Is operated in connection 
with the fair. This year’s schedule of shows 
calls for a Demolition Derby, (a jalopy race), 
a tractor pull, @ stock car race, a horse 
show, and a musical show of Western talent, 
on various nights during the fair. 

Wilbur Federer, Fair president this year, 
estimates that about 200 people work hard 
to make the event a success. A good number 
of organizations handle various aspects of 
the fair, The only paid employees are about 


Federer barn photo, 2020; Federer barn is saved from fire, 9 Jul 1969 


12 part ime help in the office and laborers 
who help set up the firgrounds, 

The fair office opens in the new expo- 
sition building one week before the fair be- 
61BS, 90 exhibitors may come in and sign up 
to enter, 

Meanwhile, since January, the chairmen 
of the various fair committees have been 
busy with their groups, The carnival and 
most of the shows are booked in January, 
Other concessions, commercial exhibits, 
food concessions and so forth have just abou 
all been signed up by this me, 

The Madison County Fair draws people 
to Highland from all over the county, as well 
4&5 exhibitors from a much greater distance, 


Last year’s attendance was roughly 58,000, 


Says Wilbur Federer, ‘I believe a county 
fair like ours does something for the county 
and the community that can be done in no 
other way. It draws us all together and gives 
Us & chance to see what we've been accom- 
plishing in the past year. It’s effect is felt 
not just one week In July but all through the 
next year,”’ 


Cs. 


——— 
anon and A/3C Gary Prott a 
Keesler A.F.B., Miss. 

Merdames Myrtle Grote. 
fendt, Florence Espeaschi« 
and Edna Schwars surprise 
their sister Mrs. Mabel Ret 
on her birthday aantversar) 
Monday, April 24. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Tie. 
mann and Miss Esther Tle. 
mann of St. Louls spent Thurs: 
day with Misses Edna an 
Esther Brandes. 

Mrs, Anna’ Eschler 0 
Randlett, Okla,, Mr. and Mrs 
Howard Adams of Deval, Okla 
visited with Mr. and Mrs 
George Bohnenstlehl severa 
days. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Schmit: 
of Aurora, Mr. and Mrs, Ore 
Weiss of Collinsville, Mrs 
Alberta Hencke, Mr. and Mrs 
Lewis Gordon and sons spen 
Sumay with Mr. and Mrs 


_ William Korte, 


Mr and Mre Marvin Nant 


The barn pictured below, being repainted by Othmar and Delores’ six children in Sep 2020, was saved from fire in 1969. Some of the six 
were also present in 1969 when the barn caught fire and helped carry hay out of the barn along with the others mentioned in the article. 


i 


Fire Barn 


Is Saved 


A barn full of hay was de- 
stroyed by fire, but the barn 
saved, in an unusual fire at 
the Wilbur Federer farm be- 
tween Grantfork and Alham- 
bra last Thursday afternoon. 


All of the hay was chopped, 


none baled, and it filled the 
barn according to Mr. Feder- 
er who said that while it was 
burning it was removed from 
the barn by elevator and blow- 


er, and by hand. Meanwhile 
the Grantfork Volunteer Fire- 
men kept a steady stream of 
water going on the barn while 
the Federers, his son-in-law 
Othmar Geiger, and neighbors 
kept removing the burning hay. 

The hay was destroyed, but 
the barn was saved, Wilbur 
said the fire apparently start- 
ed through combustion. 
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Photo of Wilbur in alfalfa; the Highland News Leader'*” 


THREE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GOVERNMENT 
of the Republic of South Korea visited in Alhambra Wednes- 
day as guests of the Alhambra-Grantfork Telephone company. 
The Koreans are in the United States under auspices of the 
federal government and are making inspection tours of utilities 
such as the phone company in Alhambra. The three arrived 
Wednesday aboard an Illinois Central passenger train from 
St. Louis. Shown above are representatives of the telephone 
company and Rural Electrification Administration as \they 
welcomed the Koreans to Alhambra. Left to right, they are: 

| C, A. Jackson, field representative for REA; E. B. Murer, 
| engineer for the phone company; Seek Kyum Kim, assistant 


'7 Photos and clippings saved by Delores Geiger. 


economics planning officer for the Republic of South Korea; 
Mon Bee Bang, general affairs secretary of the ministry of 
commerce of Korea; Sang Lim, chief business secretary of the 
ministry of transportation; Irvin Isenberg, president of the 
telephone company; Charles Klaus, a director; August Schuetz, 
director; Wilbur Federer, secretary; Albert Meffert, vice- 
president; and Louis G. Steiner, board-member. Also present 
at the welcoming were Marlene Hosto of the phone company 
and Mrs. Evelyn Highley, wife of the office manager of the 
phone company. The Koreans were in Alhambra for just 
one day. (Intelligencer photo) 


Married 50 years ago 


Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Federer of rural Grantfork are 
celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary highlighted 
by a recent trip to London, England. 

Flight tickets and tour itinerary were presented to 
them at Christmas from their daughter Delores, son- 
in-law, Othmar Geiger and their six grandchildren: 
Dr. Jerome Geiger, D.O.M. of Carthage, Ill.; Dan 
Geiger of Urbana, Ill.: Susan Geiger of West Des 
Moines, Iowa ; Steve, Karen and Barb at home. 

The Federers were married February 17, 1931 at St. 
Gertrude’s Church, Grantfork. by Father John B. 
Wardein. Mrs. Federer is the former Estella Frisse, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Herman Frisse. Wilbur 
Federer is the.son of Mr. and Mrs. William Federer. 

Their sponsors were Norma (Federer) Jacober and 
Elliot Frisse. Mr. and Mrs. Elliot Frisse also accom- 
panied them to England. 


“WILBUR F. FEDERER, FORMER BOARD MEMBER, DIES » nes 


Estate of Wilbur Federer, 1984'°° 


Wilbur F. Federer 

Wilbur F. Federer, 74, of rural Alhambra, 
died Wednesday, Jan. 11, 1984, at 6:05 a.m. 
at St. Joseph's Hospital, Highland. 

He was born Oct. 2, 1909, in Saline 
Township, Madison County, a son of the late 
William and Lena Bellm Federer. 

He married Estella Frisse on Feb. 17, 1931, 
in Grantfork. She survives. 


158 Yi j Fai 
Highland News Leader, 29 Aug 1984. Wilbur Federer clippings saved by Delores (Federer) Geiger. The gravestone is in St Joseph's Cemetery in Highland. 
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sisters, Mrs. Norma Jacober of Edwardsville 
and Mrs. Gertrude Messmer of Marine; and 
six grandchildren. 

Mr. Federer was a livestock and grain 
farmer. He was past president of the 
Madison County Fair Association and a 
member of the Helvetia Sharpshooters 
Society; a member of the Madison County 
Farm Bureau and Leef Township Senior 
Citizens; past board member of the 
Alhambra-Grantfork Telephone Company; 
and a member of the Alhambra Anti-Theft 
Association No, 389, 

Mr. Federer also served on Southwestern 
Electric's board of directors from 1951 until 
1957. He held the office of secretary-treasurer 
from 1953 until 1956. 

A funeral Mass was celebrated at St. Pauls 
Catholic Church, Highland, with the Rev. 
Martin M. Angan officiating. 

Burial was in St. Joseph's Cemetery, 
Highland. 


Wilbur Federer 


m but over forty years ago, 
defied tradition and collin ad pully 0 tb taten 
into a model wildlife area. He dammed the waterway and 
isd the Mavotandlity eee wich inkt-lore Was abd bale 
bait fbn al hk rene ein eeg wane 
pA et control and established a home for thousands 
of and small animals. He provided nesting for coun- 
tless doves as well as songbirds and . He would tell 
you that it did not cost him but instead he enjoyed years of 
wealth of satisfaction from just walking out there once in 
a while. Wilbur was not a preservationist but a true con- 
servationist. He did little hunting or fishing but he enjoyed 
seeing others do so and shared his property with those that 

obeyed the regulations and respected the resource. 
__. He was a great family man, a community leader and a 
_ friend. we may not see each other for a year, he 
was always the kind of friend that you knew you could call 
ou ners p He Dep yond posted 3 ean fo sage 90 
Back in the fall he told me with a it deal of sadness 
<hacnis diaseaa that wos attaching tan testa of taghan a? 
pines and a seemingly healthy pine would fall to the at- 
tacks of the winds. He spoke of them somewhat as 
children that you watch grow from babies to maturity and 
indeed they were. Little did I know that the plight 
of the pines were symbolic of a that Wilbur 

And although not a eben Wi 
was not reai as a friend as 
he was with Beate y sy. ta tah Soil) od 
many are the better for the time he was here and he 
left a tradition of care and selfishness not only to the 
community but to our natural resources as well. 

the coming generations will care in the same manner for 
Levine brates ae telbrog arr Ailend dae es 
and doves, and fri 
Set hoattored each fal ee : 
Sincerely, 
Don Hastings Sr- 
Ill. Conservation Officer 


‘ 
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Public Auction 
To settle the estate of Wilbur Federer 


Thursday, September 20 


A § Starting at 6:00 p.m. 
auction service 


Located on the site of the Alhambra Estates, Inc. From Route 110 
in Alhambra, take College Street south to Emerald Drive (1 block 
east of the Galaxy Resturant, then 2 blocks south) 


TRACTI 
16ACRES All level farm land Has road frontage on College Ave 
& Daudermian Road 
Iniproved with large barn, quonset, machine shed and 2 other 
outbuildings 
11 98 ACRES Plotted for 35 lots - paper work done Present time 
incrops and pasture Zoned R-1 & R-2& C-1 


TRACTH 
18 ACRES All level farm land Plotted fur 46 pad mobile home 
park - paper work done Present time in crop land Zoned R-3 & R-2 


TRACT II 

17 improved lots Lot 2, 3, 6.7. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 
22 & 23. All lots have water, sewer, underground electricity, street 
lights. streets sealed and chipped To be offered by individual lots 
and asa whole These are very nice located in deed restricted lots 
Zoned R-1 

For information: Cal] Carol Dauderman 618-488-3080 or Edward 
H Ahrens, 618-459-3620 for information 

Terms 10% down day of sale Balance within 30 days upon 
delivery of deed and ttle insurance policy 

Possession Tracts I & I, upon harvesting All lots upon final set- 
tlement 

To he sold subject to mortage holder All statements made day of 
sale take precedence over all printed matter 


Alhambra Estates Inc., owners 
Eagle Bank, 1223 Broadway, Highland, 1. 
Executors for the estate of Wilbur Federer 
Johannes & Marron and Associates, Attorneys 
For the Estate of Wilbur Federer 
1320 Broadway, Highland, Illinois 
Ph 618-654-7454 


Edward I. Ahrens Sons, Auctioneers 
Stanton, Hl. 
Ph. 018-459-3620 
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Land Acknowledgment 


f| Indigenous peoples have inhabited southern Illinois since time immemorial. | believe it's important to recognize that the immigration 

rf} story in this book occurred mostly through St Louis to what is now southern Illinois, on the ancestral lands of people who were re- 

| moved unjustly only a few decades earlier, and that we, the descendants of these immigrants, are beneficiaries of that removal. We 

_f| should thank them for their hospitality and stewardship of the land that we have come to love and cultivate. As | have sought to under- 
fF} stand my family’s story while writing this book, | also wanted to note that there is a longstanding history—even before boats came from 

i | Germany to America—that brought me to my place. 


Specifically, before my ancestors arrived, people occupied lands bounded by the Wisconsin, Ohio, Wabash, and Mississippi Rivers in 60 
villages.’ The Illinois called themselves “inoca” while French explorers and missionaries generally referred to them as “Illinois.” There 
may have been as many as 12 different Illinois tribes, however, by the end of the century seven of these tribes had disappeared or 
-| merged with other Illinois tribes, under significant pressure from disease brought by Europeans as well as pressure from other Native 
-| Americans who were pushed west by settlers. 


Five principal tribes survived into the 1700s: the Cahokia, Kaskaskia, Michigamea, Peoria, and Tamaroa. (Note the Kaskaskia are noted 
} on the 1765 map of the Mississippi river at left—at the farthest north point pictured is the Fort de Chartres, in present-day southern 
| Illinois near Prairie du Rocher). 


| Encyclopedia Britannica describes the Illinois as follows: “[they] traditionally lived in villages, their dwellings covered with rush mats 
| and housing several families each. The Illinois economy combined agriculture with foraging; women cultivated corn and other plant 
| foods, small parties took forest mammals and wild plants throughout the year, and most members of a given village participated in one 
-| or more winter bison hunts on the prairie. Little is known of Illinois social organization, but it was probably similar to that of the Miami, 
with a civil chief elected from among a village council and a war chief chosen according to his ability to lead raids.” 


In 1715, the village of Kaskaskia was a Native American settlement about 75 miles south of where Highland would later be founded. 
Kaskaskia was home to around 400 Illinois men as well as a few French men who had settled there and married native women. A 

| visitor in 1715 said that the villagers were ‘very good people.’”° Only the Kaskaskia and Peoria tribes continued to exist in the early 

|_| 1800s. 


t| In 1803 and again in 1818 the US government acknowledged that the Illinois Tribes occupied “the extensive tract of country which of right 
| belongs to them and which was possessed by their ancestors for many generations.” 


|| Aclose reading of these treaties and the circumstances in which they were negotiated reveals considerable deception, inequity, and 

_| violence. The earliest treaties were negotiated by William Henry Harrison, Governor of Indiana Territory, who followed a divide-and- 

| rule strategy to obtain Indian land. Harrison's method was to find someone who could claim land ownership and strike a deal with that 
person without consulting with other, more legitimate land authorities. 


For example, the 1803 Treaty with the Kaskaskia ignored the fact that the Peoria, Michigamia, Cahokia, and Tamaroa also had rights to 
r| these lands. A new treaty negotiated in 1818 recognized these groups’ rightful claims. The Kickapoo rejected both treaties for ignoring 
|) their legitimate rights to much of central Illinois—they had moved south into the area near Peoria after the Illinois tribes had been 

|| destroyed about 1765. 


| Tensions between indigenous peoples and the US led to increased conflict during Tecumseh’s War and the War of 1812, during which the 
Kickapoo and many other regional tribes hoped to expel the incoming white settlers. As Tecumseh said at the time, 


“Where today are the Pequot? Where are the Narragansett, the Mochican, the Pocanet, and other powerful tribes of our people? 
They have vanished before the avarice and oppression of the white man, as snow before the summer sun ... Sleep not longer, O 
Choctaws and Chickasaws, 


... Will not the bones of our dead be plowed up, and their graves turned into plowed fields?”" 


: | The end of the war led to a change of federal Indian policy. White American leaders began to advocate the removal of tribes to lands 
west of the Mississippi River, to get rid of their claims to lands that were being demanded by white American settlers. 


| Under the pressure of advancing settlers, the Kickapoo accepted to move in exchange for an annual subsidy to leave the state. The 1819 
[| Treaty of Edwardsville saw the Kickapoo cede 14 million acres of land: the entirety of their holdings in Illinois, comprising nearly one- 
_ half the area of the state, in exchange for a smaller tract on the Osage River in Missouri and a paltry payment for what was to become 


9 Map ‘Course of the river Mississipi from the Balise to Fort Chartres’, 1765. Library of Congress. Map of Illinois: Morse’s North American Atlas, 1842. Library of Congress. 
1° Norall, Frank. Bourgmont, Explorer of the Missouri, 1698-1725. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1988, 107 

11 Native tribes of Southern Illinois, US Forest Service. https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/shawnee/home/?cid=FSEPRD973483 

2 Tecumseh in 1811, from Turner Ill, Frederick (1973). "Poetry and Oratory". The Portable North American Indian Reader. Penguin Book. pp. 246-247 


some of the world’s richest farmland."*? The Kickapoo were not eager to move, partly because their assigned tract in Missouri was made of rugged hills and already occupied by the 
Osage, who were their hereditary enemies. Instead, half of the population traveled south and crossed onto the Spanish side of the Red River in modern day Texas. The US govern- 
ment quickly mobilized to prevent this emigration and force their removal to Missouri. Many Kickapoo resisted; they managed to delay, stall, or evade all orders to leave and at- 
tempted to remain along the Wabash, Sangamon, Kaskaskia, and Illinois Rivers.'“ A few even remained until 1832, when they helped the Sauk during the Blackhawk War.” 


‘Louisiane’: French-language Map of the Mississippi River with indigenous territories, 1718 


Note the ‘Ancien Village des Illinois’ (former Illinois village) along the Illinois River, ‘Caskaquias’ (Kaskaskia) near present-day Kaskaskia, ‘Les Quicapou’ (the Kickapoo) 
east of ‘Chicagou’, and the ‘desert... ou les Illinois font la chasse de boeuf’ (desert where Illinois hunt beef) in what is now Kentucky. 
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& PNntialhes 
Source: Carte de la Louisiane et du cours du Mississippi [i.e. Mississippi]: dressée sur un grand nombre de mémoires entrautres sur ceux de Mr. le Maire, 1718 


3 Campus Land Acknowledgement Statements Recognize Native Land History. 2018. https://ggis.illinois.edu/news/2018-11-05/campus-land-acknowledgement-statements-recognize-native-land-history 
164 Herring, Joseph B. “The Vermillion Band Kickapoos.” In Kenekuk the Kickapoo Prophet, 7-24. University Press of Kansas, 2021. https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctvlp2gkms.7. 
5 Encyclopedia Britannica, Black Hawk's intentions in 1832. https://www.britannica.com/event/Black-Hawk-War/Black-Hawks-intentions-in-1832 
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The 1882 History of Madison County” describes this removal as follows: 


“There were no Indians resident in the territory now comprising Madison County within the time of its settlement by the whites. There was originally a Kickapoo town near 
the Salem camp ground. It was their second town in importance, the first being at Peoria. The hunting lodges stood there till 1820. 


In early days, however, the Indians frequently visited this part of Illinois, mostly with the object of having conferences with Gov. Ninian Edwards at Edwardsville. Large 
companies or bands of Indians, sometimes to the number of one hundred and fifty canoes, each canoe containing three or four men, women, and children, not unfrequently 
passed down the Mississippi. These companies sometimes passed on to St. Louis to see William Clark, governor of the territory of Missouri, and sometimes stopped at 
Gillham's landing, on the Mississippi, just below the mouth of the Missouri, there left their canoes moored to the shore, and proceeded on foot to Edwardsville, to see Gov. 
Edwards who held councils and made treaties with them. 


One of the old residents of the county states that he had seen the men marching along the road to Edwardsville in a single file, a mile in length. The squaws and papooses 
were generally left at the river to guard the canoes and baggage. These Indians were Sacs, Foxes, Pottawatomies and Winnebagoes, who then inhabited the country on the 
upper Mississippi about the present towns of Rock Island, Davenport and Galena, the country on the Illinois river in the vicinity of Peoria, and other portions of northern 
Illinois. They were then perfectly friendly to the whites. The squaws usually wanted to barter strings of beads for green corn, and the braves showed a great fondness and 
anxiety for whisky. Often before their return homeward they would encamp for several days at a time near the Mississippi, and the men would hunt deer and other wild 
game which, with boiled corn, would constitute their stock of provisions for the voyage up the river. 


On the sixth of August 1819. at Edwardsville, a treaty was negotiated between Auguste Chouteau and Benjamin Stephenson, commissioners on the part of the United States, 
and the chiefs of the Kickapoo tribe of Indians, by which the Kickapoos ceded all their land on the northwest side of the Wabash river, including their principal village and a 
tract of land covering the central part of the state of Illinois, estimated to contain upward of ten million of acres, bounded by a line commencing at the mouth of the Illinois 
River, running eastwardly to the line dividing the states of Illinois and Indiana, thence north to the Kankakee river, and thence down the Illinois river to the place of begin- 
ning. The United States agreed, in return, to pay the Kickapoos two thousand dollars in silver, annually, for 15 successive years, at their town on the waters of the Osage 
river, and to guarantee them peaceable possession of their country on the Osage and to restrain all white persons from hunting or settling therein. The United States also 
promised to furnish two boats in which to transport the property of the Indians from some point on the Illinois river to their new place of residence, and to select some 
judicious citizen to accompany them in their journey through the white settlements. 


Proclamation was made of this treaty on the thirteenth of January 1821. Indians still continued to visit Edwardsville till 1827 or 1828. Traces of their camps and the peculiar 
marks made in their stripping the bark from trees were visible ten years afterward. The Kickapoos at one time had a temporary encampment near the mouth of Indian creek 
and buried many of their dead there.” 


The US Department of State Office of the Historian concluded that “through a combination of coerced treaties and the contravention of treaties and judicial determination, the United 
States Government succeeded in paving the way for the westward expansion and the incorporation of new territories as part of the United States.”"®’ 


Historical context: Settling Illinois before the Homestead Act of 1862 

Thirty years before the Badeners arrived in Highland, the federal government had begun encouraging settlers to move to Illinois. War of 1812 veterans were gifted 160 acres to 
claim between the Illinois and Missouri Rivers. However, the opening of public land sales in 1814 was more relevant to the ancestors in this book. The Edwardsville Land Office (the 
third land office in Illinois) opened in 1816 and land owners could purchase a smaller amount of acres for prices around $2 an acre—much more affordable than the full size parcels 
which were often cost prohibitive for immigrants. Early on, the minimal sales unit started at 640 acres, down to 320 in 1800, 80 in 1820, and 40 acres by 1832—at a price of $1.25 an 
acre. Even if an immigrant could afford this $50, cultivating more than 40 to 80 acres would be difficult without a large family. 


Most of the land that became Highland, Illinois was initially purchased by the Swiss immigrant founders, Kaspar Kopfli and Joseph Suppiger. From 1834 to 1841, Kaspar bought 
about 15 different parcels of land in township 4 range 5 from the Edwardsville land office, about 80 acres at a time. Only a few of the Geigerbuch family members bought land 
directly from the Land Office (all were from the Delores Federer side, and so they don’t appear in this abbreviated book) and so they must have bought any land they owned from 
earlier settlers. 


Most of the public land in the Highland area was already privately owned by the time the Homestead Act of 1862 was signed into law by President Abraham Lincoln. The Act 
promoted the settlement and development of the American West. It was also notable for the opportunity it gave some African Americans to own land. Any U.S. citizen, or intended 
citizen, who had never borne arms against the U.S. Government could file an application and lay claim to 160 acres of surveyed Government land. For the next 5 years, the General 
Land Office looked for a good faith effort by the homesteaders. This meant that the homestead was their primary residence and that they made improvements upon the land. After 
5 years, the homesteader could file for his patent (or deed of title) by submitting proof of residency and the required improvements to a local land office. 


Local land offices forwarded the paperwork to the General Land Office in Washington, DC, along with a final certificate of eligibility. The case file was examined, and valid claims 
were granted patent to the land free and clear, except for a small registration fee. Title could also be acquired after a 6-month residency and trivial improvements for a price of 
$1.25 per acre. 


Sources: US Department of the Interior Bureau of Land Management General Land Office Records James E. Davis, Frontier Illinois. (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1998); US National Archives Educator Resources 
‘The Homestead Act of 1862’ 


166 History of Madison County, Illinois: illustrated, with biographical sketches of many prominent men and pioneers. 1882. http://www.idaillinois.org/digital/collection/edpl/id/10635 
'67 Indian Treaties and the Removal Act of 1830. https://history.state.gov/milestones/1830-1860/indian-treaties 


US Government sold recently acquired land in Madison County, 1834 
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With the area now firmly under the control of the 
federal government, any unclaimed land became 


the ‘public domain,’ which was surveyed, divided 


into townships of 36 square miles, and sold 
through land offices. The first in Illinois opened in 
Kaskaskia in 1814. 


The excerpt of the land abstract at left mentions 
the sale of land in Madison County. It was sold by 
the federal government at the Edwardsville Land 
Office, directly to Casper Koepfli. The original land 
patent was signed by Elijah Haywood on behalf of 
Andrew Jackson, President of the US. 


This parcel was bought and sold 8 times before 
coming into the Geiger family, where it has been 


farmed for more than 100 years. The fruits of that family’s labor established part of the generational wealth passed down by my ancestors to my parents and grandparents, who 


were able to raise me with it. 


Although the more convenient narrative used at the time my ancestors arrived said that there were simply ‘no Indians resident’ on this land, we know that it had actually been 
occupied by the Illinois people, as admitted by the government itself in 1818, when it stated the land was ‘possessed by their ancestors for many generations.’ This acknowledgement 


is asmall gesture of sincere thanks to them for what the land they stewarded has brought me. 
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Notes and Corrections 


A note on the author: 
Morgan Sue Gray 


| was born 20 Mar 1987 in Davenport, lowa to Eric Gray and Sue 
(Geiger) Gray, and | grew up in Illinois. 


| am one of the many grandchildren of Delores and Othmar Gei- 
ger, the ‘founding family’ at the center of this book. The photo 
on this page is of Delores and | at her 90" birthday party. 


| spent most of my twenties and thirties living and working in 
Geneva, Switzerland after moving there to study at the Gradu- 
ate Institute of International and Development Studies. After 
fourteen years of residency here, | am also finalizing the long 
process of naturalization and with any luck by the time anyone 
is reading this | will be a dual Swiss-American citizen. 


My proximity to the ‘original’ Helvetia after many childhood vis- 
its to Helvetia, Illinois led me to begin exploring my family his- 
tory. With the help of many online databases, physical libraries, 
and relatives, some of which | met online or in person during 
the course of my research, | began compiling documentation 
and data that eventually took shape into a book. Countless 
hours of night-time after-work research, visiting libraries and 
museums across the globe for ‘book holidays’, clicking through 
old church books page by page and then writing and formatting 
resulted in this amateur publication. Although | am well aware 
of the extremely limited audience, | am nonetheless very proud 
of this work that | think | have been uniquely positioned with the 
time and capabilities to do. 


| hope that my taking the time to do this research, then publish- 
ing and circulating it to make it available to fellow hobby re- 
searchers, will someday be valued by some other distant mem- 
ber of my family looking to trace back the same roots or 
routes—and if humans manage to get our shit together in the 
next decade and leave behind an inhabitable planet, maybe it 
will even someday be valued by future generations of my fam- 
ily. Or, perhaps it will just serve the more immediate members 
of my family who will appreciate the opportunity to learn how 
we came about. 


Anyone with more or better information about the family con- 
tained in this book is heartily encouraged to contact me, (either 
by email at morgansgray@gmail.com or via whatever social 
media they can find me at when they discover this book) as up- 
dates or improvements would be truly appreciated. | have re- 
4 ally loved collaborating on this project with my discovered rel- 
ii atives and would be glad to hear from more. Until then, | will 
/3 i ) work to find a constructive way to use all of my new-found free 
___ time now that this Geigerbuch has been more or less ‘com- 
Hi pleted.’ 


yi 


157 


